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PREFACE. 



The learned will not need to be told that the 
Author is indebted to the Heimshrin^la of Snorre 
Sturleson for the incidents narrated in the follow- 
ing pages. She selected them as the materials 
of a tale, in order to give, in a popular form, an 
account of the mode in which Christianity was 
introduced among the barbarous Northmen. Olaf 
Tryggveson was a hero of no ordinary stamp: his 
adventures have been related in various forms 
and are still remembered with delight in Scan- 
dinavia. Many of his most daring exploits were 
achieved on British soil; and his famous attack 
upon the city of London was worthy of a 
descendant of the sea-kangs. r T therefore, 
possess peculiar interest for ^iiglish readers; 
and the Author has endeavoured to depict them 
in language which, while retaining its resem- 
blance to the simplicity of the original Norse 
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legends, shall be readily understood by young 
persons. Many valuable as well as interesting 
historical lessons may thus be conveyed to the 
mind ; and the rising generation may be made 
more sensible of the great blessings they enjoy, 
living as they do in the Ml light of Christianity, 
surrounded by Christian institutions and friends, 
when they compare their condition with that of 
the poor, benighted, and half-savage population 
of England and of Norway in the tenth century 
of the Christian Era. That this little book mav 
contribute in some degree to such a result is 
the earnest hope of 

THE AUTHOR. 
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KING OF NORWAY. 



CHAPTER I. 

olaf's ancestors. 

A THOUSAND years ago there reigned in Norway 
a famous king. His name was Harold, and men 
called him Haarfager or the Fair-haired, from the 
colour of his hair. He was one of the best kings 
of the age in which he lived ; but our story has 
nothing to do with him more than to show that 
Olaf, our hero, came of a royal stock, and could 
claim a parentage as famous as most of th& kings 
of Europe, before his time or since. Harold was 
brave and free-handed, handsome, and of awe- 
inspiring mien, qualities which his son Olaf pos- 
sessed in an eminent degree, and which were sung 
in songs of praise by a hundred scalds and bards. 
To this day the exploits of Harold the Fair-haired 
are the pride of every true Norwegian heart But 
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he was a worshipper of Odin and of Thor, and 
offered Yule feasts and solemn sacrifices to them 
for peace and for fruitful seasons, as had been the 
custom of his forefathers, believing that the spirits 
of those mighty heroes still ruled in their ances- 
tral domains, though both Odin and his son Thor 
and all his other sons had passed away from the 
earth a thousand years before. 

Now Harold had another son named Eric, who 
was very unlike his father, for he was of a fierce 
and cruel temper, and had spent his youth as a 
sea-rover, sailing about the world with a band oi 
pirates, plundering and destroying the towns and 
villages on the coasts of all the nations of Europe. 
And before Harold's death Eric had returned to 
Norway, where his kind father had bestowed on 
him the government of a province, as he had done 
likewise to his other sons. Unhappily, this caused 
great sbife between them, and when Harold died 
and Eric became king, this wicked prince put his 
brothers to death, whence men calleii him Blodoexe 
or ** Bloody-axe," But there was another son of 
Harold, whom the old king loved well, and whom 
he had sent to England to be taught all that 
oould be learnt at the court of Athelstane, the 
king of that country. So fond was old king 
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Harold of this youth that when the boy sailed for 
England he sent him in a magnificent ship, the 
sails of which were purple and its beak of gold ; 
its deck was surrounded with shields aU gilded on 
the inside and curiously ornamented. This ship, 
with all its ornaments, was given to king Athel^ 
stane, who was highly delighted with it, and gave 
to Hakon (for that was the youth's name) a sword 
with a golden hilt and a blade of wonderful 
temper ; and Hakon kept it till the day of his 
death. But Hakon, while he was in England, 
acquired what was of far more value than the 
manners and learning of that nation: he was 
there taught the doctrines of the Christian faith, 
and he believed in them, and was baptized, and 
he resolved that if ever he should be king of 
Norway he would teach them to his subjects. 

Not many years elapsed before his wish was 
granted; for the Norwegians, having gitoaned 
under the tjrranny of Eric of the Bloody Axe, 
armed themselves against him and drove him 
out of the country ; and remembering that their 
famous old king, Harold the Fair-haired, had still 
one son living, who was in England, they sent for 
him to come home and be their king. Had they 
known he was so zealous a Christian, perhaps they 
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would not have done this, for they were all pagans 
and idolaters, and though they did not worship 
the gods of Greece and Rome, they did pretty 
much the same thing in offering sacrifices to Odin, 
and praying that they might be admitted into his 
halls of Valhalla, there to keep company with 
kings and heroes, and to feast and enjoy them- 
selves until the grand conflagration of the uni-^ 
verse should take place and chaos return, out of 
which a new heaven and a new earth were to 
ansa This was their religion ; and when Hakon 
returned he brought with him some Christian 
priests to enlighten their barbarous minds. And 
he caUed together an assembly of the people at 
the city of Trondheim, and when they came he 
stood up boldly and declared it to be his will and 
pleasure that all present, rich and poor, noble and 
ser^ young and old, male and female, should lay 
aside the vain worship of the heathen deities, and 
be baptized and believe in one true God, the Son 
of Mary, and should fast every Friday and rest 
every seventh day. But the people and the 
priests, being heathen, were not inclined to listen 
to him, and they plainly told him that they would 
abandon him and choose another king if he would 
not allow them to enjoy their old religion ; so the 
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meeting dispersed, Hakon's wise counsellor, Sigurd 
Jarl, having in vain endeavoured to pacify them. 
Nevertheless, Hakon desisted not from the project 
he had formed, but set his missionaries to work 
to preach the Christian Mth to the people, and 
he built churches in various parts of his kingdom. 
This roused the anger of the priests of Odin, who 
determined to compel him to renounce for ever the 
worship he was so anxious to introduce ; so they 
armed themselves and their attendants, and went 
to a place called Meere, where there was a famous 
temple erected to Thor, the son of Odin, and where 
a great sacrifice was about to be offered to that 
renowned warrior, at which Hakon was expected 
to assist. But before the king arrived they slew 
tJie Christian priests and burnt the churches, and 
when Hakon appeared, they surrounded and com- 
pelled him to join in their idolatrous ceremonies, 
making him eat the liver of a horse which had 
been sacrificed to their idols, and afterward empty 
three drinking-horns filled with wine, quaffing one 
to Odin, one to Thor, and one to Bragi, the god 
of eloquence, wisdom, and poetry. So Hakon was 
forced to give up for a time all his praiseworthy 
efforts to do good to his people. 
While he was thus occupied he was surprised 
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to hear that Gunhilda, the widow of his brother 
Eric, who, as we have seen, had been driven out 
of Norway by the people for his tyranny, had 
landed on the sea-coast vdth her sons and some 
soldiers from Denmark ; so he collected as many 
<rf his own warriors as he could, and went forth to 
meet them ; but they came upon him sooner than 
he expected, and gave him a mortal wound. When 
he was dying, he waa asked if he wished to be sent 
to England for burial, as that was a Christian 
country ; he answered and said, that if he should 
recover from his wound, he would leave Norway 
and retire to some Christian land, where he might 
live in seclusion and expiate his sins, and confirm 
his faith ; but feeling that his end drew near, he 
murmured, " As a heathen have I lived ; therefore, 
as a heathen and not as a Christian must I be 
buried." 

His death was mourned by all ; and he was ever 
after reverently spoken of as "Hakon the Good." 
Such was the end of the first Christian king of 
Norway. The queen Gunhilda triumphed in her 
ambitious scheme, and her eldest son Harold (sur- 
named in the language of Norway "Graafeld," 
which means " Grey Mantle ") was made king ; but 
his brothers compelled him to share his power with 
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them, so that he was only a king in name and not 
in reality ; and besides, there were Tryggye and 
Gudrod, the two grandsons of Harold the Fair- 
haired, who had separate goyemments of their 
own, the former in the Eastland, the latter in the 
Westfold; and then there was Sigurd Jarl, the 
wise old counsellor of Hakon the Good, who was 
ruler of the province of Trondheim. These three 
chiefs were great thorns in the path of Gunhilda, 
so she persuaded her sons to murder them. The 
good people of Trondheim, indignant at the cruel 
murder of their venerable governor, Sigurd Jarl, 
elected his son, Hakon Jarl, to take his place, and 
they took up arms, and set Gunhilda and her sons 
at defiance. 
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CHAPTER II. 

olaf's birth. 

We have seen how Tryggve, the son of Olaf, the 
son of Harold the Fair-haired, was murdered by 
the cruel sons of the perfidious Gunhilda, at her 
instigation. A short time before his death he had 
taken for his wife, Astrida, the daughter of Eric 
Biodaskalde, a rich chieftain, who dwelt at Ofrostad. 
She was a noble minded and courageous woman ; 
and though her heart wellnigh burst with grief, 
when she heard of the dreadful end of her beloved 
husband, she resolved never to submit to the 
usurped authority of Gunhilda and her wicked 
sons, and she thought (and thought rightly) that 
her own life might be in danger ; so she sent for 
her faithful attendant and foster-father, the white 
haired Thoralf Lusiskieeg, and asked him what she 
had better do. Then the good Thoralf, who had 
held her many a time in his arms when she was 
an infant^ and loved her as he did his own little 
son, Thorgils, stood up and said, " Dear Lady, thou 
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knowest that all I have is at thy seryice ; and that 
where thou goest, I am ready to go too. I have 
dwelt in the country of Trondheim, while fifty 
suns have risen upon it ; and to me it is the home 
of my youth and the abiding-place of the spirits of 
my ancestors, whom I often hear in the blast as it 
sweeps through the pines and over the mountains. 
Yet I would forsake it for ever, to serve thee. My 
counsel is that thou shouldest conceal thyself for 
a while, and then let me seek thy father at 
Ofrostad, and implore his aid ; when the tiger hath 
once tasted blood, his fury is never sated ; so this 
savage Gunhilda will seek thee and the child thou 
shalt bring forth, to slay both ; nor will she spare 
those that are with thee. ^Put up in a small space 
all the wealth thou canst carrv, and let us leave 
Trondheim this night." 

This advice pleased Astrida well, and she fol- 
lowed it. Her money and jewels she bestowed 
about her dress ; and she took the rings and the 
ornaments of her dead husband, as many as she 
could carry, and concealed them in tlie lining of 
her robe and her cloak ; and some she buried in 
the garden of his palace, hoping that one day she 
might come back and claim them. And that same 
night, when the town of Nidaros, where she dwelt, 
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was wrapt in slumber, Queen Astrida silently 
quitted the roof which had so lately been her hus- 
band'sy and descending noiselessly into the gardens 
of her palace, she there met the faithful Thoralf, 
prepared for flight. But he came not alone. With 
him was his wife Alfhilda, who was Astrida's foster- 
mother, and his little son, Thorgils, and three 
stout youths, Ubbo Magnusen, Eolf Junnlang, and 
Thombiold Svart, devoted friends of Thoralf and 
the lady Astrida. 

The tall trees waved fitfully in the white light 
which the moon was pouring down, on Nidaros, 
the ancient town, and on its deep fiord, over whose 
bosom a long line of dazzling light stretched far 
away to the distant ocean. It was the beautiful 
season of the north, when night almost disappears, 
and the heavens are ruled alternately by the sun 
and the twilight, made more beautiful by the rosy 
Ughts of the frozen regions which are there seen 
in vivid splendour. The wind moaned in prophetic 
tone, as the lady Astrida gathered closely around 
her the folds of her cloak, and in a low voice 
directed old Thoralf to lead the way. No human 
sounds, save their own, broke on their ear, as they 
made their way through by-path and field to the 
road leading to the Uplands, where swell in eternal 
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grandeur the majestic peaks of the Doorefield 
mountains and the summit of the lofty Sncehatten. 
There lay the patrimony of Eric Biodaskalde, the 
bonder of Ofrostad, the father of the widowed 
Astrida, and thither the unhappy lady directed her 
steps; hut many a weary mile lay between her 
and her father's house, and she gi'ew faint by the 
way, and was fain to lie down and rest in thickets 
and deep glades, where no one could see her ; and 
she and her companions were content to eat wild 
berries, and the coarse fare they could procure by 
begging at the huts of peasants: but they were 
very careful not to show themselves by daylight, 
and when night was come, then one of them went 
forth to seek food ; and thus they journeyed for 
several days, for Astrida was weak, and could not 
walk far without resting. At length they came to 
the borders of a lake, wherein was a small island 
well covered with tfees, and all around was so still 
and soft and peaceful, and Astrida was growing so 
weak, that Thoralf and his brave comrades de- 
termined to make a raft, and cross over to the 
island, and see whether it would suit them for a 
dwelling during the warm summer weather. So, 
when night was come, they with their axes hewed 
down large branches from the trees, and before 
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morning had bound them together with small 
twigs, and made a raft strong enough to carry 
them over the water. Yet another day had they 
to lie hid, and they covered up their work with 
leaves and boughs, lest any one passing that way 
might find it; but when evening was come, and 
the world was hushed to sleep, they stole out of 
their lair, and praying to Odin and to his son. 
Balder the beautiful, that they might find favour 
in their eyes (for these poor honest men were 
heathens all the time), they boldly put out in their 
frail bark, and paddled it across the lake to the 
island. This they carefully examined, and finding 
that it had no inhabitants, and was full of caves 
and hiding places, they resolved to go back for the 
lady Astrida, and conceal her there until her time 
should be past. So they returned; and they 
thought that Balder looked down upon them with 
a loving glance for their good action, as they 
moved gently over the glassy surface of the lake. 
And Astrida, and her foster-mother Alfhilda, and 
the little Thorgils, were anxiously watching them, 
and hastened to meet them ; and when they heard 
what Thoralf had to say about the island, they 
thought tiiat the gods had especially selected this 
place for the birth of the infant of Astrida. They 
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then placed on the frail bark all that they had 
brought with them, and trusting themselves fear- 
lessly to it, again launched forth upon the bosom 
of the lake. Picture to yourself that poor lady, 
forced to wander thus by night, to save herself 
from enemies worse than wild beasts ; her husband 
cruelly murdered a few days previously, her friends 
scattered, exiled, or put to death; all save the 
devoted few who stood around her, in the hour of 
her agony. She thought of all the gods of her 
fathers, and probably of the great spirit whom, 
under the name of Odin, she ignorantly worshipped 
—and wondered if they heard, or saw, or pitied her 
distress. Yet, doubtless, there was One who 
heeded her throughout all her trials. Had she 
but been taught to know Hinj, what comfort had 
been hers 1 But she knew Him but dimly ; for 
Hakon the Good had not been able to make 
Norway a Christian country. 

That night Astrida lay down in peace : her bed 
was made in a cave, and formed of rushes aYid 
dried leaves, and her cloak was the coverlet. She 
knew that loving hearts and watchful eyes were 
around her ; and no enemy could take her by sur- 
prise. By night the faithful youths, who guarded 
her, crossed over to the shore, and roaming 
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through the neighbouring woods, would sometimes 
kill a deer or a kid with their arrows, and when 
daylight was passed they would return with their 
stock of food. And in this way did they contrive 
to live — ^not quite so comfortably, you will say, as 
if they had been in Astrida's palace at Nidaros, 
but in fitr greater safety — for Gunhilda and her 
sons knew not where to find her. And in a few 
days her child was bom, and she joyed exceed- 
ingly that it was a boy. Then she caused water 
to be poured over it, not by way of Christian 
baptism, but after the manner of her heathen 
ancestors, who thus dedicated their children to 
the gods. And she named him Olaf, after his 
father's father: and thus did this famous king 
come into the world. 
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CHAPTEE III. 

astbida's flight. 

In the solitude of the lonely island did the lady 
Astrida nurse the babe which God had given her ; 
sad and dreary was her lot, for her love for the 
child caused her the more dread of being dis- 
covered. Her faithful companions in exile did all 
they could to comfort her, and while the fine mild 
summer weather lasted all went tolerably well; 
but when the days began to grow short, and the 
nights to become chiU^ it was seen that the island 
was no home for one brought up in the house of 
plenty. So it was arranged that Astrida, vriith her 
infant son, should endeavour to make her way to 
her father's house at Ofrostad, and that Thoralf 
and his wife, with the young men, should ac- 
company her as before, travelling on foot by night 
and concealing themselves by day. They once 
more embarked on their frail raft, and landed on 
the shore of the mainland in safety. They broke 
up the raft, and scattered the pieces far and wide, 
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lest they might give warning to their pursuers 
that fugitives had been there. And so calling 
upon their ancestral gods for aid, they betook 
themselves to their journey. 

What were Queen Gunhilda and her sons doing 
all this time ? After the murder of King Tryggve, 
they went to his domain in search of Astrida, but 
found her not. They made inquiry after her, but 
could learn nothing ; then they went away to the 
north to subdue the country of Viken, and to 
attack Earl Hakon in Trondheim, and in these 
wars they passed the autumn and the winter. But 
somehow it was told to Gunhilda that a son was 
bom to the lady Astrida, and was therefore heir 
to the throne of all Norway. And she knew that 
she and her sons had no right to it — that they 
had got possession of it by murder, and violence, 
and fraud — which, when she had duly reflected 
on, made her secretly hate Astrida, and resolve to 
put her and her infant out of the world, as she 
had done Astrida's husband. Thus one crime 
ever draws on another ! 

This guilty queen then sent spies to the Up- 
lands, where she thought Astrida was, and charged 
them strictly to find out her place of concealment, 
and whether it was true that she had a little son ; 
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but the spies tried in vain to discover her retreat^ 
and though they roamed through that country in 
various disguises, and made diligent search, they 
were fain to return to Gunhilda no wiser than 
when they set out. Then was Gunhilda exceed- 
ingly wroth, and she resolved to send armed men 
to search the houses of Astrida's friends, and 
bring her to her by force; and she charged 
Hakon, one of her principal captains, with the 
cruel errand, bidding him take with him thirty of 
his bravest men, well armed, and mounted upon 
fleet horses, and go first to the house of Eric 
Biodaskalde at Ofrostad. Now this was in the 
spring time, and Astrida had long months before 
made her way through glen and dell, and chasm 
and forest, in that wild and romantic land, to her 
father's domain. It was dark when she arrived 
there ; and she sent a message privately to him 
to let him know her situation. The good old man 
gladly welcomed her, and spread a gay table for 
her and her friends : and her heart was cheered 
for a time. Old Eric sent back the three youths 
who had brought her thus far in safety, and they 
returned laden with presents from the noble old 
bonder. But Thoralf and his wife and his little 
8on,^Thorgils, remained with her, and abode there 



26 ADVENTURES OP OLAF TRYGGVESON, 

all the winter. Astrida by degrees regained her 
spirits, and little Olaf grew apace a beautiful 
child, in whom all took delight. 

The spring was come again " with all its reck- 
less birds upon the wing," and nature gradually re- 
sumed her mantle of gladness. Astrida's favourite 
pastime was to sit in the porch of her father's 
house, playing with and nursing her infant hero, 
while old Eric would look on and shake his sides 
with laughter at the tricks of the child. But one 
evening their mirth was turned to sadness, and 
their smiles to tears, for there came one who told 
them that he had seen afar oflf a troop of armed 
horsemen, and by their movements he judged that 
they were in pursuit of some one. The name 
" Gunhilda " rose, as by magic, at the same instant 
to the lips of Eric and Astrida. " Betrayed !" she 
exclaimed, clasping her Olaf in terror to her bosom. 
The evening was waning and night drew on apace. 

** Daughter, no time is to be lost," said Eric, 
" if thou wouldst save thy life and that of thy son : 
take such attendants and store with thee as thou 
mayst need, and hie on thy way to the pass of Syl 
Fiellen, thence on the road to Storsjo in Sweden. 
There dwells mine ancient and well-beloved friend 
and companion in arms, Hakon Gamle. Give 



KING OF NOBWAY. 27 

him the letter I wfll write for thee, and he wiU 
afford thee shelter and protection." Short time 
had Astrida to prepare for her toilsome journey, 
and her heart sank within her as she gazed east- 
ward at the lofty mountain peaks of the Dovrefield, 
over which her path lay, for she foresaw the 
perils and fatigues she would have to encounter. 
Besides, she must quit her father's roof for the 
abode of the stranger, and in another land tool 
But then she thought of her little Olaf, and as she 
gazed fondly on his cherub form and features, the 
mother's heart waa nerved for its trials. 

Yet her soul was sad, and her spirit heavy, as 
she kissed her aged father, and took the road to 
the mountains which form an eternal barrier be- 
tween Sweden and Norway. All day she travelled, 
and night was fast closing round her ; the guides 
hurried her along towards the spot they had 
selected for her resting-place that day. She was 
accompanied by her ever-faithful Thoralf and 
Alfhilda, with their little son. After journeying 
many hours they beheld a large mansion, and 
bethought themselves of asking hospitality of the 
owner of the place, which was called Skon, but 
this man was a churl, and drove them away 
with curses ; so they journeyed further, and pre- 
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sently reached the domedn of Vither, which was 
bonded by the hospitable Thorsteia, who gave 
them lodging and food, and they slept well for a 
while. But that same morning Queen GunhUda's 
men had come to Ofrostad and searched for her. 
Eric had stoutly denied that she had been there, 
so they were forced to content themselves with 
this answer, although they did not believe him. 
Then they searched further, and came to Skon, 
where they learnt that strangers had been and 
sought hospitality, also that these strangers had 
taken the road to Fiellen. But, fortunately, 
Hakon, the captain, was slow in his movements, 
and he was more careful of himself than of any 
other thing. So he forced the inhospitable farmer 
(or bonder, as the farmers are termed) to set meat 
before him and his men. Now it happened that 
while they were eating, one of Thorstein's labourers 
came by and called in at the house, and finding 
it full of armed men, he inquired their business. 
Then he hastened on to Thorstein, and told him 
the news ; so the good farmer roused his sleeping 
guests, and giving them a guide and some pro- 
visions, he bade them God-speed. The fugitives 
followed their guide, who led them far out of their 
road into a dreary forest, where there was water. 
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and in it an islet overgrown with reeds. Into this 
secluded spot Astrida and her boy were carried, 
the men wading deep through the water to reach 
the islet. There they all hid themselves. Mean- 
while their pursuers came leisurely on to Thor- 
stein's house, inquiring after Astrida as they went 
Here they found the honest bonder, who told 
them that some persons answering to the descrip- 
tion of Astrida and her friends had been there, 
but had departed at daybreak towards the forest 
Thereupon Hakon and his men made Thorstein 
go with them to point out all the paths and 
hiding places. He made no objection, but was 
resolved in his heart that they should not find the 
lady they were in search of, so he led them about 
and about the whole day , to no purpose, until they 
were weary. Then they gave up the pursuit, and 
returned to Gunhilda to tell her of their want of 
success. Thorstein watched their departure, then 
he released Astrida and her friends from their 
irksome hiding place, and they pursued their 
journey to Sweden. In a few days they were 
welcomed at Storsjo by Eric's good and true 
friend, Hakon " the Old." • 
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CHAPTER IV. 

olaf's childhood. 

At this time there reigned in Sweden an aged 
king, called Eric the Victorious ; and when the 
cruel Gunhilda heard of Astrida's escape, she sent 
her captain, Hakon, with many presents and kind 
messages to the old monarch, in hopes of making 
friends with him, and of persuading him to give 
orders that Astrida and Olaf should be delivered 
up to her. In those barbarous times, it was usual 
for neighbouring kings to assist one another in 
getting hold of runaway subjects ; and as old Eric 
did not know that Gunhilda's intentions towards 
Astrida and her child were so bad as they really 
were, he gave the order she asked for, and also 
commanded several attendants to accompany the 
queen's messenger to Hakon the Old, and per- 
suade him to yield up his guests. So Hakon, the 
messenger, set forth and journeyed till he came to 
the house of Hakon the Old ; whom, when he saw, 
he treated with the greatest respect, and with 
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many professions of friendship for Astrida and the 
child, tried to induce the venerable bonder to give 
them up. But the latter, acting in an equally 
friendly manner, replied that as far as he was 
concerned, the lady and her child were welcome 
either to go or stay, but that he would not press 
her to do one or the other : so that it depended 
entirely on herself. Now, when Ajstrida was asked 
whether she would go or not, she at once refused 
to leave old Hakon's house; and as the other 
BEakon did not dare to use force to compel her, he 
was fain to return to King Eric, and tell him of 
his want of success. He also asked him for some 
assistance to take the boy, whether old Hakon 
liked it or not, and the king consented, and gave 
him some more attendants. So he went back to 
Hakon the old, and demanded that Olaf should be 
given up to him. Whereupon the brave old man 
refused to listen to him, and dared him to touch 
the boy ; and while he spoke, his servants gathered 
round him armed, some with weapons, and some 
with sticks, so that when Gunhilda's envoy 
threatened violence, they rushed upon him and 
his men, and he escaped with his life with great 
difficulty. After this, he became disheartened ; 
and, giving up the attempt to capture Olaf, he 
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returned to Norway to inform the queen of all 
that he had done, with which she was very ill 
satisfied. 

But Astrida, though she and her little son had 
escaped this time through the firmness of her 
kind and hrave old friend, became alarmed for 
her safety — ^for she remembered that Hakon 
Gamle was an old man, and might soon die, and 
then she would be without a protector — ^and she was 
too near to Norway not to be liable to constant 
attempts against herself and her child while 
Gunhilda and her sons lived. Then she be- 
thought herself of her brother, Sigurd, who, many 
years before, had entered into the service of the 
feimous Vladimir Monomachus, Grand Prince of 
, Russia, and who was much esteemed for his 
prudence and valour by that prince. So much 
confidence had Vladimir in Sigurd's honesty and 
ability, that he had appointed him receiver and 
collector of his rents and taxes, and this important 
oflSce Sigurd now filled. Astrida had not seen her 
brother for a very long time ; but she had heard 
tidings of him, occasionally, through the merchants 
who traded between Norway and the rich city of 
Novogorod, which was the largest town in King 
Vladimir's dominions, and she knew that he was 
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rich and powerful. So she made up her mind to 
go to him, and she told her wish to the good old 
HakoUy who approved of her scheme, and gave 
her money and clothes and attendants, and all 
that was necessary for so long and dangerous a 
journey. They parted with great grief, for 
Astrida had now lived two years under the roof of 
Hakon, and her noble boy Olaf was the light of 
the old man's eyes : the child was now three years 
of age, and remarkably handsome, strong, and 
intelligent. Thoralf and his son Thorgils also 
resolved to go with her. The faithful Alfhilda 
had died a short time before. 

In those days, and for many hundreds of years 
before, the seas in those parts had been infested 
by pirates, who called themselves viking?, or kings 
of the sea^ And they had their stronghold in the 
island of Gothland in the Baltic, whence they 
sallied forth from time to time to plunder the coasts 
of Sweden and of Livonia and Esthonia — and to 
intercept ships laden with merchandize, trading 
between those countries. Now, the course which 
the ship had to steer, that bore the lady and her 
son from Sweden to the coast of Livonia, lay 
right in the path of these pirates, so that when 
the vessel was fairly out to sea, she encountered a 

D 
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large ship fflled with these savage men, who, as 
soon as they perceived her, bore down upon her, 
and commenced shooting arrows and slinging 
stones at those who were standing on her deck^ 
and killed so many of them that the ship could 
not be worked. Then the pirates boarded her, 
and they made all the crew and the passengers 
stand before them ; and those that were old, or 
weak, or deformed, they killed — ^the rest they 
divided between them for slaves. Unfortunately, 
poor Astrida was chosen by one fierce-looking 
man, while Olaf was taken by another, . whose 
name was Elerkon, and who also got the faithful 
old Thoralf and little Thorgils as his share of the 
booty. But what words can paint Astrida's grief 
and OlaTs terror, when the cruel Klerkon, de» 
liberately taking up an axe, struck Thoredf dead 
with it, saying that he was too old to be of use to 
any one! Alas! the poor mother's grie& were 
scarcely begun ; for when the pirates' ship came 
into harbour, Klerkon took Olaf and Thorgils 
ashore, and sold them to a man named Eleerk, 
not for gold, but for a ram, thus putting the two 
children on a level with an animal ! Astrida 
sunk down in a swoon when she saw her child 
thus taken away from her. He was too young to 
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understand what was going on around him, and 
was more occupied in noticing the strange people 
he was with than thinking of his poor mother, 
for he was a child of an adventurous spirit : but 
9he thought that she had seen him for the last 
time. When Olaf grew to be a man, and was told 
of all this, he tried to find out what had become 
of his mother ; but all he could learn was that 
the pirate who had taken her prisoner had carried 
her away, and no one had ever heard of either of 
them since. Nor was she heard of for many a 
long year, as we shall see in the sequeL 

The man who paid a ram for Olaf, wanted a 
cloak when winter came, and as he had a neigh- 
bour who had one to sell, the two made a bargain, 
and Olaf was sold for a cloak. His new master's 
name was Beas, and both he and his wife were 
very kind people, and took a fancy to Olaf, so 
that he was very well treated, and was much 
beloved by the household. Here he remained for 
six years, and here he might have remained always 
but for an accident. It so happened that Sigurd, 
the tax-collector of King Vladimir, came round to 
the city where Beas dwelt to collect the taxes ; 
and walking in the market-place, he observed a 
remarkably handsome boy, whose appearance wa» 
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very unlike that of the children of the inhabitants. 
Stepping up to him, he asked of him his name and 
what family he belonged to. Now Thorgils, who 
was several years older than Olaf, had told the 
latter all about his father, King Tryggve, and his 
mother Astrida, so that Olaf was able to answer 
the questions. Then Sigurd knew he was his 
sister's son, and asked him how he came there. 
Olaf told him all his adventures, as well as he 
could recollect them ; so Sigurd, without telling 
him who he was, bought him from Beas, and also 
bought Thorgils, and took them both back with 
him to Novogorod. 
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CHAPTER V. 



olaf's youth. 



Of all the great cities of the earth, Novogorod 
was one of the greatest at the time when Olaf 
lived. It was distinguished, far above all the 
other cities of Bussia, for its wealth and indepen- 
dence, and the Russians were so proud of it that it 
grew to be a common saying amongst them: — 
'* Who shall dare to oppose God and great Novo- 
gorod?" which feeling was akin to the pride of 
mighty Babylon of old, when it revelled in its 
wealth and its iniquities. But Novogorod was a 
great commercial city, and traded with all the 
countries then known, so that people from every 
nation were to be found within its streets. Yet 
what was strangest of all was that this great city, 
though situated in a despotic country, was a re- 
public, and its inhabitants had the spirit, and 
courage, and independence of republicans, though 
its chief was a prince of the blood of the house of 
Buiik. This chief was called the Namestuick, 
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but he was merely the head magistrate, and was 
bound to govern according to the laws of the city ; 
nor had he any power beyond this. The city was 
nominally subject to the Grand Duke of Bnssia^ 
who had certain privileges there. Fortunately 
for Novogorod and for Bussia, the present Grand 
Duke was a good as well as a great man, and had 
saved his country from great peril on more than 
one occasion. His name, Vladimir Monomachus, 
has been, accordingly, held in veneration ever 
since. Such was Sigurd's master. " Like master, 
like man," and such was Sigurd, who had bought 
little 01a£ 

Olaf was nine years old, as we have seen, when 
he came to Bussia, and was very handsome and 
quick. He was fond of martial toys and martial 
pictures, and nothing delighted him so much as 
witnessing the movements of soldiers, and the 
display of activity and skill in leaping, wrestling, 
running, and other athletic exercises. One day 
he was in the market-place, where there were 
usually large crowds of people : his uncle, Sigurd, 
had bought him a little axe, with which he was 
mightily pleased, and he was for chopping every- 
thing that came in his way. Before the day 
was out, however, he made use of his axe in an 



KING OP NORWAY^ 39 

unexpected manner ; for in the midst of the throng 
he caught sight of a man whom he thought he 
knew: he followed him for some time to make 
sure he was right, and finally satisfied himself 
that this person was no other than Klerkon, the 
Esthonian pirate, who had so cruelly torn him 
from his mother, and murdered poor old Thoralf 
Lusiskieeg, his foster-father. Though Olaf was 
but three years old when these events occurred, 
yet they had made so vivid an impression on him, 
that he had never forgotten the scene, nor the 
features of the actors in it. His thoughts crowded 
fast upon him, and his anger rose as he followed 
Klerkon, until at length, watching his opportunity, 
he ran behind him, and striking him on the head 
with his axe, he clove his skull down to the brain. 
He was very much alarmed at what he had done, 
when he saw the man lying dead on the ground, 
and people running up to see what was the matter ; 
so he dashed into the crowd, and made his way 
home, where he found Sigurd, and told him what 
he had done. Now Sigurd knew that by the laws 
of Novogorod it was death to kill any one who 
had not been lawfully condemned, and he thought 
it would not be long before the crowd would come 
and demand that Olaf should be given up to 
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justice ; so he took the lad to the palace of the 
queen, told her what had happened, and begged 
her to protect him. The queen was attracted by 
the comely looks and noble aspect of the boy, and 
readily declared her willingness to do all she 
could to save him ; so she ordered her soldiers to 
be called out and drawn up in front of the palace. 
And by the time this was done, the people came 
shouting and yelling through the streets, having 
by some means found out who had killed the man, 
and whither the slayer had fled for refuge. How- 
ever, when they saw the soldiers they desisted 
from their clamour, though they did not disperse, 
but consulted with themselves what they had 
better do. 

Meanwhile it was told to the king that there 
was a tumult at the palace, so he forthwith 
hastened thither to put an end to the strife, which 
he did thus. He sent for the chief magistrate of 
the district, and offered to pay such a fine to the 
city as should be agreed upon to satisfy the 
people and save the boy. Accordingly, a sum was 
named and paid, and so the matter ended. 

But it was the stepping-stone of Olaf s fortune ; 
for the queen took such a fancy to him that she 
would not part with him. Now, when Sigurd saw 
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this, he thought he had better tell her who Olaf 
was. Accordingly, he told her how Olaf was the 
son of Tryggve Olafsson, king of Norway, who 
had been murdered, and how his mother had fled 
to Sweden to escape from her husband's murderers, 
and how she had set out to come to Bussia, but 
had been carried away captive by pirates, and had 
never more been heard of ; and, lastly, that he him- 
self was his uncle. Then the queen's sympa- 
thies were roused, and her heart yearned towards 
the lad, and she besought the king to have pity 
on him, that he might not be sent from her, for 
by the laws of Novogorod no person of royal birth 
could stay in that city without the king's consent. 
And the king, who was all goodness, received 
Olaf kindly, and treated him as the son of a king, 
and caused him to be instructed in all that was 
befitting his high station. It fared well with the 
youth all the time that he chose to remain with 
King Vladimir, and he grew to be very handsome, 
stout, and strong ; he excelled in riding, wrestling, 
wielding the spear and the sword, swimming, and 
all manly exercises, and his reputation spread far 
and wide. He was as dexterous with his left hand 
as with his right, and could perform many feats of 
the jugglers; for instance, he could make three 
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sharp daggers continually rise in the air, catching 
them as they fell by the handle, and throwing 
them up in quick succession, so that they appeared 
to moTe round in a circle. He could also nm 
round a boat upon the oars while the boatmen 
were rowing, and many strange feats could he 
perform, which were more curious than usefuL 
So highly did King Vladimir esteem him, that he 
made him chief over the men-at-arms whom he 
sent out to defend the land against the Varan- 
gians, the Tschuder, and the Biarmians, and other 
fierce rovers and pirates who infested the seas, 
and Olaf fought several battles : all of them he 
won, and he was much beloved by his soldiers; 
for he was very generous to them, and as the king 
allowed him a handsome revenue, he maintained 
a great many men-at-arms at his own expense. 

Now, as Olaf grew in years and beauty, he 
foimd greater favour than ever in the eyes of the 
queen — and there were not wanting those who re- 
ported this to the king in such a manner as to 
disparage the young prince — ^for it always happens 
that favourites have many enemies, and, as Olaf 
was a foreigner, the youths of Bussia were envious 
of his good fortune. It was then the custom at 
the courts of great monarcbs that the queen 
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should have as many attendants as the king, and 
both strove to obtain the finest-looking men ; and 
at the court of King Yladimir this custom was 
observed likewise. Queen Allogia was very de- 
sirous to have Olaf for one of her attendants, 
whereupon King Vladimir grew silent, and his 
brow was dark towards the youth, and he ceased 
to be as kind to him as heretofore. When Olaf 
noticed this, he told it to the queen, and they took 
counsel together, and the end of it aU was that 
Olaf thought he had better leave the country, and 
seek his fortune elsewhere. He had a strong 
desire to visit his native land, if he might do so 
with safety. And the queen, with sorrow in her 
heart, bade him God-speed, and commended his 
bravery ; but she would have preferred his staying 
where he was. The king said nothing, so Olaf 
hired a number of daring followers, and bought a 
ship, and sailed out to sea. He had been nine 
years with King Vladimir, and was now eighteen 
years of age. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

HOW OLAF GOT MARRIED THE FIRST TIME. 

We must not judge by our own standard the 
actions of those who lived a thousand years ago. 
Times have changed since then, and we have 
changed with them. Thus, though it may now 
seem very wicked to fit out ships for the purpoee 
of robbing and murdering, it was not then thought 
wrong to do it On the contrary, those bold 
adventurers who cared nothing for their own lives 
or the lives of other people, and braved all sorts of 
danger from love of excitement, were thought great 
heroes. And thus it was that Olaf, following in 
the footsteps of his fore&thers, began his career as 
a rover, or pirate, or viking, or whatever else you 
like to call it. 

He sailed from the coast of Esthonia, and pro- 
ceeded to the north, landing whenever he was near 
the coast, and saw anything worth taking, and plun- 
dering the unfortunate towns and villages. In 
this way be visited the coasts of Finland and 
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Sweden, and the adjacent islands, and carried off a 
large booty, though he sometimes had a hard fight 
with the people on shore. He was very successful 
in his trade of pirate ; and after cruising for some 
time he put into harbour in the island of Bomholm 
to enjoy liimself, but there arose such a dreadful 
storm from the north, that his ship was driven out 
to sea, and he was forced to scud before the wind, 
and when the storm abated he found himself off 
the coast of Yendland, or what is now called 
Eastern Prussia ; and being fortunate enough to 
find a good harbour, he sailed into it, and cast 
anchor there. Then Olaf and his companions 
went ashore with their booty, and sold it for 
money, recdizing a large sum, which enabled them 
to live in luxury for a time. They remained here 
very peaceably, eating and drinking, and making 
merry with the people of the country, who thought 
them very great personagea At this time, Yend- 
land was governed by a king, called Burislaf, who 
had three daughters, — Geyra, Gunhilda, and As- 
trida, — and he had given to each of them a portion 
of his kingdom to govern, and that part of it where- 
in Olaf had landed was governed by the eldest, the 
Princess Goyra. Kumours came to the ears of the 
princess, that the strangers were men of distin- 
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guished appearance and peaceable manners, and 
that their chief was a young man of remarkable 
beauty ; and her curiosity was roused, so that she 
summoned her principal advisers, and asked theb 
counsel what she should do. Then one of them, 
whose name was Dixin, oflfered to go to the stran- 
gers, and in her name invite them to take up their 
winter abode with her, for the summer was well* 
nigh past, and the stormy season was at hand- 
Now, when Dixin was come to Olaf, he was greatly 
surprised at his noble appearance, and gave him a 
most friendly invitation to visit the Princess Geyra ; 
and Olaf, who had often heard mention made of 
her, and of her beauty, and goodness, was in no- 
wise loth to accept it. Adorning himself to the 
best advantage, he appeared before the princess, 
who was greatly charmed with him, and made him 
seat himself beside her. And she inquired of him 
the history of his life, which when he had related, 
she was still more pleased to find that he was of 
royal birth ; and he on his part was equally well 
pleased with her, so that they soon grew to love 
each other, and Olaf at last asked her to marry 
him. Greyra was overjoyed ; and Olaf married her 
that same winter, and became ruler with her over 
her dominions. Thus his good fortune followed 
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him always, and whereas he had been a fugitive 
and a slave, he was pow, though only nineteen 
years of age, a king, and the husband of a beautiful 
princess. 

You would think he had now wherewith to make 
himself happy ; but no. Olaf was fond of adven- 
ture, and of the excitement of war ; it was, indeed, 
a passion with him, and in his heart he cared more 
for glory, as it is called, than for the blessings of 
peace. In the half-barbarous asre and country that 
L Uved in. war was considered a pastime, and the 
strong lorded it over the weak whenever they 
could. Now, many of the provinces, which were 
under the rule of Queen Geyra, revolted, and re- 
fused to pay the taxes; and Olaf, who had been 
nearly six months doing little else besides enjoying 
himself, and had grown tired of an idle life, was 
glad of the opportunity to show off his prowess 
against these rebel vassals. Accordingly, putting 
himself at the head of his men, he marched against 
them and fought with them, killing many, and 
destroying their houses and property, until at 
length they were fain to submit to him, and pay 
all the arrears of taxes due to the queen. This 
little exploit gave him a thirst for attempting some- 
thing greater ; and in the spring he fitted out some 
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ships, and sailed out to sea on a roving excursion, 
in pursuit of excitement and plunder. He steered 
his course towards Sweden, and landed on the coast 
of the province of Scania: here the people col- 
lected in great numbers to oppose him, and as soon 
as he had landed, they gave him battle ; but he 
and his stout warriors bore down all before them* 
and the Scanians fled, and Olaf acquired a great 
booty. He then set sail, and proceeded eastward, 
towards the island of Gothland, where he did as he 
had done in Scania, and carried off more plunder, 
with which he was well satisfied, and steered back 
to Vendland ; but on his way he fell in with a large 
vessel laden with goods, which was a Swedish ship, 
and had a brave crew on board. However, Olaf 
disdained easy conquests, and was glad that the 
merchants were brave, for he had great trouble in 
taking their ship, and they would not surrender to 
him, but were all slain. After this cruel exploit, 
Olaf returned to Vendland, where he was welcomed 
by his wife, Geyra, who loved him with all her 
heart. 

About this time the Emperor, Otho IIL of 
Germany, made war upon Harold, king of Den- 
mark, and commanded him to embrace the true 
faith and be baptized, on pain of destruction; 
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but the Danish King refused to submit; then 
the emperor raised a great army out of Germany, 
France, Holland, and Prussia, and marched against 
Harold. Amongst the vassals of the Emperor was 
Burislaf, king of Yendland, and he, with his son- 
in-law, Olaf, joined the standard of Otho, and 
marched to the frontiers of Denmark. Then 
Harold, mounting the great Danish wall, which 
had been built two hundred years before, and 
guarded the country on the south, slew the 
invaders as they came up; and many a contest 
took place in the ditches and on the ramparts: 
but not all the valour of all the host of Otho, 
nor of Olaf himself, could make any impression, 
so that at last the emperor turned back. He 
then collected ships, and, crossing the sea, he 
landed in Jutland, whitlier he was followed by 
Burislaf and Olaf. When Harold heard this, 
he marched out to meet the emperor. It was 
near the city of Sleswig that the battle took 
place, and Harold was worsted, and fled to Lym- 
fiord and the Isle of Mors. Then Otho sent a 
messenger to Harold proposing a truce, and that 
they should meet and talk, which if he had done 
at first, it would have saved great expense and 
trouble, as well as misery and loss of life. So 

E 
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they met, and Harold and his army were baptized 
into the Christian faith ; and, what is strange after 
such a beginning, Harold became a steadfetst 
Christian unto death ; but we are not told that all 
his soldiers were like him. Had it been so, the 
emperor would haye done some good by Tnn.1nng 
war upon Denmark as he had done. He parted 
in Mendship with the Danish king, and returned 
to his own country, and King Burislaf returned to 
his, and Olaf went with him. 

Again his fond wife welcomed him ; and this was 
the last time he parted from her until the £mal 
separation came, which it did three years after- 
wards. For Geyra fell sick of a mortal disease, 
and she passed away from this world to another, to 
the great grief of Olaf, who loTcd her tenderly, 
and refused to be comforted after her death. Such 
is the way with those who seek not for consolation 
where alone it is to be found; but Olaf was as yet 
a heathen. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

HOW OLAF PASSED HIS WIDOWERHOOD. 

Learning was not of much account in those days, 
and even had it been, Olaf was not one to turn his 
mind to it ; nor was he content to remain in Vend- 
land, for everything there reminded him of his 
lost wife: So he returned to his old ways, and, 
fitting out a fleet of war-ships, on board of which 
he easily persuaded a number of daring youths to 
follow him, he bade adieu to his father-in-law. 
King Burislaf, and to Vendland, resolved to seek 
for a home, and perhaps a kingdom, wherever for- 
tune might lead him. 

Many sad thoughts arose in his mind, as the 
land where he had sojourned so long and happily 
with his Geyra faded from his view. But he was 
young, and grief is but transient in youthful 
hearts ; besides, the world was aU before him, and 
as his ship danced upon the waters, and the sails 
filled, and his brave companions talked and 
laughed and sang around him, his sorrow gave 
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way, and he was soon himself again — ^the same 
Olaf who four years before had, in like manner, 
quitted the court of King Vladimir to seek his 
fortune, and had found it in Yendland. Where 
shall he find it next ? 

He first thought of the land of his birth— of 
that old romantic Norway, where his sires had 
drawn their breath ; but his force was too weak to 
recoTer the throne of his ancestors, and should he 
fail there, his end was deatL So he resolyed to 
steer for countries he had often heard of, but 
never seen — that is to say, for Flanders, and 
France, and England, and Scotland, and Ireland. 
And all along the coasts of those countries did he 
plunder, and thus maintained himself and his 
men. Sometimes he found a pleasant harbour, 
where he anchored a while to refresh himself, and 
would occasionally land peaceably, and pay for his 
provisions, or barter his plunder for money. In 
this way in time he visited the north shores of 
Europe, and saw all the beautiful country which 
lies on the north-western part of France, as far 
south as the river Loire; and on many a plain 
from Friesland to Yalland left he the bloody print 
of his battle-axe. Then he sailed northward to 
the British Isles, where reigned Ethelred, the 
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"unready'^ king. That unhappy country was a 
prey to foreign and domestic foes, and Olaf 
ravaged wide round the land, from the coast of 
Cornwall to the distant Hebrides ; then south he 
turned towards Ireland, wliich he spared not, 
neither did he Scotland nor Wales. Finally, he 
came to the Scilly Isles, where he reposed for a 
time. Four years had he roved in his ships since 
he bade adieu to Yendland ; and his name was a 
terror everywhere, though the name he bore was 
not exactly the one he had at his birth, for he had 
given out to the world that he was a Bussian, and 
was called Ola — dreading lest his father'^ enemies 
in Norway might find out that he was that same 
Olaf, the son of Ring Tryggve Olafsson, to whom 
of right the crown belonged, and who had been hid 
and carried away by his mother, Astrida, twenty- 
seven years before. 

Now, while Olaf was Ijdng in the ScUly Islands, 
he was told of a wise man that dwelt there, who 
had the power of foreseeing what would happen, 
and was endowed with the gift of prophecy. Many 
stories were told of this seer, how he had predicted 
things which came to pass; all of which raised 
Olaf s curiosity, so that he resolved to try whether 
the man could tell him his fortune. Now, Olaf 
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was known everywhere as the handsomest and 
bravest and strongest man in the wcnrld, so that 
nothing was more likely than that the seer should 
recognize him if he presented himself. Therefore, 
he dressed np one of the handsomest and strongest 
of his men in fine clothes, and bade him say he 
was Ola, and ask what was to befall him. But the 
seer was not to be so easily deceived. Whether 
he had seen the real Olaf or not, I cannot say ; it 
was not unlikely that he had, for Olaf had stayed 
long enough on the islands to be known by their 
inhabitants. Be that as it may, he gave the man 
this answer : — " Thou art not the king, but be thou 
faithful to him." 

The man could get no other answer, so he 
returned to Olaf and told him what he had heard, 
aU of which increased Olaf s curiosity, the more 
80 as he was desirous to know why the seer 
called him a Icing. So he went himself to the 
seer, and demanded of him how it would fere with 
his fortunes. Then the seer consulted \nB book, 
and, after long consideration, he uttered these 
words, in a solemn voice, as if he felt their reality, 
and they made a deep impression on Olaf: — 

" Thou wilt become a renowned king, and do 
wondrous deeds. Thou wilt bring many to the 
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true faith, to thy soul's good, and the saving of 
others." 

^^By what tokens shall I know that this will 
come to pass ?" said Olaf. 

**The tokens shall be these," replied the seer. 
**Even now while thou art absent from thy ships, 
thy followers conspire against thee. Betum 
quickly, and thou wilt perceiye this. A battle 
will ensue, and thou wilt be dangerously wounded; 
then shalt thou be borne on a shield to thy ship, 
where thou shalt lie seven days ere thy wounds 
shall be healed. When this has happened, then 
come again to me, and I will tell thee more." 

Sadly and pensively did Olaf retrace his steps 
towards his ships, pondering deeply on the strange 
words of the seer, when, lo 1 there came running 
to him in haste some of his. men, who, on seeing 
him, cried out, — " Great is our joy to meet with 
thee, oh! prince, for in thy absence Thorkeld 
Loire has set up to be our leader, and hcus drawn 
away many of thy men. He says they are weary 
of thee, and long to see again their own Vend- 
land." Then Olaf felt more heavy at heart than 
he had ever done before, for he had been kind to 
Thorkeld Leire, and had heaped favours upon 
him. Had Olaf known the heart of man better, 
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he would haye rightly judged that this man would 
have been the first to turn against him. Besides, 
the words of the seer had sunk into his soul, and 
he felt as though he were going down to death. 
Yet said he nought of all this, but bade his fol- 
lowers get ready their arms, and summon around 
his banner those who remained faithful to him; 
which, when done, he led them boldly against 
Thorkeld Loire and the rebels, who were also 
aided by some of the people of the countiy. 
Desperately did they fight, for they knew they 
had no hope of pardon from Olaf. In the thickest 
of the fray was the hero found, and his battle-axe 
played fearfully in the ranks of his enemies. 
Long he sought Thorkeld, that he might fight him 
hand to hand. At length he encountered him, 
though the rebel would fain have avoided his 
exasperated chieftain, for he knew full well the 
weight of his arm and the unerring stroke of his 
weapon ; and he was now to prove both in his own 
person, for he soon fell to the ground, cloven 
through the helmet to the centre of the brain. 
Hitherto Olaf had escaped unhurt ; and, when he 
saw his foes disperse themselves and take to flight, 
he began to doubt the truth of the prophecy of 
the seer. With a loud shout he called on them to 
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stand and bear themselyes like men; but they 
heeded him not, and fied the faster. In their 
flight they turned and shot their arrows at ran- 
dom, and one struck Olaf between his hauberk and 
his hehn, and pierced his neck, and another 
entered between the greaves of his armour, and 
pierced his leg. He soon sank down from loss of 
blood, and became speechless; and, while thus 
prostrate, his faithM followers took a narrow and 
long shield, the longest they could find, and, 
placing Olaf on it, they raised him on their 
shoulders, and bore him to his ship, where they 
dressed his wounds and laid him on his bed. 
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CHAPTER Vm. 

OLAF TUBNS CHRISTIAN. 

When Olaf recovered his senses, and found him' 
self lying on his bed grievously wounded, he called 
to mind the prediction of the seer, and wondered 
at it more and more. At last he thought that a 
great warning to him had been intended by the 
gods, and he vowed that if he should recover, he 
would offer up a great sacrifice to Odin in token 
of his gratitude. But when he fell asleep, there 
came to him a dream. And this was his dream. 
He was walking in a dreary land surrounded by 
high hills, and his road led him to the brink of a 
precipice before he knew that he was in such 
danger : the ground began to slip fix)m under him, 
and he clutched at what he might to save himself 
from falling into the yawning abyss ; but he found 
nothing except weak twigs, which gave way as he 
seized them. In his despair, he called aloud for 
help, but no one came, and he was ' about to re- 
sign himself to death, when lo, a youth of beauti- 
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ful and radiant countenance, clad in white robes, 
stood beside him, and smiling benignantly upon 
him, pointed to a distant hill, whereon stood a 
cross which Olaf had not noticed before. A bright 
light shone round abont it, but a suffering and 
sorrowing form was nailed to it. Yet, though so 
far off, Olaf thought that the eyes of the sufferer 
were fixed upon him with a tender love, and turned 
to the angel who stood beside him to ask who the 
sufferer was. "That Divine Being is Jesus of 
Nazareth, the God of the Christians," replied the 
shining one ; '^ He has died for thee, Olaf 1 He 
will save thee from destruction." At the same 
time, the dreamer seemed to regain a firm footing 
on the ground. "Died for me I" he exclaimed, 
" and wherefore T He turned to the angel, but 
he had disappeared ; he turned towards the cross^ 
but he saw his own spear head instead, and near 
him stood an attendant in a loose white robe : the 
dream was ended, the sleeper was awake. But 
his dream was the subject of his waking thoughts ; 
and he longed impatiently for the time when he 
might rise from his bed and seek the seer. Seven 
days passed — ^long, long they seemed to him, but 
they passed away at last as other days do, and will 
do until time shall be no more. And we shall 
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pass away with them, as Olaf has done long since 
— ay more than three hundred thousand days 
since. And when the seventh day was come, Olaf 
stood upright, and was able to walk, as the seer 
had foretold ; and his first act was to go to that 
wise man's dwelling. 

When Olaf saw him, he bowed himself before 
him, and said, ^' Oh ! wisest of men, not the witch- 
wife Hulda, nor the mighty Odin himself could 
have foretold more truly the things which have 
happened. By what power dost thou know these 
things ? and why hast thou bid me come again to 
thee ?" 

^My son," replied the aged seer, "God hath 
need of thee ; not that Odin whom thou dost igno- 
rantly worship, but the God of the Christians; 
and he hath already signified this to thee in the 
vision wherein thou sawedst Jesus of Nazareth 
nailed to the cross — In hoc signo vinces" 

Then Olaf stood as one bereft of his senses ; for 
he had not told his dream to any one, yet the seer 
knew it. Then he exclaimed, " Of a truth I per- 
ceive that God is with thee, since thou kno west all 
things.*' 

" Not so," said the seer. '* I know only those 
things which it pleaseth Him to let me know. 
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A.iid now thou seest that He is with me ; and I 
have sent for thee a second time to tell thee that 
thou must be baptised into the Christian faith, and 
renounce for ever thy Odin and thy Thor, and 
those other valiant heroes whom thy ancestors 
have made into gods." 

And Olaf asked the seer what it was necessary 
for him to do to become a Christian ; and the seer 
replied — 

*' Hie thee to a priest, thou and thy followers, 
and tell him thy desire to become a Christian, and 
he will tell thee what it is needful thou shouldst 
do. Obey him in all things, and thou shalt yet 
be Mug of thy native land." 

Then Olaf did as the seer bade him do, and he 
sought a priest who should instruct him in the 
faith. And the fierce warrior sat like a child at 
the feet of the venerable man, and listened eagerly 
to him as he told him of the wisdom and goodness 
of one more powerful far them Odin : how He had 
created the world and placed man in a state of 
innocence upon it; how sin had corrupted the 
race whom He had so endowed with heavenly 
gifts ; how, in the great plan of the redemption 
of the fallen race from the powers of hell. He had 
raised up one who had combated with and subdued 
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them under his feet, and revealed a glorious im- 
mortality, and a heaven nobler far than Yalhalb 
and the halls of Odin, where the souls of the just 
made perfect rejoice in the presence of the Lord of 
Life and Light, and in celestial occupations for 
ever. He told him of the agony on the cross and 
the ascension into heaven, and of the sufferings 
and martyrdom of the apostles of Christ, who were 
truer and braver soldiers, he said, than had ev^ 
stood by the side of Olaf in his sharpest conflicts 
with his enemies. New thoughts and nobler 
aspirations filled the mind of the youthful warrior, 
after reflecting on all that fell from the lips of the 
holy man at the interviews which he had with 
him; and his heart was touched at the tales of 
Joseph and his brethren, and of Moses and the 
wonders in Egypt, of Gideon and Samson, of 
Samuel and Saul, of David and Solomon, of 
Daniel and the prophets, and the captivity of 
the chosen people. 

Many months Olaf abode here ; and during this 
time he sailed into the not far distant haven of 
St. Leonard's on the Sea, on the coast of Corn- 
wall, and there the bishop baptised the haughty 
warrior, the terror of the coasts of the Northern 
Ocean, the descendant of a mighty race of heroes. 
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The church of the CorniBh Apostle was gaily 
decked with flowers^ while thousands of the people 
flocked thither to behold the great ceremony of 
admitting into the bosom of the Church the fierce 
rovers of the North. It was a bright summer's 
day, and all nature spoke of gladness to the heart; 
yet not more so could it speak than did the sight 
of the rough warriors who had laid aside for a 
time their weapons of war to make profession of 
the religion which teaches peace on earth and 
goodwill towards men. Reverently they knelt 
around the font, and the bishop, drawing near, 
sprinkled them with the holy water, and signed 
them each one with the sign of the cross, pro- 
nouncing over them the formula of the Church. 

In peace they came, and in peace they departed. 
The bishop gave them his blessing, and they 
spread their white sails to the wind in search of 
other adventures. Think you that their hearts 
were softened ? and that they had forsaken their 
evil ways, their deeds of violence, and their love 
of strife ? Alas ! no ; but they vowed henceforth 
to fight with the sword against the enemies of 
Christ wherever they were to be found, not deny- 
ing to themselves the pleasure of fighting a little 
on their own account if occasion should arise. 
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As for Olafy his head was filled with visions of 
the crown of Norway, for had he not done all that 
the wise seer had bidden him do ? and did not the 
seer know all that was to happen to him ? Only 
he awaited with impatience for news from Nor- 
way, and sought everywhere to learn what had 
happened in that country in his absence. But he 
could not learn much in that distant part ; and in 
those days tidings spread slowly frt>m land to 
land: and besides, the Danes were ravi^ing 
England, so Olaf sailed northward, until he came 
to the coast of Wales. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

HOW OLAP GOT MARRIED THE SECOND TIME. 

While Olaf was roaming along the beautiful 
coast of Wales, there came to him one who told 
him that in the county of Chester, in England, 
there was to be a grand assembly, which was 
called by the widow of an Earl of Chester who had 
lately died. And the object for which this 
assembly was called was that his widow might 
choose for herself a husband out of the chiefs and 
warriors there met. " And so," said the visitor, 
^' as thou art one of the bravest and handsomest 
knights in all Christendom, I ween thou couldest 
not do better than try thy fortune with the rest ; 
for the Lady Gyda is exceeding feir to look upon, 
and has riches enough ; moreover, she is one who 
loves the brave, and might do worse than choose 
thee." 

" Whom sayest thou that she is ?" said Olaf. 

" She comes of gentle blood, and is sister of the 
renowned Malachi, King of Dublin : she married 

F 
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Leofric, Earl of Chester; it is now three years; 
and when he died, some few moons back, he left 
her all his broad domains and his serfs — and all 
his towns, righte, seignories, castles, and so forth 
— and a right royal prize is she," replied his 
visitor. 

^^ And is there no one who seeks her hand," 
asked Olaf — " no one whom she looks fayonrably 
upon ?" 

" Ay, truly, is there, my brave prince ; and he 
who comes between Alfin and his love will need 
his best sword and shield : for a man of might is 
Alfin of Nantwich, and little recks he of aught 
that stays his will, and many a stout knight has. 
fallen before his lance." 

" Think you she loves him ?" 

" Nay, prince, she has been heard to say that 
she will see all the men in her dominions of whom 
she may choose a husband, and that he must take 
his chance with the rest" 

This discourse pleased Olaf well, and set him 
thinking whether he might not try his fortune ; 
for, said he, who knows but she will choose me, 
and if she be rich, she will perhaps aid me to 
return to Norway, and claim that which is my 
right. So he resolved to venture ; but he said to 
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himself, " if she choose me, it 8h«dl be for my own 
deserts, and not for my fine clothes, so I will even 
go as I am." Now he had on the garments he 
wore at sea, when the weather was bad, though to 
be sure he looked handsome enough in them 
— all which Olaf knevv very well. So on the day 
appointed for the grand meeting, Olaf presented 
himself along with his men, all well armed ; for 
though the country was a Christian one, the men 
in it cared more for displaying their valour and 
prowess than for obeying the precepts of the 
Gospel. Those were sadly barbarous times : and 
even the women, though they turned away from 
the sight of blood, loved valiant warriors, and set 
no store by men of learning and peace. 

The assembly was held in a field in front of the 
Lady Gyda's castle ; and she was seated in a 
pavilion of crimson silk hangings, ornamented 
with rich devices, and with the armorial bearings 
and escutcheon of her late husband. She sat on a 
raised dais covered with blue satin, and attended 
by her women and her esquires and pages, and by 
minstrels who had flocked thither from all parts, 
to sing the praises of the beautiful countess, and 
of the valiant knights who were to contend for 
her hand. Foremost amongst the latter rode the 
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proud Alfin, breathing haughty defiance to his 
rivals, and feeling sure of gaining the fair lady. 
Olaf marked him well, and took note of his 
bearing, and of the way in which he flourished his 
sword, as though to strike terror into the beholders^ 
and he longed in his heart to meet the proud 
champion in the lists. 

Soon the trumpets sounded the signal for the 
knights to present themselves before the lady, and 
as they came to her one by one, the herald an- 
nounced the name and rank of each, his deeds of 
arms, and his lineage. And the lady made 
courteous remarks to each, and bade him welcome, 
but she would not say which she would have until 
she had seen them all. You may think there 
was great jealousy amongst them ; and all the 
ladies and the beholders were curious to know 
who would be the favoured one. Then Alfin 
ordered the herald to announce that if the choice 
fell upon any one but himself, that one must do 
mortal combat with him ; and many of the knights 
feared him, not because they were cowards, but 
because they knew his prowess, and that he had 
never yet been worsted in single combat, and they 
communed moodily with each other. 

Now when all the knights had presented them- 
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selves before the Countess Gyda, Olaf came for- 
ward and presented himself; and all the spectators 
murmured at his uncouth dress, and said, ^' Who 
is this fellow that dares to offer himself as a 
husband for our lady ?" But they marked his 
gallant bearing, and saw that he was a handsome 
youth. And the lady noted this also, and when 
he drew near, and made his obeisance, she looked 
him in the face and said, " Whence art thou T 
And he said, ''I am called Olaf; and I am a 
stranger in the land." Then she questioned him 
further, and to all her questions he gave suitable 
answers; whereat she was well pleased. And 
she asked him if he were that same redoubted 
Olaf whose exploits were known to all the world. 
Then he answered modestly, that he knew not 
that his fame had reached the ears of so fair a 
lady, but that he was the son of the King of 
Norway, who had been murdered, and that he 
hoped ere long to recover his inheritance. 

Said Gyda to him : — " Wilt thou have me if I 
choose thee ?" And he said, " I will." But said 
she, *^Dost thou know that for me thou wilt 
have to do mortal combat with yon terrible. Alfin ? 
and dost thou not fear him ?" 

But Olaf stood up proudly, and with a scornful 
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smile, he replied, "Not Alfin only, but twentj 
others like him would I fight to the death f(Hr 
thee, fair lady." Then Gyda gazed at him with 
wonder and delight, and said, ^^ Many have asked 
me in marriage, but not one whom I like so weU 
as thee. Acquit thyself well in this matter (rf 
Alfin, and all that I have shall be thine, and I 
wiU be thy wife." 

Then Olaf knelt at her feet, and raised her 
hand to his lips and kissed it ; and by that, the 
spectators knew that he was the chosen one. And 
Olaf commanded the heralds to sound the defiance, 
and he stepped forth on to the plain to meet the 
furious Alfin, Now Alfin was clad in armour, 
and had his shield before him, but Olaf was dad 
only in coarse garments and had on no armoup, 
and had only a battle-axe in his hand. So Alfin, 
curling his lip with contempt, thought he should 
have an easy victory, and jeeringly asked Olaf if 
he had confessed his sins to a priest before he 
came to meet his death. Whereto Olaf boldly 
answered that his time to die was not yet come, 
and that he should wait until he had seen Alfin 
laid in the earth, before he should shrive himself. 

Then the two champions engaged in deadly 
conflict. Alfin aimed furious strokes with his 
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sword at his adversary; but Olaf was very active, 
and avoided them all, or put them aside with his 
battle-axe until he could get a fair blow at him ; 
and when he did he struck Alfin down to the 
ground, and calling to his men, they brought 
cords wherewith they bound Alfin, and carried 
him prisoner to Olaf s tent, and he then returned 
to Gyda's side, who gave him her hand, and led 
the way to her castle,j where they had great re- 
joicings, and were married. And as for Alfin, 
Olaf ordered him to quit the country, and never 
return to it; and he took all Alfin's property, and 
€0 h6 became possessed of great wealth. 
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CHAPTEB X. 

WHAT TOOK PLACE IN NORWAY WHILE OLAF 

WAS AWAY. 

And how were matters going on in Norway all 
this time ? Since Olaf left it many a child had 
grown to manhood, and many a man had passed 
fi*om hale and yigorous maturity to old age. 
Many more had quitted this earthly scene of tur- 
moil and sorrow for ever, to enter on another and 
perhaps a busier one. But the same scenes of 
lawlessness and violence prevailed in Norway as 
were common there when Olaf was bom. The 
passions of men were unrestrained, and misery 
was the consequence. 

We must go back a few years before Olaf s birth. 

When Hakon the Good was slain, which hap- 
pened in the year of Our Lord 963, the sons of 
Eric took the sovereignty of Norway, and Harold, 
the eldest of them, was over them in dignity. 
Men called him "Greyskin,** because he once 
dressed himself in a wolfs skin. The cruel Gun- 
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hilda, the cause of Olaf s woes, was their mother, 
and meddled so much in the affairs of the state, 
that the people had a name also for her, which 
was, " King Mother.'* Gunhilda's sons had learnt 
Christianity in England, but at heart they cared 
very little about it, and only observed those laws 
which pleased themselves. They were daring and 
handsome men, but very greedy withal, and very 
fierce. Now there were in reality many kings in 
Norway, because every chieftain and every ruler 
of a province called himself one, and held his 
court, and did as he pleased, so long as his sub- 
jects would obey him. This was matter of grief 
and vexation to Gunhilda, who counselled her 
sons to take the lives and lands of these earls (as 
they were called), and so possess themselves of 
the whole country. And they hearkened to her 
counsel ; and first they plotted to destroy Sigurd, 
Earl of Trondheim, and we have already seen that 
they did compass his death; but we have not 
seen how. It was in this wise. 

That brave prince had a fsiithless brother, whose 
name was Griotgaiurd, who joined with Harold 
Greyskin and his brother Erling to murder Sigurd, 
and it was agreed that Griotgaard should let them 
know when a favourable opportunity offered. Now 
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in harvest-time Earl Sigurd went to Oglo to a 
great feast, and as lie supposed he was on friendly 
terms with King Harold, he took but few of his 
people with him. Upon this, Griotgaard sent 
word to Harold and Erling, who sailed into Trond- 
heim, and thence to Oglo, and came there late at 
night. And they heard the revel and merriment 
of the feasters ; and quietly they fastened up the 
doors and windows, so that none could escape out 
of the house. And then they set fire to it and 
burnt it, and Earl Sigurd and all that were with 
him, and when it was daylight they sailed away. 

Furious were the people of Trondheim when 
they heard of Earl Sigurd's death; and they 
chose his son, Hakon, for their earl, and they 
defied Gunhilda and her sons. Many a battle 
and many a foray laid waste the land, and for 
three years there was war in it ; but at length 
peace was brought about by the friends of Hakon 
and the friends of Harold. 

Then Harold and his brother Gudrod planned 
the death of Tryggve Olafsson, the father of Olaf^ 
and invited him to cruise with them at sea in 
order to plunder. Tryggve accepted the invi- 
tation, and went to meet them in a single boat: 
they met at a place called Vegger, near Sota 
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Ness, where Gudrod's men rushed npon Tryggve 
and killed him. And the place where he is 
buried is called Tryggve's Cairn to this day. His 
wife, Astrida, fled, as we have seen, and gave 
birth to Olaf, our hero. And in like manner 
Harold and his brothers got rid of the other earls 
or kings, except Hakon. They, therefore, deter- 
mined to drive him out of Trondheim, and col- 
lected a very large army and a number of ships, 
and sailed to his coast. But when Hakon heard 
of it he got ready a ship to escape from them, for 
he could by no means resist the great force they 
had with them. So he watched his opportunity, 
and, when they had cast anchors, he sailed out 
after dark, and made his way across to Denmark. 
Now in Denmark there reigned King Harold 
Gormeson, and he had a nephew whose name was 
Gold Harold, a very ambitious man, who wanted 
to get a share of the kingdom. And he made a 
great friend of Hakon, and told him all his wishes, 
and as there had been a dispute between Gold 
Harold and his kinsmen, the former persuaded 
Hakon to become a mediator between him and 
King Harold Gormeson ; and the upshot of it was 
that Hakon persuaded Harold to assist Gold Harold 
to conquer a kingdom in Norway for himself. 
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Then Harold Gormeson sent an invitation to 
Harold Greyskin, King of Norway, to come to 
him, and be invested with the fiefs he held in 
Jutland; and after long deliberation Greyskin 
went over to Jutland, fearing treachery all the 
while ; and he landed at Lymfiord, where there is 
a narrow neck of land. When Gold Harold heard 
that he had landed there, he came upon him wilii 
all his men, and challenged him to battle, and 
though Harold Greyskin had fewer men, he drew 
them up in order, and telling them to draw their 
swords, he led them on, hewing his enemies down 
bravely before him ; but for all his courage, he 
failed to drive away his foes, and was slain with 
his gallant followers around him. This was about 
seventeen years after the death of Hakon the 
Gtx>d, though some say it was no more than fifteen 
years, which brings our history down to the year 
of Our Lord 975. 

Gold Harold soon found the reward of his 
treachery, for instead of being made king of 
Norway, as he had hoped, he was set upon by 
Earl Hakon and made prisoner, and immediately 
hanged on a gallows. For Earl Hakon meant 
all the time to get Norway for himself and had 
promised to be a &ithful vassal to Harold Grorme- 
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son, if the latter would aid him. And Harold 
Gormeson was well pleased to get rid of his 
troublesome nephew, Gold Harold. This is how 
men behaved to each other in Norway nine hun- 
dred years ago. Many men in the present day 
iftre equally perfidiousf, but do not show it in the 
same way, because the laws are now too strong 
for them, otherwise I doubt not that they would. 

Well, after all, Harold Gormeson, with six hun- 
dred ships and thousands of followers, set Earl 
Hakon on the throne of Norway ; and all those who 
had fled from Gunhilda and her sons now came 
forward and joined the earl. Gunhilda had only 
two sons living, these were Kagnfrid and Gudrod, 
and they with their mother fled to the Orkney 
Islands. While Eric was making himself master 
of Norway, Ragnfrid got together a number of 
ships and sailed to the northern coast, where he 
met Hakon. A fierce battle ensued, but both 
parties separated for a time, to meet again on 
land : this they did when spring came, and fought 
at a place called Sogn, where Ragnfrid was beaten 
and forced to take refuge in his ships. Thus did 
Hakon restore peace to Norway. 

Soon after this Earl Hakon crossed over with 
an army into Denmark to help Harold Gormeson, 
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who was assailed by the Emperor Otho of GiS- 
many, in whose army was Olaf and his father-in- 
law, King Burislaf, as we have already related. 
There Hakon fought valiantly ; but in the end the 
Danish king and Earl Hakon were glad to make 
peace with the emperor, and he consented to it if 
they would be baptized. So they were baptized; 
but when Hakon got back to Norway he re- 
nounced the Christian faith, and made a great 
sacrifice to Odin. But the Danish king remained 
a Christian, and was wroth with Hakon, and 
sailed over to punish him. Soon afterwards that 
king was slain in battle, and his son, Sweyn, ** of the 
forked beard," reigned after him. Sweyn joined 
himself with the Jomsburg vikings who had sworn 
to plunder Norway and put Hakon and his son 
Eric to death, and a great expedition was sent 
over ; but it was bravely met by Earl Hakon and 
Eric, who destroyed their enemies, and thus se- 
cured themselves. 

While Earl Hakon ruled over Norway there 
were peace and plenty in the land : he was much 
beloved by the bonders, until, in an evil honr, he 
gave way to wicked courses, and provoked the 
anger of his people. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



olaf's return home. 



"While a storm was thus brewing round the head 
of King Hakon there came to him a whisper 
across the wide ocean that there still lived one of 
the royal race of Harold the Fair-haired, who was 
renowned far and wide for his deeds of arms, also 
that he was called Olaf the Brave. Now Hakon 
remembered to have heard that King Tryggve 
Olafsson, who had been so cruelly murdered by 
the sons of Gunhilda, had had a son called Olaf, 
who had been concealed by his mother, and after- 
wards taken to Eussia, where he had been brought 
up by Prince Vladimir. And the news made him 
very uneasy ; for, thought he, if this renowned Olaf 
be the same Olaf who was in Eussia, he will one 
day claim his rights, and I shall have to do battle 
mth him. I will therefore assure myself that he 
is the true Olaf, and then I will deal with him as 
best I may. Then he called to his council a 
Mend, whose name was Thorer Klakke, an 
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ancient viking, who knew well the seas and the 
merchants as well as the vikings of all those 
parts, from the far city of Ladoga to the northerly 
most isle of the Hebrides, and still more remote 
isles of Achill; and he inquired of this same 
Thorer Klakke concerning Olaf and his exploits, 
which, indeed, were well known, for Olaf had left 
behind him a name that was a name of terror all 
along the shores of the Baltic and the Northern 
Ocean. Thorer also knew that Olaf came from 
Russia, so that he had little doubt but that the 
famed rover was no other .than the prince of Nor- 
way. But King Hakon desired to be well assured 
of this, and he commanded Thorer to disjgnise 
himself as a merchant and to sail away to England, 
and there seek out Olaf, and if by any means he 
could learn that he was the prince of Norway, or 
of the royal race, then Thorer was to devise a 
snare whereby that same Olaf might be brought 
into the power of King Hakon. 

Upon this Thorer set sail for England, and in 
due time he arrived there ; and he sailed from 
harbour to harbour until he got tidings of Ola^ 
and learnt that he was now a rich lord, and the 
husband of an Irish princess, and had great pos- 
sessions in the county of Chester. Away sped 
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Thorer on his errand, and found that Olaf had 
gone over to Ireland to visit his wife's relations, 
who dwelt in Dublin. So Thorer followed him 
thither, and laid up his ship in the harbour for a 
time, and went ashore to sell his merchandize and 
to see if he might light on Olaf by any means. 
And fortune favoured him ; for one day, when he 
was displaying his wares, a foreigner of noble 
aspect, whom Thorer at once knew to be a Nor- 
wegian, came up and inquired of him the prices 
of his goods. So Thorer entered into conversa- 
tion with him ; and little by little he turned the 
discourse to other things, and spoke of the sea and 
of the joys of a rover's life, and he noted well how 
Olaf s eyes sparkled as he talked. Then he spoke 
of the scenes he had visited, and of Jutland, and 
Scania, and Vendland, and Kussia, while Olaf s 
ears devoured greedily the news. Lastly, he 
spoke of Norway, and of Earl Hakon, and of what 
was going on in that country. Then Olaf could 
no longer contain himself, for his heart yearned 
towards the home of his ancestors ; and he asked 
Thorer many questions touching Earl Hakon, and 
how he came to be king, and what had become of 
the sons of Gunhilda, and who would be king after 
Earl Hakon ? So Thorer, who was a crafty man, 

G 
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feigned great surprise at meeting with one wk 
knew so much of Norway, and asked in amaze ^ 
he might be? Then Olaf said proudly, "I «» 
the son of that King Tryggve who was put to deatt 
by Gudrod Ericsson, and I am of the house of 
Harold the Fair-haired, and of right king of all 
Norway." By this Thorer knew that he hadfousd 
out the person he was in search ofl 

His next thought was how to make Olaf retan 
to Norway with him. And he laid himself in 
Olafs way, so that whenever the latter went out 
it happened that he met Thorer, and they always 
stopped and talked together ; and soon Olaf is- 
vited him to his house, and many a discourse had 
they of the olden time and of the brave deeds of 
Olafs ancestors, until at length the prince was all 
on fire to see again his native land, and take his 
place amongst the princes there. Many a ques- 
tion did he put to Thorer of how Earl Hakon was 
beloved, and whether he was very powerful, and 
whether it was likely the people would set him 
aside for a king of the race of Harold the Fai^ 
haired. To all which questions Thorer answered 
as Olaf hoped he would, and told him that the 
people were tired of King Hakon by reason of his 
misrule, and that they would gladly welcome a 



KING OF NORWAY. 83 

king of the race of Harold. In short, he worked 
•so strongly on the heart of Olaf, that the prince 
consulted his wife Gyda, who, being of a brave and 
adventurous spirit, and eager that her husband 
should become a king, commended his enterprise, 
and bade him go and conquer for himself a king- 
dom. Olaf, therefore, fitted out five ships well 
stocked with men, and arms, and provisions, and, 
taking leave of Gyda, he bade Thorer go on board 
with him, and then set sail for Norway. 

How his spirits rose as he once more found him- 
self upon the wide waters, about to return to his 
native land, there to win fresh renown and .set up 
his throne ; but, above all, had he resolved to ex- 
tirpate the heathen idols and to make known 
throughout Norway the true faith. The winds 
were fair which bore him through the channel of 
St George to the Northern Ocean, and gaily he 
passed the western isles of Scotland, on, on to the 
distant Hebrides and Orkneys, which then owned 
the sway of Norway's king. And here he found 
a useful friend and companion in arms, though 
how he did it is some of the strangest, and must 
needs be told. 

The isle of Walls is one of the southern Orkneys, 
and on it is the town of Osmundswall, where lie 
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those ships that watch the tide to pass the Firth 
of Fentland, through which swells a mighty masB 
of waters, and many a bark borne onward by the 
resistless stream is whirled away to destmctioiL 
Here Olaf found a ship-of-war, and on board of it 
was the Earl Sigurd Lodversson, who was going to 
Caithness. Olaf drew near with his ships, and 
sent word to the earl that he desired to speak 
with him. The earl would have resisted, but 
fearing the number of Olaf s ships, he went on 
board the one in which the prince was. Short 
grace did Olaf give him, for hardly had he set 
foot on the deck ere Olaf told him that unless he 
would consent to be baptized, he and all that were 
with him, and all the people of the island into the 
bargain, should be put to death, and the island 
should be laid waste with fire and sword. You 
may be sure that Earl Sigurd was sorely angered 
at being so taken in a snare ; yet he saw that no 
good could come of it if he resisted, so, with what 
grace he might, he submitted to be baptized into 
the Christian faith, he and all that were with him, 
and likewise the people of the island. Moreover, 
Olaf took away Earl Sigurd's son with him as an 
hostage that the earl should remain a Christian ; 
and the youth proved a 'stanch Mend to Olaf. 
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In this way did this bold prince spread the Chris- 
tian religion. Heaven save us! in like manner 
did the wild Arabs of the desert, at the command 
of Mohammed, the prophet of Allah, carry fire 
and sword into all countries from the banks of the 
Ganges to the pillars of Hercules and the western 
shores of Africa, and there plant what they deemed 
the true faith, the faith of Islam ; and there it 
remains to this day ! Such is the force of sharp 
steel ! 

So Olaf thought he had rendered an acceptable 
service to his God, and he sped cheerily on his 
way, believing that the Lord would look down 
upon him favourably for doing as he had done, 
and would crown him with success ; also he prayed 
that he might be enabled to do still greater 
things, and plant the true faith on Norwe^an 
soil. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

OLAF WINS A CROWN. 

The winds and waves favoured Olaf, and in a few 
days he beheld again the coast of Norway. It was 
a small island^ not far from the mainland, and 
called Moster Island, where he first landed ; and 
there he caused the priests, whom he had brought 
with him, to celebrate high mass in token of his 
gratitude; and entreating further favour fii)m 
heaven, he vowed that if he should regain the 
throne of his ancestors, he would cause a church 
to be built on the spot. This solemn ceremony 
ended, he called Thorer Klakke to his council, 
and asked -which way he had better proceed. 
Thorer's object was to draw Olaf into a snare by 
leading him to some spot where the king's friends 
were strong, and in the meanwhUe to give notice 
to Earl Hakon of his whereabouts. With this 
view he counselled Olaf to sail at once to Trond- 
heim, not letting any one on shore know. who he 
was, or why he sailed there, and so hasten his 
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movements as to take Hakon by surprise. By 
this Thorer hoped to bring him into the very thick 
of Earl Hakon's men; and, no doubt, it was a 
cunning device, and would have succeeded, but 
that events had happened which Thorer did not 
know of, and which thwarted all his schemes. The 
counsel was bold, and well-suited to the daring 
soul of Olaf ; and he spread his sails to the blast, 
and sailed day and night, never landing nor going 
nearer in-shore than he needed, until he came to 
Agdaness at the mouth of the fiord of Trondheim. 
There he cast anchor, and went ashore to learn 
what tidings there were of the king. And he 
fell in with a bonder, who told him all that was 
passing, and that Earl Hakon, the king, was in 
the fiord in his ship at that very time, and that 
there were great troubles in the land on account 
of his conduct to the bonders, who would gladly 
rid themselves of so bad a ruler. Then Olaf went 
back to his ship overjoyed, for affairs were exactly 
as he desired them to be, and Earl Hakon was 
close at hand ; but Thorer was secretly dismayed 
when he heard these things, though he pretended 
to share in the joy of Olaf. All was now got 
ready for their enterprise, and the five ships were 
ordered to row up the fiord to Trondheim, when, 



88 ADVENTURES OP OLAF TRYGGVESON, 

lo! they saw three large ships coming towards 
them, having armed men on board. **Here comes 
the Earir cried Olaf. "I will enrich with re- 
wards and honours the man who shall trill him." 
But suddenly the ships turned back; then Olaf 
ordered all oars to be put out in pursuit, whichy 
those that were fleeing, beholding, they ran their 
ships aground, and, jumping overboard, made for 
the land by swimming. Olaf, seizing a tiller, 
struck one on the head and clove his skull ; and 
he learned afterwards that this was Erlend, the 
son of Hakon, whom he had slain. Many were 
killed and many were taken prisoners ; and those 
that were brought to Olaf told him that the 
bonders had driven away Earl Hakon, who had 
fled, and all his troops were dispersed. 

And this is how it happened. There was a 
great feast in Guldal, where dwelt Orm Lyrgia, a 
powerful bonder, whose wife was the most beauti- 
ful woman in that country; and the king had 
heard of her beauty and desired to see her. 
Whereupon he sent his slaves with a message to 
Orm, the bonder, desiring him to send her back 
to him along with them. You may believe that 
Orm was not very well pleased with this message, 
and, in truth, he conceived in his heart a deadly 
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tevenge, which he was not slow to put into execu- 
tion. He bade the slaves seat themselves at 
breakfast, while he should cause his wife to get 
ready for the journey ; but while they were eating 
he sent for his neighbours and told them his hard 
case, and asked them what he should do. And 
they one and all cried, — " Down with this tyrant 
who takes from us our wives and daughters I We 
will not cease till we have rid ourselves of him I" 
So they got ready their arms, and they sent away 
the slaves with an insulting message and a de- 
fiance to the king. And they assembled in great 
numbers, and hasted to where he was; but he 
heard of their coming, and hid himself in a deep 
glen, which, from this cause, has ever since been 
called "the Earl's Glen." Some followers were 
with him, but when night was come he sent them 
away, all but one slave, whose name was Karker, 
for it was easier for two than for many to conceal 
themselves there. And when all was dark and still 
they crept into a hole and slept. But Karker was 
troubled with a dream, wherein he saw a man of 
fierce and threatening aspect, who came to the 
hole, and said, angrily, "Ulle is dead!" He 
awoke, and finding it a dream, laid himself down 
again to sleep ; but the dream came once more, 
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and the fierce man uttered the same words. Then 
Karker trembled, and woke the king, and told 
him what he had seen and heard in his vision. 
Upon which the heart of Earl Hakon sunk within 
him, for he knew by this that his death was at 
hand. When morning was come they made their 
way to the house of Thora of Eimol, a lady much 
loved by the king, and Earl SLakon sent Karker 
to her, begging her to come to him secretly. 
Now, Thora was not one of those who forsake 
friends in adversity; but she remembered the 
benefits she had received at the king's hands, and 
she came to him as he had desired. He begged 
of her to conceal him for a few days in her house, 
but she replied, " At my house they will seek you 
both inside and outside of it, for they know that I 
am your friend ; yet, if you will be guided by me, 
I can conceal you." So Hakon consented, for he 
said, " The first thing needful is to save one's life.** 
Then Thora caused a great hole to be dug inside 
her swine-sty, and concealed the entrance to it 
with a pile of wood. And into this dismal place 
Earl Hakon and his slave crept, and were covered 
up in utter darkness. 

By this time came tidings that Olaf, the son of 
King Tryggve, had come to claim his own, and that 
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be had slain Erlend, the son of Hakon, and that the 
bonders were hastening to join his standard. Deep 
dismay took hold on Hakon when Thora told him 
what she had heard ; but the sound of many voices 
made her cover up the hole as before. And, 
scarcely had she done this ere a crowd of armed 
men entered the farm, and began searching every- 
where for Earl Hakon, the king. Both inside 
and out they searched, and at last they came to 
the swine-sty, where there was a great stone. 
Upon this stone Olaf mounted, and made a speech 
to his followers, who, with loud acclamations, pro- 
claimed him their king. He also offered a great 
reward to him who should kill the earl — all which 
was heard by Earl Hakon and Karker, his slave, 
where they lay concealed. 

In the evening King Olaf went away; and 
Hakon then removed the covering from the hole, 
for he had need of air. And when night came he 
lay awake, but Karker slept, and was troubled in 
his sleep. The earl woke him, and asked him 
what he was dreaming of. He answered, " I 
dreamed that Olaf Tryggveson had placed a gold 
ring round my neck." " Dost thou mean to be- 
tray me ?" said the earl ; " take heed, lest if Olaf 
catch thee, he may lay a red ring about thy neck." 
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To this Karker answered not, for he meditated 
treachery. And they both kept themselTes awake, 
watching one another ; but at length the earl 
dropped asleep, and he likewise was troubled in 
his sleep, and drew his heels under him, and 
raised his neck, and screamed aloud. On this 
Earker drew his knife and stuck it into the earl's 
throat, cutting it across, and so killed him. And 
thus died Hakon, the bad king of Norway — ^the 
year of which event was the year of Our Lord 995, 
so that Hakon had ruled more than eighteen yeai& 
After this, Earker cut off Hakon's head, and bore 
it to Olaf, who, instead of rewarding him, ordered 
him to be hanged. After that his head was cut 
off, and, together with the head of Hakon, it was 
hung upon a gallows at the place of executkm 
near Trondheim ; while the bonders threw stonfis 
at the lifeless heads, execrating the names both of 
Hakon and of Karker. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

OLAF FINDS HIS MOTHER, BUT LOSES HIS WIFE. 

The hour of Olaf s triumph had arrived : and now 
we learn that he was unanimously chosen king of 
Norway by the general assembly of the chiefs 
and people, called together at Nidaros ; and when 
the grand ceremony of electing him was over in 
that city, Olaf went all round the country, and 
fipom city to city, and village to village, receiving 
the homage and obedience of the inhabitants. In 
those days, many of the great chiefs held their 
lands from the king of Denmark, who had for- 
merly ruled in Norway, and were bound to follow 
him in war, because he was their liege lord, as it 
was called ; but now that Olaf was chosen king by 
the voice of the people, these chiefs withdrew 
their allegiance from the king of Denmark, and 
became vassals to Olaf, — and great was the joy 
that the rightful heir of Harold the Fair-haired had 
become king. As for the sons of the unfortunate 
Hakon, whose names were Eric and Sweyn, they 
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fled into Sweden with their relations and Mends, 
swearing that they would never rest until they 
should return and drive Olaf away, a vow which 
one of them folfilled. 

Olaf journeyed up and down in his dominions 
for a whole year, and by that time he felt assured 
that he was firmly established in his kingdom: 
then he meditated upon the great work which he 
had set apart for himself to do, namely, to bring 
all the land to the knowledge of the Christian 
faith; and he resolved within himself that he 
would no longer delay it, else might he bring 
down upon him the wrath of Heaven. And first 
he remembered the vow which he had made when 
he landed on Norwegian ground in the isle of 
Moster ; and he caused a church to be built cfa 
the spot where he had returned thanks to God 
for his prosperous voyage. But while he was 
meditating on his future plans, there happened td 
him a thing which gave him greater joy thftti 
aught that had yet occurred. One day a rich 
bonder from Viken presented himself before him, 
and said, " I have news for thee, King Olaf." 

And Olaf replied to him, "Say on— -who art 

thou r 

*'I am called Lodin," said the stranger; *^I 
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dwell in the province of Viken, and am possessed 
of land and wealth." 

" Two very excellent things," said Olaf. 

** I am a merchant, and I make voyages, some- 
times for trade, sometimes for war. Be that as it 
may, it chanced that many years ago, I sailed on a 
voyage to the eastern shores of the Baltic : having 
much merchandize to dispose of, and that of a sort 
which suited the wants and fancies of the people 
of Esthonia, so methought I would steer thither." 

" A very prudent resolve," said Olaf. 

" Now it was summer-time, and thou knowest, 
O king, that in that season of the year, the people 
of Esthonia are fond of holding their fairs and 
markets. I say thou knowest, for I am told thou 
wast once in those parts." 

"Thou art right;" said Olaft "but it is many 
years since." 

" And I am talking of many years since," said 
Lodin, " when thou wast a youth. King Olaf. I 
sped my course to the great mart of Esthonia with 
my wares, and after I had sold them to great ad- 
vantage, I cast my eyes about to see whether with 
the profits I could buy anything that pleased me." 

"Then thou wert not wholly bent on trade," 
said Olaf. 
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" I pray thee, listen patiently to me," said 
Lodin, " for I am a man of many words." 

" That is true," said Olaf, " a man of very many 
words." 

" Nevertheless, thou wilt not wish them ansaid," 
replied Lodin. " Listen now. In the market- 
place there were many merchants' goods exposed 
for sale, and there were likewise many slaves, 
both male and female. Some were young and 
some were old, and some were neither one nor 
the other." 

" That is very probable," said Olaf. 

" Amongst the latter, I noted well a female of- 
middle age, for her features were known to me, 
and I gazed at her until I perfectly recalled to 
memory the when and the where I had seen her 
before. She aLso saw that I noticed her intently, 
and asked me if I remembered her ; for, quoth 
she, if I mistake not, I see before me Lodin 
Thorkelsson, the rich merchant of Viken, the 
friend of Tryggve Olafeson." 

Here Lodin stopped ; but Olaf, whose curiosity 
was roused, bade him go on. 

" I said to her," continued Lodin, " since thou 
rememberest me so well, it were ill to deny that 
thou hast guessed aright And how has it fared 
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with thee, lady ? but I need not have asked the 
question^ for her face was wan and her features 
wasted: she was meagre and thin, and poorly 
clad, and she had plainly been acquainted with 
grief. And she repHed, my tale is a sad one: 
thou hast heard that I was taken by the vikings 
and sold for a slave — and the master I had was 
cruel to me, and because I refused to do his 
bidding, he sold me to one of his friends, who was 
no better than himself, and thus, what with sorrow 
for the loss of all that was dear to me, and what 
with hard toil, scant fare, and light raiment, I 
grew weak and thin, until at last my second master 
sent me hither for sale. And now, Lodin, as 
thou wast a friend of King Tryggve's, buy me of 
this hard taskmaster, and take me back with 
thee to Norway !" 

" What didst thou do ?" said Olaf. 

" I refused to do as she wished — " ** Thou wast 
a churl then," intennipted Olaf. 

" Unless she would marry me," continued Lodin, 
not heeding the interruption, 

" That is another thing," said Olaf. " It is," 
said Lodin. 

" She agreed to my oflfer, for she knew me well. 
So I sought her master, and paid him the price 

H 
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he asked for her, and she was set at liberty. Then 
I married her^ and brought her back with me to 
Norway, and happily have I and the Lady Astrida 
lived together since that time." 

"Astrida!" exclaimed Olaf. 

" The widow of King Tryggve, and the mother 
of King Olaf, whom Grod long preserve," replied 
Lodin. 

"Where is she?" said Olaf, rising, and em- 
bracing Lodin. 

" She waits without," said he ; and with that he 
brought her in, and she fell on her son's neck, and 
wept, and kissed him again and again. And Olaf 
looked at her, but could not clearly lecsR to mind 
her features, for he was but three years old when 
he was taken from her, and she was now nearly 
thirty years older. But he asked why she had 
not informed him that she still lived, and why 
she had not come forth to meet him when he was 
in Viken: and she replied that she had been 
absent with her husband on a journey into Sweden 
at the time. 

Then she told him that she had three children, 
who were waiting without to see their brother the 
king ; so Olaf caused them to be brought in, and 
he was pleased to find them tcdl and well looking. 
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Their names were Thorkel Nefia, the son, a 
stout and handsome youth; Ingerida, the eldest 
daughter, who was married to Thorgeir of Viken 
a rich bonder ; and the youngest, Ingegirda, who 
was married to Hyrning, also a rich bonder of the 
same country. And Olaf 's sisters, the daughters 
of King Tryggve and Astrida, whose names were 
Ingeburga and Astrida, were likewise brought to 
him — also Astrida's brothers, the sons of old Eric 
Biodaskalde, whose names were Sigurd Karlshoved, 
lostein, and Thorkel Dyduil, who were all rich, 
and dwelt in Viken. Thus Olaf was surrounded 
by his relations ; and he who had a short time 
before been an outcast and an adventurer, was 
now a powerful king with powerful friends. And 
so the world goes on. Some rise while others fall, 
and the tides of the sea rise and fall in like 
manner. 

Now where was the wife whom Olaf had left 
behind him in England, the brave-hearted woman 
who had chosen the forlorn stranger for her 
husband, in the midst of the nobles and knights of 
the land? She was gone where there is no 
marrying nor giving in marriage ; and the tidings 
of her death reached Olaf in the midst of his 
triumphs, and he mourned for her long. 
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CHAFTER XIV. 

OLAF, AFTER HIS OWN FASHION, INTRODUCES 

CHRISTIANITY. 

The snmmer was come round again, and it was 
the second year of Olaf s reign. In the romantic 
country of Viken was he then sojourning with 
his rations and friends, those of whT! have 
told you before. Here he revolved in his own 
mind how to begin The Great Work ; and he 
called to his council his mother's brothers, his 
stepfather Lodin, and his brothers-in-law, Thorgeir 
and Hyming, to talk over the matter. And he 
stood up before them and told them that he was 
resolved that i^e Christian £a,ith should be pro- 
claimed all over Norway, '* come weal, come wo," 
and that he would have this done, even if it cost 
him his life: he also told them that he relied 
mostly upon them, and that he would make great 
men of them all if they would aid him to their 
utmost. These ignorant heathens were easily led 
by such an offer, and though they "knew litflfe 
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and cared less '* about Jesus of Nazareth, " the 
God of the Christians," they bound themselves to 
serve Olaf in all that he desired them to do. 

Then Olaf caused it to be proclaimed through- 
out Yiken that his will was that aU should 
become Christians and be baptized, and that the 
temples of Odin and Thor and the other gods of 
his ancestors should be shut up. And his step- 
father and uncles and brothers-in-law led the way, 
and were baptized. And when the people saw 
this they agreed to be baptized also, for Olaf s 
relations were the richest and most powerful men 
in that part of Norway. Thus all the southern 
part of the district of Viken became Christian. 

Olaf then assembled a powerfiil body of fol- 
lowers, and went into the northern part of Viken, 
where he caused his proclamation to be published 
anew; but he met with great opposition, for he 
had not so many friends in those parts. How be 
it, he was not one to be daunted by obstAcles, so 
he warned the people there that if they disobeyed 
his will they must take the consequences, whereat 
many laughed, and others defied him, but they 
soon found they had a stem master to deal with, 
for Olaf caused them to be seized, and he hanged 
the most obstinate, cut off the hands and ears and 
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noses of others^ and banished the rest> so that 
in a few months you might travel through Viken 
and not meet with one who did not call himself a 
Christian. 

As the sword and the gallows had done so much 
for Christianity in Norway, Olaf resolved to pro- 
ceed further north, and try their effect there. 
And the people of Agder submitted to be bap- 
tized as the people of Viken had done, because 
they dared not oppose his wiU* Next he came to 
Eordaland, where were many powerful bonders, 
chief among whom was Olmod the Old, of the race 
of Horde Eaari. Now when they heard that Olaf 
was coming to break up their old laws and customs, 
and to make them follow a new faith, they resolved 
to arm themselves to resist him. But OlaTs plan, 
when he entered a new district, was to call an 
assembly of the chiefs and people, and make 
known to them his wishes, so as to give those who 
were so minded an opportunity to ask him ques- 
tions. Thus did he when he came into Hordaland, 
and called an assembly at Bogaland, to hear what 
he had to say about the Christian religion. Then 
the chiefs of that district held council together, 
and they chose three of their number, who were 
the wisest amongst them and the most eloquent, 
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to hold discourse with the king ; but, above all, 
were they charged to tell him that they would 
not consent to anything which was opposed to 
their old laws and faith. 

In Bogaland was the assembly held. ^And when 
all the ch]e& and people were gathered together 
before him. King Olaf stood up and spoke to them, 
telling them that he desired nothing so much as 
their good, both in this world and the next, and 
that he was come to show them how they might 
become better and happier than they had been 
heretofore, and he was going on to say many more 
things, when the people cried out, " We will not 
become Christians!" "We will not forsake the 
gods of our fathers 1" and such like. Then Olaf s 
brow grew stem and dark, and he said, "Take 
heed to yourselves, for he who refuses to hear and 
obey me wiU suffer the death of a traitor. Now 
it is my will that ye be all baptized, and for this 
have I brought holy men, priests of the most holy 
Church with me, that they may instruct you and 
baptize you." 

Then stood up the first of the three who had 
been chosen to argue with the king, and he said, 
**Will the king hear me?" And Olaf replied, 
" Say what thou hast to say." Then the bonder 
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cleared his throat, and made a great ado as though 
he were going to make a grand speech, but he 
was seized with a fit of coughing and suddenly 
found a difficulty in breathing, so that after es- 
saying twice or thrice to speak, he sat down and 
said nothing. The second one now stood up and 
said, " Will the king hear me ?" And Olaf re- 
plied, " Say what thou hast to say." And having 
this permission he began to speak, but got so conr 
fused and talked so strangely that he was forced 
to stop, and aU present laughed at him. It was 
now the third one's turn, and he likewise said, 
" Will the king hear me ?" And Olaf smiled and 
answered, " Say what thou hast to say, but say it 
better than the other two." Whereupon he also 
became confused, and grew so hoarse and husky 
in his throat that no one could hear a word 
he said; so he sat down, and there was great 
merriment, and Olaf laughed too, and all fell into 
the king's views, and he called in the priests who 
baptized every one of those that were present 
But Olmod the Old and his brothers and friends 
were not present, for they had sent the king word 
that they had a proposal to make to him, which 
was to this effect: — "If thou wilt advance our 
fortunes, we will do as thou desirest suai serve 
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thee with all our might, otherwise we will resist 
thee to the utmost." And Olaf asked what they 
desired. Then Olmod the* Old said, " Give thy 
sister, Astrida, in marriage to our kinsman, ErUng 
Shialgson ; he is of noble birth, and is the best 
man in all Norway." Now when Olaf found that 
this was all that stood between him and the ac- 
complishment of his object, he sent for his sister, 
Astrida, and told her that Erling, the yoimg 
bonder of Bogaland^ desired her for his wife. 
But she answered haughtily, " It is of but little 
use that I am a king's sister, and a king's daughter, 
if I must marry a man who has no high dignity 
or office. I wiU rather wait a few years for a better 
match." Then Olaf grew angry, and reasoned 
with the maid, and said, ^^Am I not the king? 
and cannot I raise Erling to high dignity? Let 
not that restrain thee." And Astrida said, " My 
brother is angry, but I will no longer refuse to do 
as he wishes." 

Then Olaf called Olmod the Old and his fol- 
lowers into his presence, and with them came the 
young Erling, and the king gave consent to the 
marriage, on condition that they would become 
Christians, and do all in their power to promote 
the true faith. So Erling and Astrida were be- 
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trothed, and Olmod the Old and all his Mends 
and followers were baptized and became Christians. 
Thus did Olaf serve the Lord with zeal, if not 
with discretion: but we must not judge him 
harshly; he knew not how to convert by the 
tongue, but he saw and felt that the worship of 
idols was false and hollow, and that the religion 
of Jesus was a truth and a reality, and he walked 
by such light as he had. 

The wedding of Erling and Astrida was cele* 
brated with great pomp and festivity. King Olaf 
was there, and offered to make Erling an earl; 
but the noble youth refused the offer, saying, " All 
my relations hitherto have been but bonders, and 
all I ask is that I may be the greatest of that 
title." So Olaf gave him all the land north of 
the Sogn fiord and east of the Iddandisness. And 
Erling was very wealthy and powerful, and had 
two hundred free«bom men in his house, and as 
many slayes, and he had a ship with thirty-two 
banks of oars, in which he took great delight. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

OLAP COURTS SIGRID THE HAUGHTY. 

Thus Olaf converted the northern parts of his 
kingdom, and that same summer he summoned 
the bonders of the districts of Sogn, Fiord, South 
M5re, and Baumsdal ; and when they met, he 
offered them the choice of one of these two condi- 
tions — either to accept Christianity, or fight. But 
as the king was attended by a powerful host, the 
bonders were glad to accept the former condition 
and be baptized. And he razed the temples to 
the ground, and brake the images, and despoiled 
them of their gold and silver, and other ornaments. 
Amongst other things which he took was a great 
gold ring which Earl Hakon had caused to be 
made and hung on the door of the great temple of 
Thor at Lade. 

Olaf had now been three years king in Norway ; 
and he began to think that a king without a queen 
was like a pot without a lid, or a house without a 
roof. So he cast around in his mind for a princess, 
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or some noble lady who would be to h\m a suit- 
able wife. At this time there lived in the neigh- 
bouring kingdom of Sweden, the widowed queen 
Sigrid. She was the daughter of Skogler Toste, a 
great warrior of that country, and had been 
married to King Eric the Victorious, but had been 
divorced by him after the birth of her son Olaf 
the Swede. She had many very great estates in 
Sweden, and was a woman of great beauty and 
understanding. Many strange tales were told of 
her, how she got rid of her lovers ; but I must 
tell you how she dealt vrith Harold Groeuske, king 
in Westfold in Norway. That prince had been a 
great friend of her father's, and had lived five 
years with him and Sigrid in his youth. Many 
years afterwards, when she was a widow, Harold 
came into that part of the country where she was, 
and she sent him an invitation to come and feast 
with her. He went accordingly, and was hos- 
pitably received ; and they talked of this thing 
and that, and lastly they talked of marriage ; and 
Harold proposed that she should marry him, but 
he was already married, and, though in those days, 
the kings of Sweden and Norway had many wives, 
like Solomon of old, yet Sigrid did not like to be 
put second to his first wife, and she bade him say 
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no more, for she was angry. So this time he 
went away, but he still thought of her, and he 
went back to where she dwelt to see her again. 
That same eveniag there came another king from 
Bussia to court Queen Sigrid; his name was 
Visavald; and Sigrid was very angry, for she 
disliked them both, and said that she would make 
these small kings tired of coming to court her. 
From this saying, she was called Sigrid the 
Haughty. Then she ordered that the two kings 
should be lodged in ^a great old room in an out- 
building, and supplied with all they required. 
And there was plenty of strong drink ; and Sigrid 
took care that all the kings' attendants should 
have plenty of it, so that she made them all 
drunk, and they all fell fast asleep. Then she 
ordered the out-building to be set on fire, and so 
the two kings were burnt to death, they and those 
that were with them : and those who were outside 
the house were put to the sword. In this cruel and 
barbarous manner, Sigrid got rid of her lovers. 
One would think that after this, no more lovers 
would have come near her : indeed, had she lived 
in our times she would have been hung for murder, 
but in the tenth century she was looked upon as a 
woman of great spirit, who had cleverly rid herself 
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of two troublesome suitors. Well, time works 
wonders ! Only to think of this heathen woman 
being sought in marriage — and that, too, by one 
of the best and bravest kings of his day, and a 
Christian to boot! Yet so it was. And this 
woman, fiend or devil, this Sigrid the Haughty, 
was the one he chose for his wife. 

King Olaf sent messengers to Queen Sigrid to 
propose marriage to her ; and as his fame was well 
known to her, as likewise his beauty and his ac- 
complishments, she was pleased with the proposal, 
and declared to his ambassadors that she was 
ready and willing to marry him. So they came 
back and reported to Olaf all that she had s^id. 
Thereupon the king sent them back to her charged 
to present to her the great gold ring which he 
had taken off the door of the temple of Thor at 
Lade, and which was highly valued by all the 
people, and to ask her that the marriage should 
take place in the ensuing spring at Konghelle, a 
town on the frontier of Norway and Sweden, on 
the banks of the Gotha river. To this the queen 
assented, well pleased with the present which Olaf 
had made to her, and with the prospect of the 
marriage. 

Now the queen tad the curiosity which is 
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tiatural to her sex, and she was desirous of know-* 
ing what was the value of this famous ring. So 
she sent for her goldsmiths, who were well skilled 
in all that related to the price of the precious 
metals, and asked them their opinion. They each 
took the ring in their hands and weighed it, and 
when they had done so, they looked at each other 
and smiled. Then Sigrid asked them why they 
did so ; but they were loth to answer her, and 
communed apart with each other. Whereupon 
she grew angry, and commanded them to say what 
it was they had discovered. Then they said, " the 
ring is not of gold, but of base metal." So she 
ordered that it should be broken in pieces, and 
when that was done it was foimd to be of copper 
inside. Greatly enraged was Sigrid when this 
was told to her, both because she had lost a 
valuable ring, and because she had been deceived 
by Olaf. " Thus," said she, " if he deceives me 
in one way, he may in another." Yet it was not 
Olaf s fault, for he thought the ring was of solid 
gold, and so did all the world, and so had Earl 
Hakon thought, who caused the ring to be made 
and fastened on the door of the temple as an 
ofifering to Thor: and Olaf was as much vexed as 
Sigrid, and he sent again to soften her anger, and 
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SO it was finally settled that the marriage should 
take place in the spring. During the winter, 
Olaf went to other parts of his kingdom, causing 
the heathen temples to be closed, and the idols to 
be broken, and the people to be baptized, and 
churches to be built. Great was his zeal : it was 
a pity that his prudence was not equally great, 
for the former is of little ayail without the latter, 
—nay, is sometimes a very serious evil. Had he 
reflected more, he would have talked to Sigrid 
about her conversion to Christianity before, instead 
of after, agreeing to marry her. And this might 
have saved him his throne. 

When the spring came, King Olaf went, gaily 
attended, to Konghelle to keep his tryst with 
Queen Sigrid. The lady came also, accompanied 
by her friends, and was all smiles and joy, for 
rumour spoke well of Olaf s beauty, and she was 
not disappointed when she beheld him. I know 
not if so pure and holy a passion as love, which is 
in its essence not of this earth but from the Lord, 
could dwell in so fierce a heart as hers ; a woman 
who could cause her lovers to be burnt to death 
merely because they came too often to see her ! 
but she felt very differently towards Olaf from 
what she had done towards her other suitors, and 
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she was eager to conclude the marriage. But 

Olaf said that she must first be baptized, and 

renounce the religion (he called it superstition) of 

her ancestors. Then all the pride of her nature 

rose up, and she said, " I must not part &om the 

faith which I and my forefathers have held ; but 

let us not quarrel about that. I will worship my 

gods, 6md you can worship yours." Whereat King 

Olaf was enraged, and words grew high between 

them, and he struck her in the fetce with liis glove, 

saying, "Why should I marry an old heathen 

jade ?* Therewith he rose up and left her ; but 

as he went out from her presence, she raised her 

hand and her voice menacingly, and said, " King 

Olaf, thy conduct to me this day will cost thee 

thy crown." And so it did, as we shall see in the 

sequel. He returned to Norway, and she to 

Sweden. 
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CHAPTER XVL 

THE SEERRT OF SHRIEKS. 

There were warlocks and witches in those days, 
^t least so the people believed, and no one more 
so than King Olaf. A story is told of what befel 
a warlock (or male witch, or wizard) who had been 
sent by Harold Gormeson, King of Denmaii, to 
Iceland, that remote and inhospitable isle, to find 
out what the people there were saying and doing ; 
for the men of Iceland had made scorn of King 
Harold Gormeson, and had passed a law that as 
many lampoons should be made against him as 
there were headlands in his country. So the war- 
lock did the bidding of the king, and hied thither 
in the shape of a whale, and when he came near 
to the land, he went to the western side of it, and 
there he saw mountains covered with serpents 
of all shapes and hues ; and he was afittid to 
land; so he swam about a long while until he 
came to Vapnafiord, and there he made for the 
shore, — when lo! a huge dragon came rushing 
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towards him, followed by a train of serpents and 
toads, all blowing poison towards him ; and the 
air became infected so that he grew sick and 
swam away. Then he turned and went westward 
as far as Eyafiord, and tried to land there ; but 
there he was encountered by an enormous bird, 
whose wings stretched out far and wide over the 
mountains on each side, which so afirighted this 
warlock that he fled in dismay to try his fortune 
in another part of the island. At length he came 
to Breidafiord, where he again essayed to land ; 
but this time he took the form of man, as being 
more convenient to walk with than that of a 
whale. And, besides, warlock as he was, he was 
afraid of the birds and serpents of this wonderful 
country. But no sooner had he set foot on shore, 
than a vast grey bull made his appearance and 
ran against him, bellowing hideously, so that the 
warlock fled again to the waves for safety. 
Finally, he landed at a place called Vikarsted, 
between two very high mountains, and seeing 
nobody there, he began to rejoice that lie should 
now see the country and do the king's bidding ; 
but while he was thus communing with himself, 
he looked up, and beheld, afar off, an enormous 
giant striding over hill and dale towards him with 
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an iron staff in his hands, which was three times 
longer than the tallest pine. Here then was a 
foe with whom he could not cope. Then he said 
to himself, " Truly, this is a wonderful island ; 
but it is no place for King Harold Gormeson, for 
the whole power of Jubinal himself protects it." 
And when the warlock returned to Denmark this 
was what he told to the king, and the king be- 
lieved it ! And I have told the story to show how 
ignorant even kings were in those days, to believe 
that any man could take the shape of a whale, 
and see the things this warlock professed to have 
seen. 

Now King Olaf, with all his knowledge, was no 
wiser than King Harold Gormeson, and he firmly 
believed that there were such beings as wizards 
and witches ; for doth not Moses, the great law- 
giver of the Jews, say, — " Thou shalt not suffer a 
witch to live ?" And if there had been no witches, 
why should he have said it ? Moreover, Olaf had 
read the denouncements of God's wrath against 
those who should hold converse with wizaixis and 
those having familiar spirits. And as he was a 
Christian king, he resolved to exterminate them 
out of the land. Therefore he proceeded to Viken 
and summoned a Thing (or assembly of the 
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people), whereat he made a speech, and declared 
it to be his will that all men of whom it should be 
known to a certainty that they dealt Mrith evil 
spirits, or in witchcraft, or were sorcerers, should 
be banished from Norway, and if they would not 
go, then that they should be put to death. So 
great search was made everywhere for them, and 
many were brought before the king, who ordered 
some to be burnt and others to be banished, but 
those who turned Christians and suffered them- 
selves to be baptized, he forgave. But there was 
one man brought before him, who was the greatest 
sorcerer in those parts, and who could perform 
many very wonderful tricks of witchcraft ; and he 
was called Eyvind Kellda : he was a great-gi*and- 
son of Harold the Fair-haired, and was thus as 
nearly related to that good king as Olaf himself. 
When Eyvind was taken, many of his attendants, 
who were also sorcerers, were taken along with 
him, and brought before the king ; and the king 
caused a great feast to be got ready for them, and 
asked them to perform some of their tricks before 
him: this they did, and he rewarded them with 
abundance of strong drink ; and when they had 
made merry amongst themselves, they drank until 
they were all drunk ; for drink will take hold on 
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wizards as well as on common men. And when 
they were drunk, they all fell asleep ; and the 
king caused them to be bound and carried into a 
house wherein was nobody. There they were laid, 
and the house was fastened up and set on fire, 
and the wizards were all burnt excepting Eyvind, 
who was awoke by the flames, which severed the 
bands that bound him: then mounting to the 
roof, he escaped through the smoke-hole, and let 
himself down on the outside. Thus Eyvind escaped 
this time; and so proud was he of his power 
that he caused word to be sent to King Olaf, that 
he would carry on his arts of witchcraft, the sam^ 
as heretofore, notwithstanding the king. And 
when this message came to King Olaf he was 
sorely displeased, and vowed that Eyvind should 
die. Nevertheless, Eyvind did not remain in that 
part, but went northward with his warlocks. 

Now when spring was come, Olaf went nortli- 
ward also, and came to Augvaldsness, where he 
remained awhile to feast. And one night, when 
the king had retired to his chamber, there sud- 
denly appeared before him a venerable and 
majestic man, whose countenance was beautiM 
and friendly, and he sat on the foot of the king's 
bed, and spoke to him in rhymed vetses. The 
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king felt as though it were enchantment ; and the 
burden of the old man's rhymes was the hard fate 
of the sorcerers and wizards, for he said, " When I 
led my people out of Asaland into this countrj-, 
I practised magic arts, and overcame my enemies ; 
and I and my sons founded the throne on which 
thou sittest this day, king. Have, then, coni- 
paasion on the wizards and on Eyvind Kellda, for 
he serves me well, and will eat horse-flesh at my 
great feast this spring ; I invite thee to do the 
game." Then Olaf knew he was talking with 
Odin, the being whom his forefathers had so long 
worshipped; but he feared not. In sooth, Olaf 
was as brave as Odin himself; and he answered, 
" I have sworn that Ejrvind Kellda shall die, and 
by the aid of the God of the Christians I will 
keep my oath : neither will I cat horse-flesh at 
thy sacrifices, but will hew down thine altar and 
thine image." Then the face of Odin grew 
terrible to behold, but Olaf gazed at it undauntedly, 
and soon the figure vanished. And thus will all 
evil disappear if we look it steadily in the face, as 
Olaf looked at Odin, and call on the Christian's 
God for aid. 

But a great triumph awaited Olaf. For the 
next morning, Eyvind Kellda and his crew landed 
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from their ship at Augvaldsness, and began to 
play pranks of witchcraft, in order to annoy the 
king ; and Eyvind clothed his men with caps of 
darkness, and spread so thick a mist around that 
they could not be seen. In this guise they ap- 
proached the house wherein the king abode. But 
lo ! when they reached it, there came clear day, 
so that the king's guards discovered them, and 
pursued them. Eyvind and his men fled round 
the island ; but at length they were overtaken and 
seized and brought before the king. Olaf at once 
knew Eyvind, and asked him where he had been, 
and why he was there. Then Eyvind told aU 
that had happened, and again defied the king, 
for he still relied upon his arts of witchcraft to 
escape from his enemies. Poor, blinded, ignorant 
heathen! He was soon taught better, for Olaf 
commanded his guards to take Eyvind and all his 
crew to a skerry, or small ledge of rocks, which 
was above water when the tide was low, but many 
feet under water when the tide was high. To this 
rock they were all bound, and as the tide rose 
they shrieked with fear, and they shrieked until 
the waters covered them and they were drowned, 
whence the place is called to this day " The Skerry 
of Shrieks." Thus did Olaf deal with the- warlocks. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

THE THING AT MEERE. 

In the summer King Olaf collected a great army, 
and sailed with it north to Nidaros, in the Trond- 
heim country. From thence he sent a summons, 
calling together all the bonders of the different 
districts of that country. But the bonders knew 
that the king's purpose was to force them to 
become Christians ; and therefore they armed all 
their people, and came a great host to the Thing 
(or meeting). When Olaf saw this, he was 
alarmed, for he could not resist so great a war 
force ; however, he invited them all to be seated, 
and spoke to them pleasantly, saying he wished 
them all to become Christians. But when he had 
uttered these words they rose up, and called upon 
him to be silent, threatening to drive him away, 
as they had driven away Hakon the Good, when 
he came to them on the same errand. Olaf, 
therefore, seeing that they would not hear him, 
pretended to give way to them, and said, " I wish 
only to be in good understanding with you, as of 
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old, and I will come to wliere you hold your 
greatest sacrifice festival, and see your customs, 
and thereafter we shall consider which to hold 
by." In this the king did wisely, for he averted 
the hostility of the bonders, and appeased their 
anger. And *as his manner was friendly, and his 
air frank, they were all well pleased with him, 
and invited him to meet them at the great sacri- 
fice which was to be ofiered up to the god Thor, 
at the ancient temple of Meere, on Midsummer's 
day. The king accepted the invitation, and all 
passed off peaceably. 

But Olaf had firmly resolved that he would put 
a stop to the worship of Thor, and encounter the 
idolaters with the sword, if need should be, like 
Joshua of old, and he took measures accordingly. 
He began by collecting all his ships in the river 
Nid, so that he had a great force with him ; then 
he caused a great feast to be prepared at Ladej 
and invited the chiefs and great bonders of that 
and the neighbouring districts to it. When the 
feast was ready, and the chiefs assembled, the 
king caused the health-cup to be sent round, and 
they all drank freely, and great was their merri* 
ment, and when night came they retired and slept 
in peace. But the next morning, when the king 
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was dressed, he caused the priests to celebrate the 
early mass before him, and asked for the blessing 
of Heaven on what he was about to do ; then he 
ordered the trumpets to be sounded for a meeting 
of £tll his guests, — this was also the signal for his 
men to leave their ships and come to him. So 
when the Thing, or meeting, was assembled, the 
bonders found themselves surrounded by armed 
men, and looked uneasily at one another. Then 
the king made them sit down, and he rose and 
spoke to them thus : " I invited the men of Trond- 
heim to a Thing, and to allow themselves to 
be baptized ; but they, on the other hand, invited 
me to offer sacrifice to their gods, as King Hakon 
the Good had done; thereupon it was agreed 
between us that we should meet at Meere, and 
there make a great sacrifice. Now if I, along 
with you, shall turn again to making sacrifice, 
then will I make the greatest of sacrifices that 
are in use. and I will sacrifice men. But I will 
not sacrifice slaves or malefactors for this purpose, 
for that will be a dishonour to your gods ; but I 
will take the greatest men I can find, for they will 
be a worthy sacrifice, such as should only be 
offered to Odin and Thor, and for this I select 
from amongst you those who have most power 
and wealth." Then he named twelve amongst 
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those present, saying that this was the number of 
the Drottnars of Odin in Asaland, who were to be 
honoured likewise. All these, he said, he would 
offer in sacrifice to the gods for peace and a fruit- 
ful season. He then caused the chiefs whom he 
had named to be seized and bound; but they, 
when they found themselves thus situated, thought 
it prudent to submit to the king's terms : accord- 
ingly they were all baptized, and bound by oath 
to maintain and hold steadfast the Christian faith, 
and renounce sacrifices to their gods. After this, 
they were kept prisoners until they sent for their 
sons, or other near relatives, to become hostages 
for them. Thus Olaf subdued a portion of his 
opponents. 

The appointed time now drew nigh for the great 
Thing at Meere; accordingly, Olaf collected all 
his forces, and went into the country of Trond- 
heim. Great was the multitude which assembled ; 
for, besides King Olaf and his men, all the chief 
bonders from far and near, with their retainers, 
and most of the inferior bonders with theirs, were 
present. The greater part of them were enemies 
of the Christians, and had come prepared to fight 
for the supremacy of their own gods. Foremost 
amongst them was the bonder of Ophang, in the 
district of Yriar, a wealthy and powerful man, who 
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was known far and wide by tie name of lem 
Skieegge, or Iron Beard, and by common consent 
had been chosen leader and spokesman of their 
party. 

King Olaf entered the assembly, and took his 
seat on a raised dais. He was attended by his 
friends and his guards, all well armed, and he 
carried in his hand a heavy battle-axe, the handle 
whereof was inlaid with gold. The meeting was 
held in the open air, in front of the great temple 
of Thor. The chiefs were seated on the ground in 
the inner circle ; while outside^ of them, at some 
little distance behind, were seated their retainers 
and thralls, or slaves. The king opened the 
business of the meeting by a speech, wherein he 
told them all that he had done for their good, 
and how he had been invited to assist at the great 
sacrifice to Thor, but that his will was that no 
more sacrifices should be offered to the gods, and 
that every one present should become Christian. 
Then lem Skieegge stood up, and said that the will 
of the bonders was that the king should not break 
their laws, but that he should offer sacrifice as the 
other kings had done before him ; that they would 
not have the God of the Christians for their God, 
but would remain faithful to the gods of their 
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ancestors. On this the bonders set up a great 
shout, which was taken up by their thralls, and 
which rang over mountain and plain, and must 
have been heard by Odin himself in Valhalla (if 
there be such a place). Albeit, King Olaf was in 
nowise daunted, but said he would go into their 
temple, and see what their sacrifices were. So aU 
parties went into the temple ; but the king had 
privily warned his men who remained outside to 
set upon lem Skieegge as he was entering, and he 
took a few of his bravest men with him into the 
temple. It was a large building, in the form of a 
circle, and round it were images of. the gods, with 
ornaments of gold and silver hung round their 
necks and arms. And there were the famous 
idols which represented the ancient heroes of 
Asaland and Scandinavia, — Odin and his sons, 
Thor the hammerer. Balder the beautiful, and 
Niord and Frey, and Heimdal and Skiold, and 

• 

Freya the priestess, the daughter of Niord. But 
far more gorgeous than them all was the image 
of Thor, which held in its hand the ponderous 
hammer wherewith he smote the giant Utgaard 
Loke. This image was covered with ornaments of 
gold and silver, and before it was an altar, on 
which the sacrifices were to be offered. And the 
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sacridcers were there, with their victims, the bull 
and the horse, and the vessels for receiving the 
blood, which was to be sprinkled on door-post, 
floor, and people. All this the king gazed on for 
a few minutes, while they were preparing the 
sacrifice, then boldly advancing to the image of 
Thor, he raised his battle-axe and struck it down, 
and it rolled over from its seat and fell on the 
groimd ; "and the king's men completed the work 
he had begun, and threw down all the images 
from their seats, while the bonders who were in 
the temple drew their swords and prepared for 
battle. But while they stood hesitating, a loud 
shout from without gave notice that the battle 
had begun there, and soon were heard the clash of 
the sword and the crashing of the battle-axe, and 
the shout, and the curse, and the shriek, and the 
groan, and all the horrors that attend the deadly 
struggles of men; and foremost amongst those 
who fell was lern Skieegge, who died vainly im- 
ploring the aid of the false gods of his forefathers. 
Olaf struck right and left with his heavy axe, and 
smote the idolaters within the temple, which was 
soon cleaned of all its living tenants, the broken 
idols and tlie dead bodies of their worshippers soon 
being all that was left in it. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

OLAF's third WIFE. 

When the king had made an end of breaking 
the idols, and slaying their priests and Worshippers 
in the temple of Thor, he came forth out of it to 
finish the battle with those who had remained 
outside ; but the bonders grew faint-hearted when 
they saw their leader lem Skieegge fall, for they 
had no confidence in each other, and there was 
none like him to stand up for their rights with 
iron heart and hand, as he had done. So they 
stayed their hands from striking, and signified to 
King Olaf that they would make terms with him, 
and desired to know what his will was. Olaf 
answered them that he would give them their 
choice of two things — one was to embrace Chris- 
tianity forthwith, giving him hostages for their 
remaining true to it, or else to continue the fight 
until he or they were destroyed. Thereupon they 
made submission to him, and consented to be 
baptized, they and all their retainers and thralls 
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that were with them, and bound themselves by 
oath to be steadfast Christians, and to obey the 
king in all things. I wonder what idea these 
ignorant warriors had of their new religion, and of 
the obligations it imposed upon them ! They pro- 
bably thought that they had only transferred their 
faith from one set of heroes, like Odin and Thor, 
to another set who were named Jesus of Nazareth, 
Paul and John ; for we are not told that Olaf took 
much pains to have them taught their new re- 
ligion : he thought he was doing a great work in 
forcing them to profess it with their lips. In 
truth, he cleared the coimtry of idols, which was 
a great step towards the spread of a better faith. 

When they had stll been baptized, he granted to 
the relatives of lem Skieegge the privilege of 
carrying away his body to bury it ; and they took 
it to Yriar, and buried it in a mound on Osteraad. 
To this day this mound is called the Skieegge 
mound. But this was not all ; for, by the laws of 
Norway, it was enacted that whenever a free man 
was slain in a tumult his slayers were bound to 
pay to his relations a compensation, or penalty, for 
the bloodshed. Now a great dispute arose here, 
as to who was the true slayer of lem Skieegge ; 
for his kinsmen contended that he had been killed 

K 
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by the king's orders, and that therefore the king 
was the murderer. Olaf replied that he had no 
design of killing lem Skieegge, but that all that 
he meant was to force him to become a Christian, 
and that his men had exceeded his orders in 
falling upon him as they had done. But the 
kinsmen of the fallen chief were bold and ambi- 
tious men, and had other designs besides obtaining 
mere money compensation for his death; they 
knew their power in their own district, and that 
they could give the king much trouble, and they 
thought they could make a better bargain with 
him. Now lem Skieegge had left a daughter, 
whose name was Gudrun, a handsome and high- 
spirited girl, and as Olaf was a widower, they said 
among themselves, "Let the king take Gudrun 
for his wife, then he will perforce take us into his 
service, and his councils, and we shall become 
great men in Norway." So they made this pro- 
posal to the king, and it pleased him, for he had 
heard of her beauty ; but he made it a condition 
that she should become a Christian, and that he 
should first see her. To both of these conditions 
they made no objection; but when Gudrun was 
informed of them she bit her lips, and said no- 
thing ; for she was of a haughty temper, and loved 
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not being sold to the enemy of her father. How- 
beit she was prevailed upon to give her consent at 
last, and she was brought into his presence, and 
the king was well pleased with her beauty and 
wit; and she strove to please him, for she had 
conceived a purpose of her own, which she told 
not to mortal ear. So the day was fixed for the 
wedding, and king Olaf invited his friends from 
far and near to be present at the ceremony, which 
was to commence with the baptism of the lady. 

The morning came whifch was to give to Olaf 
his third wife, and the town of Nidaros was gaily 
decorated. All the king's ships were in the fiord, 
and his soldiers and friends were around him, for 
he feared treachery, and a surprise from the kins- 
men of Jem Skieegge. They, too, were there, with 
their retainers in great numbers ; but for greater 
safety they pitched their tents outside the town. 
You may form, from this, some idea of the state of 
society at this period in Norway ; when it was no 
uncommon thing for chiefs, and even kings, to be 
burnt alive in their houses by their enemies, as 
we have seen was the fate of poor king Harold 
Greenske. 

Wliile Olaf was sitting alone in his chamber, 
musing on this new event in his life, one of his 
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servants desired to speak with him. The king 
bade him say on. 

" King Olaf," said the man, " forgive the bold- 
ness of thy servant, and condemn him not until 
thou seest whether he has told thee aright or not 
I have become acquainted with one of the maids 
of the lady Gudrun, who sleeps in the same tent 
with her; she tells me that for many nights 
Gudrun has been restless in her sleep, as though 
some evil weighed upon her mind. Visions has 
she, and mutters strange things ; at last Thymi 
bethought her of listening attentively to her 
muttenngs, and from them she fears lest Gudrun 
meditates a grievous wrong to thee, King Olaf. 
She carries a dagger in her bosom, which ever 
and anon she clutches, and whispers of avenging 
her father's death. This did Thymi bid me teU 
thee. King Olaf." 

" I mistrust the damsel myself," said Olaf; ** I 
will give heed to thy warning, and thank thee and 
Thymi." 

Then the king attired himself for the wedding, 
and caused the trumpets to sound for the people 
to assemble in the gardens of his palace. Thither 
hasted the chiefs and their followers, and aU. the 
soldiers and people, and all took their stations. 
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Then came the Christian priests and their attend- 
ants, bearing b^ font, with consecrated water 
therein; and lastly, came the king, leading the 
£air Gudrun, greeted with loud shouts of welcome 
from the bystanders. Olaf led his bride to the 
holy font, and there she made profession of her 
£Eiith in Christ, and the priest poured the water on 
her, baptizing her into the church. This done, 
the marriage ceremony was performed, and Gudrun 
became the wif ie of Olaf. 

Then a great feast was prepared, and the chiefs 
amused the spectators by various feats of dex- 
terity, while the scalds sang the heroic deeds of 
Olaf, and the feats of his ancestors. The day 
passed in merry-making and revelry, and the 
wassail bowl passed freely round till night drew 
on. The revellers prolonged their noisy revels 
imtil they could no longer hold the cup, as was 
the custom of those days, and many passed the 
night on the ground where they had passed the 
day. At last all was still and dark, king Olaf 
and his bride retired to their nuptial chamber, and 
the day closed on a scene of general contentment. 
The night was to reveal a different one ; for 
shortly before the dawn a commotion was heard in 
the palace, the king was calling for lights and for 
his men, there was arming in haste, and the alarm 
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soon spread : it was believed that lem Sldeegge's 
men had set upon the king in the dead hour of 
night, and sought to slay him. Soon lights were 
had, and the palace w£is searched in every nook 
and corner, but the vanished bride was nowhere to 
be found; they searched the gardens and the 
neighbourhood, but no Gudrun was there. On 
the other side of the landscape the tents of the 
men of Trondheim shone white in the broad moon- 
light ; but amongst them imusual bustle was also 
seen: one by one the tents were struck, until 
they had all disappeared, and with them the 
warriors of lern Skieegge. What was the cause 
of all this stir ? When Gudrun thought the king 
had fallen asleep, she slily drew forth from under 
the cover of the bed a knife, which she intended 
should find its way to. his heart ; but noiseless as 
were her movements, they did not escape Olaf, 
who only feigned sleep, for he had not forgotten 
the warning of Thyrni. There was moonlight 
enough to show him what she was doing ; before 
she could strike he seized her arm, and took the 
knife from her, then summoned his attendants. 
Gudrun seized her clothes, and making her escape 
from the palace, fled to her father's men, who 
struck their tents, and departed home with her. 



KING OP NORWAT. 135 



CHAPTER XIX. 

HABEK OP THI0TT6. 

EiNG Olaf was well pleased to be rid of so wicked 
a wife, and ordered that she should not be pursued : 
thus she and her company returned unmolested to 
their homes, but lem Skieegge's relatives were 
disappointed in their ambitious schemes with 
regard to Olaf. The king was more than ever 
zealous in spreading Christianity, and was not 
very scrupulous about the means he used to make 
converts ; but I doubt if he did more than force 
them to profess the new religion with their lips : 
as for being baptized, that was no novelty, for by 
the religion of Odin, it was ordained that water 
should be poured over infants when they were 
named, so the ignorant people of Norway could 
not perceive much difference between the Christian 
and the heathen ceremony. But the story of 
Barek of Thiotto is a good example of the king's 
way of making converts to Christianity. 

Harek of Thiotto was a wealthy merchant of 
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Halogaland, but an enemy to the Cliristians ; and 
he and all his people were strongly attached to 
the faith of their forefathers, the worship of 'Odin. 
Amongst his followers were two friends, called 
Sigurd and Hauk, who sailed with him in his 
voyages, and had visited many countries. One 
summer, while Olaf was king, they made a voyage 
to England to sell their merchandize, and having 
finished their business they returned to Norway, 
sailing along the coast on their way to Haloga- 
land. When they came to North More they fell 
in with some of King Olaf s people, vnth whom 
they got into conversation, and disclosed who they 
were, and what was their business, and also that 
they were heathens. Then Olaf s men came to 
him, and told him what persons Jthese were ^that 
they had met with, and he straightway gave orders 
that they should be arrested and brought before 
him; which, when it was done, he spoke kindly 
to them, and asked them if they would be bap- 
tized; but they replied that they would not 
Again the king spoke to them and tried by all 
the means in his power to persuade them to give 
up the religion of their ancestors, but it was in 
vain ; they steadily refused to 'comply with his 
request. And when he found he failed to make 
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an impression on them by mild means, he had 
recourse to threats, and told them he would have 
them tortured and put to death if they remained 
obstinate; but they gloried in their faith, and 
defied the king. Then he ordered them to be 
cast into prison and loaded with chains, until he 
should give further orders concerning them. He 
would frequently visit them in their prison, and 
talk with them about their religion, and how much 
better it would be for them to turn Christians — 
and as he always spoke kindly they at length 
began to listen to him — and asked him many 
questions about tfie new religion, and what they 
should do to become disciples. Now in their 
discourse they frequently spoke of Harek of 
Thiotto, their friend and master, saying what a 
good man he was, how kind, how hospitable, how 
charitable to the poor and the afiSicted ; and Olaf 
thought it was the more pity that so good a man 
should be lost to the church. And he asked them 
whether, if he would set them at liberty, they 
would go to Harek and bring him to the king's 
place at Nidaros. But they said that could only 
be done by stratagem ; yet they would do their 
best to bring him to the king if they were set at 
liberty. Then Olaf made them promise to return. 
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and he caused their irons to be taken off, and their 
ship to be restored to them, and they sailed away 
to Halogaland. 

Harek welcomed them back, and invited them 
to stay with him in his house; so they remained 
with him a long time. Now it happened one day 
that Harek was sad, and weary of doing nothing; 
and his friends, Sigurd and Hauk, proposed that 
he should go in a boat with them and row for a 
little amusement — but they thought this a favour- 
able moment for trying to carry him off. Harek 
was well pleased at the thought, for he was fond 
of the sea, as aU the Norsemen of old were, and 
he willingly assented. So they went down to the 
sea, and there they took a skiff, which was fitted 
with oars, but had also a mast and rigging. Qarek 
busied himself with fitting on the rudder, while 
the others put chests of bread and butter, and a 
great keg of ale on board. They also provided 
themselves with arms, which w£is a usual thing to 
do in those unsettled times, and then they got 
into the boat and rowed away from the land. 
After a while they hoisted the sail, and Harek 
was steering; but Sigurd and Hauk went up to 
him, and, drawing their weapons, said, "Thou 
must choose one of these conditions :— either let 
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US direct this voyage, or else be thou fast bound 
and let us take the command, or else submit to 
deatL" When Harek recovered from his surprise, 
he saw that he could not contend with them, so he 
bound himself by oath to resign the command 
into their hands; whereupon they steered the 
boat to the south, and sailed along the coast until 
they reached Nidaros, where they landed and 
found the king. They took Harek with them and 
brought him before Olaf, who had a long discourse 
with him, and asked him to be baptized. Upon 
this Harek begged for time to consider : this the 
king very willingly granted ; and he had many a 
conference with him both in public and in private 
— ^yet could he not overcome the objections of 
Harek. But the king was pleased with his manly 
bearing, and gave him his liberty, telling him that 
it was by his orders that Sigurd and Hauk had 
acted as they had done in taking him prisoner. 
He also told Harek that he should come to Halo- 
galand, and punish all those who rejected Chris- 
tianity ; and at parting he gave him a handsome 
boat, well manned, and stored with provisions: 
in this vessel Harek returned to his own country, 
right glad to have escaped so eeujily. But when 
he got home, he sent for his friend, Ey vind Kinnrif, 
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who had the reputation of being a wizard, and 
told him all that had happened, and how King 
Olaf was coming to Halogaland with a great force 
to make them all Christians. At this, Eyrind was 
sorely troubled, for he knew that the king would 
not suffer any one who had the reputation of being 
a sorcerer to live, and he busied his brain in de- 
vising a plan to escape the vengeance of the king. 
But while he was talking with Harek, King Olaf B 
men, who had secretly foUowed Harek to his house, 
came up and fell upon Eyvind, and carried him 
away to their ship, and sailed away with him to 
Nidaros to King Olaf. Then Eyvind was brought 
before Olaf, who knew him by repute, and at once 
ordered him to submit to be baptized. But Eyvind 
steadfastly refused. Then the king with many 
gentle words, and the bishop also, strove to per- 
suade him to renounce his great wickedness, and 
forsake his evil ways, and turn to Christ — ^but he 
was obstinate. Lastly, the king threatened him 
with tortures and death, but still he continued 
obstinate. Then Olaf ordered him to be laid on 
the ground, and a pan of glowing coals to be 
placed on his belly : soon the fire began to destroy 
Eyvind's body — ^and he cried out, " Take away 
the pan, for I would speak before I die." And 
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Olaf ordered the cjoals to be removed, and then 
asked Ey vind if he would believe in Chiist But 
Eyvind answered, " There can no baptism come 
upon me, for I am an evil spirit put into this body 
by sorcery, at the instance of my father and 
mother, because they had no child — and thus 
they obtained me!" Thus died this poor, im- 
penitent wretch, in full belief of the power of 
witchcraft ; and the king ordered his body to be 
burnt, and the ashes to be scattered to the winds. 
Then Olaf sailed to Thiotto with a great force, 
80 that none durst oppose him. And he came to 
Harek's house, and remained there as a guest; 
and Sigurd and Hauk came with him also, for 
they had been baptized, and were now of the 
king's household. But Harek dared no longer 
oppose the king's will ; so he and all his people 
were baptized — and in this manner all the country 
through which Olaf passed was made Christian. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

BAUD THE STRONG. 

But Olaf was not always so successful nor so 
merciful, as is shown in the case of Saud the 
Strong, a very rich bonder, who dwelt in the isle 
of Godo, which was a small island in the terrible 
fiord of Salten. This fiord is large within, but 
the entrance to it is very narrow, so that whether 
the tide flow in or out, there is always a very 
dangerous race out in the sea from the entrance. 
And it can only be crossed during the time be- 
tween ebb and flood tide. Raud was a great 
idolater, and skilled in witchcraft and sorcery; 
he was served by a number of small Laplanders 
and had a vast number of followers. He was also 
a great sailor, and had a very large ship with a 
gilded head formed like a dragon, and it had 
thirty benches for rowers. Now when Baud the 
Strong heard that Olaf was coming to Halogaland, 
he sent for Thorer Hiort, his friend, who also had 
a large ship and many retainers, and took counsel 
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vriih him, and they both resolved to gather to- 
gether an army and fight the king. So they 
assembled all their men and their ships, and 
sailed southwards against Olaf, and when they 
met him they gave him battle. It was a terrible 
fight, and many were killed on both sides, but 
Baud lost most men, and his ships were cleared, 
so that great fear fell upon his followers, and they 
turned and fled. Those who got on shore were 
pursued and taken^ and Olaf gave life and freedom 
fo all those who asked it and agreed to become 
Christian: but Thorer Hiort was slain. Raud 
escaped and reached the Salten fiord ; and as he 
had always a fair wind with him, which people 
said came from his witchcraft, he reached Godo 
island in safety. King Olaf sailed along the 
coast until he came to the fiord ; and he made 
ready to enter it to search for Baud, when a 
dreadful tempest arose, and continued for a whole 
week in the fiord, although outside at sea there 
was beautiful calm weather. So after waiting a 
week, vainly trying to enter the fiord, Olaf sailed 
north to the far Lefodden islands, where many 
became Christians at his bidding. After a while 
he turned south and came again to Salten fiord, 
and there the same storm was raging, and the sea 
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ran high so that no ship could enter; so Obf 
waited several days in hopes the weather would 
moderate in the fiord, although it was calm out- 
side : and he was filled with amazement at the 
sight. 

At length his patience began to wane^ and bis 
curiosity to increase, and he applied to Bishop 
Sigurd, and asked him if he could explain the 
meaning of the storm in the fiord. And the 
bishop replied that he would try if God would 
give him power to conquer these arts of the deviL 
Then he took all his robes, and went forward to 
the bow of the king's ship, and ordered tapers to 
be lighted, and incense to be brought; and he- 
set the crucifix upon the stem' of the vessel, and 
read out of the gospel, and caused mass to be 
sung, and holy water to be sprinkled over the 
ship. When this was done, he directed the rowers 
to row straight into the fiord, and the king ordered 
the other ships to follow. To the surprise of all, 
the water was smooth where the ships moved, but 
curled up in huge waves at a little distance from 
them : thus one ship followed another in the 
smooth track, and thus they proceeded a whole 
day and night until they reached Godo's isle. 
There they found Baud's great ship, named **The 
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Dragon " — which was then a common name for 
large ships of war: it was moored close to the 
land, and Baud lived in it, for he could live more 
safely in it than he could on the land. It was so 
early in the morning when Olaf arrived with his 
ships, that Baud was still sleeping ; so the king 
ordered an immediate attack, and his men rushed 
on board and broke into the cabin where Baud 
was, and seized and bound him. Baud's men 
attempted to resist, but they were soon overcome, 
and some were slain, some jumped overboard, and 
the rest were made prisoners. The king followed 
up his attack and went on shore, where he took 
the rest [of Baud's people, killing those who re- 
sisted, and binding those that submitted. Then 
when all was done, he ordered Baud to be brought 
before him, and said to him, '' I come rather as 
thy friend than thy enemy, nor will I injure thee 
nor take thy property from thee, if thou wilt be- 
come a Christian." But Baud made light of 
the king's offer, and said, " How should I be the 
better for becoming a Christian ? Is not Odin as 
powerful as Jesus? Will the latter reward me 
with more gifts than the former? Nay — but I 
will never believe in Him, and I despise Him." 
Then the king was wroth, and said, " Thou blas- 

L 
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phemest, and art worthy to die the worst of deaths; 
aud thou shalt assuredly die 80,*^if thou dost not 
repent." But Raud again made scoflf of Olaf and 
the Christian's God, so Olaf ordered him to be 
bound to a heavy beam of wood, which was laid on 
the ground, and he was tied to it with his &oe 
uppermost, and the king caused a wedge to be 
placed in Eaud's mouth to force it open ; for Baud 
had clenched his teeth firmly to bear whatever 
pain Olaf was going to inflict on him. By this 
means his teeth were forced apart, and the king 
ordered an adder to be put into Baud's mouth; 
but the creature would not enter when Baud 
breathed on it : then Olaf, finding this would not 
frighten Baud into compliance, called for a hollow 
tube, and into that he made the adder go, by 
holding a red-hot iron before the opening. So the 
serpent crept into Baud's mouth and down his 
tliroat, and gnawed its way out of his side ; and in 
this cruel way Baud was put to death. What 
shall we say of a king, who called himself a 
Christian, and yet did not hesitate to use such 
barbarous methods of making converts, and of 
punishing those who refused to be converted? 
Yet these were the means which were resorted 
to for spreading Christianity throughout Europe 
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during ** the middle ages " ^(as the thousand years 
which passed between the fall of the great Boman 
Empire, in the fifth century after Christ, and the 
stirring times of the fifteenth century, are called). 
Olaf made a good thing of his enterprise, for he 
gained Baud's large ship, and carried oflf a great 
quantity of gold and silver, and other valuable 
things; and he baptized all the people of the 
fiord and the neighbouring isles. So he enriched 
himself while he spread Christianity. 

On his return to Nidaros he fell in with a fleet 
of merchant ships from Iceland, and he inquired 
whether there were any Christians on board ; for 
he had some time before that sent a Saxon priest, 
named Thangbrand, to that country to convert 
the people, and he was anxious for tidings of him. 
But the men of the Iceland ships were heathens, 
and tried to make their escape : howbeit, the wind 
was against them, and they were forced to go with 
the king to Nidaros, where they were well treated, 
. but not suffered to leave the place. One fine day 
they were swimming for amusement, and the by- 
standers looked on; and there was a man who 
challenged any one of the Iceland men to swim 
against him. This challenge was accepted by one 
Eiartan Olafsson, who cast off his clothes and 



148 ADVENTURES OP OLAF TBYGGVESON, 

sprang into the water ; then he set after the man, 
seized hold of his foot and dived with him under 
water. They soon came up, and, without speaking 
a word, dived down again, and remained under 
water much longer than the first time. Then 
they came up again, and, without saying a word, 
dived down a third time, and remained under 
water until Kiartan began to tire, and wished to 
come up, but the man held him down until he 
was almost drowned, after which the man let hhi 
go, and they swam to land. Then Kiartan said, 
'^ I am the best swimmer in Iceland, and my naiDie 
is Kiartan Ola&son — ^but thou art more expert, and 
what is thy name?" And the man answered, *I 
am Olaf Tryggveson, king of Norway." Whereat 
the Icelander was alarmed, but the king gave him 
a cloak, and invited him and his people to come 
to church and hear mass ; and after some hesita- 
tion, they did so, and were much pleased with the 
fine singing and the sound of the bells ; and when 
they came back to their ships they tiJked it over, 
and admired Olaf s bravery, and his kindness to 
them, and resolved to become Christians. So 
Olaf welcomed them, and they were baptisiM 
amidst great rejoicings. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

THE LONG SERPENT. 

I MUST now tell you of the wonderful ship which 
Olaf built for himself, which was larger than any 
ship ever before built in Norway. In those days 
the largest vessels were not so big as a small 
frigate is now-a-days. What would Olaf, and 
those who lived when he did, say to the great 
steam-ships of our time, could they now come to 
life and behold them ? I think they would find 
that the language they then spoke contained no 
words to express the feelings they would ex- 
perience. 

Olaf was very fond of the fiord of Trondheim, 
and may be called the founder of the town of that 
name. He was constantly at Nidaros, where in- 
deed he lived, and it was at Ladehammer, a point 
of land near Trondheim, that he caused his great 
ship to be built. It was nearly one hundred and 
thirty feet in length. A great number of work- 
men were set to work on it : there were men to 
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feU the timber, and men to shape it, men to carry 
it and men to fix it; then there were others to 
make nails, and bolts, and screws ; others again 
made the canvass and the cordage, and there were 
carpenters and riggers, to rput all together, and 
the master builder was Thorberg Skafting. First, 
the cradle and beam knees were laid, and the 
kelson fixed, then the ribs were bent and fixed, 
and the planking of the sides was begun; and 
while the men were at work upon this plankingi 
it happened that Thorberg was obliged to go 
home to his farm on some- urgent business, and 
as he remained a long time, the ship was planked 
up on both sides by the time he came back. The 
king was rejoiced at his return, and went with him 
to see how the vessel looked, and they were both 
delighted with her noble appearance. Everybody 
said that so beautiful a ship had never been built 
before ; so Olaf and Thorberg returned to the town 
well satisfied. 

Early the next morning the king returned to 
the ship, to watch the progress of the workmen, as 
was his wont, for lie took much delight in ships 
and shipbuilding. And Thorberg went with him; 
but when they arrived at Ladehammer they were : 
amazed to find all the carpenters standing idle 



KING OF NOKWAY. 151 

with their arms across. Olaf asked what the 
matter was, whereupon they answered that the 
ship was destroyed, for that somebody had gone 
from stem to stem, and cut one deep notch after 
another, all down one side of the planking. Then 
Olaf drew near and examined the planking, and 
found that it was as they said, and he became 
exceeding angry, and said with an oath that if he 
oould discover the man who had been so envious 
and wicked as to destroy the ship in this manner, 
he would put him to death. Moreover, he offered 
A great reward for the discovery of the offender ; 
amd he might have offered ten times the amount 
without ever discovering who had disfigured his 
ship, but that the offender himself stepped forward 
and scdd, *^ I can tell thee, king, who has done 
this. I did it myaelf.'' Then the king said, " If 
thou restore not the ship to the same condition 
wherein it was before these notches were cut, thy 
life shall pay the forfeit. Thorberg (for it was he) 
replied that he was willing it should be so, and he 
took an axe and chipped the planks until all the 
deep notches were made even with the rest ; and 
when this was done the king and aU that were 
present agreed that the ship was much handsomer 
on the side of the hull which Thorberg had 
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chipped, and Olaf bade him shape the other side 
in the same way, and rewarded him for the im- 
provement. In this way does human art progress 
little by little — men discover the laws of fitness 
and contrivance, and learn to apply them to tiieir 
own use. 

In due time Thorberg finished the building of 
the ship, and made for her an arched tail, and a 
gilded head, and very high bulwarks, to protect 
the deck from the waves, and from the arrows 
and darts of enemies. She was also fitted with 
thirty-four benches for rowers ; for in those days 
the art of navigating a ship was in its infancy, and 
men had made but little progress in making the 
most of the wind and the tide, so that when the 
former was unfavourable they waited until it 
shifted, a,nd did not venture to beat to windward, 
or else they scudded before it, and thus went 
sadly out of their way. And it was to avoid this, 
as well as to be able to move about when the wind 
was calm, that they had recourse to the clumsy 
plan of rowing. Fancy, if you can, the time and 
labour it would require to row a ship of some 
hundred tons burthen across the Atlantic Ocean, 
from Europe to America. When the ship was 
finished, Olaf named it " The Long Serpent," and 
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he named the ship he had taken from Baud the 
Strong in Halogaland *' The Short Serpent" They 
were both layishly painted and gilded, and a row 
of shining white and red shields were hung over 
the rails all round, from stem to stem. The Long 
Serpents head resembled that of a dragon, and its 
tail curled over the head of the steersman, so that 
it had a very fierce and warUke appearance. 

In the waist of the vessel were placed the chests 
of arms, and the darts and stones for slinging ; 
also the provisions, goods, and clothing, and all 
was covered over with moveable hatches. On this 
lower deck the crew slept at night, sheltered from 
the weather by an awning; but this was only 
when they were at sea, for whenever they were 
near land they landed and set up their tents on 
the beach, and there they passed the night, the 
ship being moored to the land by cables. Or, if 
the shore was a hostile one, they would strike the 
mast, and make a tent on board by hanging tilt- 
doths or sails over it. These masts were seldom 
more than forty feet long ; and as the ships of the 
Northmen had no standing rigging, and carried 
only one large square sail, there was no difficulty 
in using the mast in this manner. The sail itself 
was very gay, being made of stripes of white, blue, 
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cind red cloth ; and theo Olaf set up his standard 
which was a large white flag with a red crosd on 
it — ^an emblem of Christianity ; so that altogether 
**The Long Serpent" presented a very showy 
appearance. 

But Olaf would not allow her to be launched 
without having the benediction of the Church on 
her, so he sent for Bishop Sigurd to bless the ship« 
In our time it is a custom to christen a ship in 
this manner : a bottle of wine is suspended from 
the bow by a string, and some beautiful or distin- 
guished lady is requested to perform the ceremony 
of naming the ship, which she does standing on a 
platform and pulling thq bottle towards her, and, 
letting it go suddenly, by which means it is dashed 
against the ship and broken, and the wine runs 
down the ship's bow. The ship is then said to be 
christened, which means dedicated to Christ — ^a 
profane sort of thing, when we reflect on its real 
meaning, but which has from constant use ceased 
to be understood to mean this. In like manner do 
men indulge in swearing, using oaths which they 
do not really wish to see fulfilled, but from a 
profane and thoughtless habit of using the words. 

Bishop Sigurd came with all his priests and his 
choristers, and he celebrated high mass on board 
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"The LoDg Serpent/' and sprinkled holy water 
over her, and blessed her ; but while he did so his 
voice trembled, and his features grew sad, and 
suddenly in the midst of his prayer he paused* 
Then Olaf asked him what was amiss, and the 
venerable man looked at him full in the face, and 
the tears came into his eyes, as he said, '^ Oh, my 
beloved king ! faithful and dutiful son of the 
Church, may the blessing of God and the Saviour 
be upon thee ; but I have seen a vision, wherein 
thou didst appear to me, and I read on the scroll 
which thy fetch held in its hand that 'The Long 
Serpent ' had a forked sting, which would bring 
evil to its owner ; yet could I not clearly discern 
that thou shouldst die on board of her. I fear, 
however, that thou wilt meet with some heavy 
misfortune." " Amen," said Olaf, " if such be the 
will of God !" 
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CHAPTEK XXn. 

OLAP'S LAST WIFE. 

Those who have followed the fortunes of Okf 
thus far may remember that he had once sought 
in marriage Sigrid the Haughty, the cruel widow 
of Eric, king of Sweden, and that this woman 
had vowed to be revenged on Olaf for the insult 
he had inflicted on her by striking her in the face 
with his glove, and calling her an old heathen jada 
This same Sigrid was now the wife of Sweyn " of 
the forked beard," king of Denmark, and they 
were both great friends of Eric, the son of Earl 
Hakon, the late king of Norway, of whom we 
shall hear more presently. 1*he reader may also 
remember Burislaf, king of Vendland, the father 
of Olafs first wife Geyra; he was now an old 
man, yet he had the weakness which many old 
men have— that is, a desire for a young wife, and 
his choice fell upon Thyri, the sister of T^ing 
Sweyn ; for this he had charged Earl Sigvald, his 
Mend, to go to Denmark, and ask the hand of the 
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maiden in marriage for him; and King Swejm 
had agreed to the match, but Thyri had flatly 
refused to marry an old man and a heathen, for she ' 
was a Christian. Thus Earl Sigvald's mission was 
vain, and he returned to Yendland ; but the old 
king was not to be baffled in this manner, and he 
sent Sigvald back to claim of Sweyn the fulfil- 
ment of his agreement, and to bring Thyri back 
with him. Now Sweyn knew that Burislaf was a 
,^^ king, ^ Ld b, of gc^ «mc= to 
him in case of a war with his neighbours, the 
Germans, so he delivered Thyri into Earl Sigvald's 
hands, stipulating that she should have the same 
possessions which Queen Gunhilda had enjoyed in 
Yendland. Thyri wept sorely, but her brother 
was inexorable — ^so she was put on board a ship 
with some female attendants and her foster-father, 
Otsur Aakeson, who offered to accompany her; 
and they were all under the charge of Earl Sig- 
vald. 

At length they arrived in Vendland, where 
Burislaf held his court, and they were welcomed 
by the old king. And he held his wedding mth 
Thyri soon after her arrival, and caused great 
rejoicings to be had throughout his kingdom ; but 
Thyri would not sit down with him nor go near 
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him, nor would she eat or drink with a heathen, 
for she was a Christian princess, and had a horror 
of idolatry, while all the people around her (except 
Otsur her foster-father and her maids) were 
heathens. For seven days and seven nights did 
old Burislaf solicit his newly-made wife to sit at 
table with him, but he could not prevail on her to 
do so ; then he grew angry, and threatened her with 
punishment, and thereupou she grew frightened, 
and stealing out of the palace with Otsur, one 
dark night, she made her way into the woods. 
There they lay hid until they could procure a 
disguise, and then they set off to return to Den- 
mark, where they arrived, after many a weary 
day's march and many an adventure. But she 
dared not stay in Denmark, for she knew that if 
her brother Sweyn heard she was in the country, 
he would send her back directly to Burislaf. 
Therefore, she formed the bold plan of crossing 
over into Norway, and seeking the protection of 
Olaf, and so, not entering the dominions of King 
Sweyn, she and Otsur made their way along the 
frontier to the sea, where they found a ship which 
conveyed them to Norway. She had still a long 
journey before her, for Olaf was at Nidaros, whereas 
she had been landed on the southernmost point of 
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the kingdom — ^yet her courage failed her not — 
and in time she reached Trondheim, with Otsur, 
The good old man presented himself before Olaf, 
and told him he had brought a lady of royal birth 
to see him, and that she had journeyed many 
hundred miles to accomplish her purpose. So 
Olaf s curiosity was roused, and he would have 
questioned Otsur further, but that the latter 
begged that the lady might be allowed to speak 
for herself. Then the king oi'dered her to be 
brought before him, and he received her very 
kindly, and seated her near him. And Thyri 
related to Olaf all the sorrows and troubles she 
had undergone, and entreated his advice and im- 
plored him to protect her. This last he readily 
agreed to do, and he advised her to remain where 
she was. Then they talked on various matters, 
and the king was greatly pleased with her discourse, 
for Thyri was a witty as well as a handsome 
woman : in short, Olaf s fancy was touched, and 
he began to think that the pretty Danish princess 
would make him a good wife ; for he was now a 
widower for the third time, having caused the 
Church to pronounce a divorce for him from his 
wicked wife, Gudrun, who had tried to murder 
him in his sleep. Besides, Olaf wished to have a 
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son who might inherit the kingdom after him, and 
he had not had any children by his former wives. 
He, therefore, turned the discom^e that way, and 
asked her if she would marry him. K the truth 
must be told, it was with some such object as this 
in her mind that Thyri had made her way into 
Norway ; for Olaf s fame as a handsome and bold 
warrior, and as a Christian king, and all that he 
had done to spread Christianity throughout his 
kingdom, were well known to her ; and, moreover, 
she was conscious of her own wit and beauty, and 
was, withal, desirous of sharing the glory of con- 
verting the heathens of the north to the true 
faith. It is also true that she had been forced to 
submit to the ceremony of marriage with the old 
heathen. King Burislaf, but she had never admitted 
that a heathen priest could lawfully bind to her 
any one, nor would she ever admit that she was 
Burislaf s wife. Thus, when Olaf asked her if she 
would marry him, she had already prepared an 
answer for him ; and with a show of reluctance, but 
Miwardly congratulating herself on her good for- 
tune, she bade him dispose of her heart and hand 
— which was a very neat way of saying "he might 
marry her as soon as he pleased." Yet Olaf was 
not without Us scruples as to the lawfulness of 
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taking Thyri for his wife, and he consulted Bishop 
Sigurd on the subject That learned man declared 
that as Thyri had never given her consent to the 
marriage with Burislaf, it was not a binding con- 
tract, — one of the first conditions of a lawful con- 
tract being that the parties to it should be free 
agents, not acting under compulsion ; but to make 
all safe (as he thought) he granted a dispensation, 
(that is, a discharge from all sin against the 
Church), to Thyri and Olaf, and they were married 
at Nidaros in the fall of the year of Our Lord 
998. Great festivities were held in honour of the 
wedding, and the king and his new queen abode 
at Nidaros all the winter. 

The next summer a child was born to Olaf, 
which was a stout and promising child, and both 
he and Thyri loved it exceedingly : it was named 
Harold, after Thyri^s father. But alas! for the 
hopes and schemes of mortal men. The fond 
parents looked forward with hope to the day when 
the child would be a man and inherit the throne 
of his fathers ; but a higher and wiser King had 
ruled otherwise, and sent His angel to fetch the 
infant away from this world when it was barely 
a year old. Olaf and Thyri mourned its loss for 
many a day. 

M 
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Yet another marriage took place in the family 
of Olafl This was the wedding of his beantifiil 
sister Ingoborg, with Earl Bognvald^ the nephew 
of Sigrid the Haughty, and governor of Western 
Gothland, in Sweden; which wedding was cele- 
brated with great pomp at Sole, in Bogaland, in 
the presence of all the nobles and chiefe of the 
kingdom. But Olaf had given his consent to the 
marriage only on condition that Earl Bognvald 
would accept the true £uth, and make all the 
subjects he ruled over be baptized. The earl 
agreed to this, and he and all his followers became 
Christians ; but Olaf did not stop here, for he sent 
learned men back with the earl to Gothland to 
baptize the people there, and teach them the 
right faith and morals. 

Then Olaf finished his festivities by a voyage 
to Yendland, to visit his old flEither-in-law, Burislaf, 
whom he found in good health, and who forgave 
him for marrying the runaway ThyrL So he 
returned well contented to Norway. 
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CHARTER XXin. 

olaf's last wab. 

We have passed over the happiest portion of 
Olafs reign ; the short remainder of it was spent 
in turmoil and war. I am afraid that he was to 
blame for this; but his wife, Thyri, was the 
originator of the mischief. The story told of her 
■ is as follows : — " Queen Thyri complained often 
and bitterly to King Olaf, that she, who had such 
great possessions in Yendland, had none in 
Norway suitable for a queen ; and sometimes she 
would entreat the king, with fine words, to get 
her property restored to her. But Olaf paid 
little attention to her entreaties. One day, how- 
ever, in early spring, he was walking in the street, 
^and met a man in the market with some large 
angelica roots : the king took a great stalk of one 
in his hand, and went home to Queen Thyri with 
it She was weeping when he entered. He said, 
*See here, queen, is a great angelica stalk for 
thee.' She threw it away, and said, ' A greater 
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present Harold Gormson gave to my mother; 
and he was not a&aid to go out of the land and 
take his own. That was shown when he came 
over here to Norway, and laid waste the greater 
part of the land, and seized on all the scutt and 
revenues ; but thou darest not go across the 
. Danish dominions for this brother of mine. King 
Sweyn.' As she spoke thus, King Olaf sprang 
up and answered with a loud oath, * Never did I 
fear thy brother Sweyn ; and if we meet he shall 
give way before me !' " Such is the tale told by 
the old Norse poet, Snorre Sturleson, who has 
sung the exploits of tiie ancient heroes of the 
north. 

We have said that this Danish king, Sweyn, 
was married to Sigrid the Haughty, who had 
vowed in her heart the destruction of Olaf — and 
she never ceased to reproach her husband for not 
having punished Olaf for receiving Thyri, his 
sister, when she fled from King Burislaf, and for 
miarrying her in defiance, as it were, of the world. 
Thus the ire of Sweyn was aroused, and he was 
glad of a cause for quarrel with Olaf, that he 
might attack him and gain possession of his 
dominions. And in this wicked scheme he had 
an abettor in Earl Eric, who was the son of Earl 
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Hakon the Bad, the former ruler of Norway, who 
thought that if Sweyn should conquer Olaf, he 
might perhaps recover the power which his father 
formerly possessed. This Earl Eric was a bold 
and adventurous man, and second to no one in 
daring, except Olaf himself. When his father 
was surprised and slain by Olaf, Earl Eric went 
eastward to Olaf, king of Sweden, who received 
him kindly, and gave him great possessions : there 
he was joined by all those who had been forced to 
quit Norway by Olaf Tryggveson, and with them 
he formed a band of sea rovers, and built ships, 
and set forth to plunder and get money and pro- 
perty by violence ; for these savage warriors had a 
mortal contempt for peaceful trade and commerce, 
though they were glad enough to enjoy the fruits 
of them. Earl Eric plundered the coasts ol 
Gothland and Vendland, fighting when he found 
any one to fight with, and behaving like a com- 
mon thief when he did not. Then next year he 
sailed up the Baltic, and ravaged the coasts of 
Bussia with merciless fury, burning towns and 
villages, and killing the unfortunate inhabitants, 
who had never given him provocation : and all 
from savage lust of excitement ! Five years did 
he continue his ravages on the sea and shores of 
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the Baltic. I suppose that he then grew tired of 
a rover's life, — at least for a while, — ^for I find in 
the history of those times, that he went to Den- 
mark to King Sweyn, '*of the Forked Beard,** 
and courted his daughter Gyda. He must have 
possessed some charms, and probably had amassed 
a great amount of plunder, so that the lady was 
not averse to the match, nor was King Sweyn. 
So they were married; and in winter Earl Eric 
and his wife lived with the king, but in summer 
he left her and went cruising. But when Sweyn 
married Sigrid the Haughty, the mother of Ericas 
friend, Olaf, king of Sweden, a great Mendship 
sprung up between Earl Eric and Sigrid, as wdl 
as Sweyn. 

. Now Olaf Tryggveson, having been roused by 
the reproaches of his queen, Thyri, convoked a 
general assembly, or Thing, in the town of Nidaroe, 
and proclaimed that in the summer he was going 
on a grand expedition, and required men and 
ships from every district; aud the Thing fixed 
the number of men and ships which each district 
should furnish. Thus we see that the barbarous 
and foolish people were easily led into a war and 
induced to sacrifice their lives and money, as if 
neither were of any value, and seemingly without 
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a thought as to what was to become of their wives 
and children, their infirm parents and relations I 
Are there not nations in the world now not much 
more enlightened ? Well, Olaf sent the message- 
token north and south, for an army to be got 
together, and he ordered his great ship, '^ The Long 
Serpent," and all his other ships, to be fitted out ; 
but the crew of " The Long Serpent " was a picked 
one, none but men of tried bravery and skill 
being put on board of her ; and Olaf himself took 
the command. " The Short Serpent " was com- 
manded by Thorkel Nefia, the king's brother ; 
" The Crane " was commanded by Olaf s uncles, 
Thorkel Dyrdil and Jostein : then were a number 
of other ships well-manned and commanded by 
skilful captsdns. 

But before he set out on his expedition, he took 
steps to proclaim Christianity in Iceland, and 
made it the law of that land : he also sent priests 
there to instruct the people, and it is related that 
in the course of that summer they were all bap- 
tized. King Olaf also sent Leif Eric's son to 
Greenland, to proclaim Christianity there, which 
Leif did; but he did a far greater thing than 
making a voyage to Greenland, for he sailed on 
westward from Cape Farewell, until he reached 
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the shores of the great continent of North 
America ; then he sailed southward^ until he 
found a country where there were grapes, where- 
fore he called the country Vine-land, or Vinland. 
After remaining there some time, he returned to 
Greenland, and told all that he had seen. And 
his adventurous footsteps were followed by his 
bold countrymen, who went over and settled 
there, but it is uncertain whether their remains 
are now to be traced there or not ; some say that 
inscriptions written in their language have been 
found upon the rocks of Bhode Island. But it is 
certain that the discovery of America was made 
by them five hundred years before the time of 
Columbus, who has all the honour of it. 

King Olaf had not much to do with it, how- 
ever, though he was right glad to hear that there 
were new and vast countries which were open to 
the enterprise of man. At this time he was too 
much occupied with his great expedition to think 
of much else. King Sweyn and Earl Eric, also, 
roused by the counsels of Sigrid, resolved to fit 
out an army and ships to attack Olaf; and they 
sent messengers to Olaf, king of Sweden, inform- 
ing him that King Olaf of Norway was fitting out 
an expedition, intending to go to Vendland ; and 
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they invited him to join them with an army, so 
that they might all three attack him on his re- 
turn. The Swedish king was pleased with the 
plan, and immediately levied a great army and 
fleet throughout all Sweden, and sailed with it to 
Denmark, where he arrived before Olaf had set 
out. King Sweyn also sent Earl Sigvald to 
Vendland, to spy out the proceedings of King 
Olaf, and to bring it about so that they should 
meet with him on his return from Vendland. 
Accordingly, Earl Sigvald went to Vendland, 
where he was in great favour with King Burislaf, 
and there he stayed until Olaf arrived. There he 
made friends with Ola^ and persuaded him to 
delay his departure for a time ; meanwhile, Earl 
Sigvald received a message that the combined 
forces of the kings of Sweden and Denmark were 
ready, and directing him to meet them at the 
island of Svald, where they hoped to intercept 
Olaf on his return to Norway ; and, if possible, 
he was to lead Olaf into the snare. What good 
Earl Sigvald was to get by all this treachery does 
not appear ; but as for Sweyn of Denmark, Olaf 
of Sweden, and Earl Eric, they agreed to divide 
Norway between them, and " The Long Serpent " 
was to belong to him who first boarded her. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

"olaf's last battle. 

Now while Olaf was in Vendland there came to 
him a rumour that King Sweyn had fitted out an 
army to attack him. But Earl Sigvald persuaded 
Olaf that Sweyn dared not venture to do such a 
thing; yet he offered to aid Olaf with eleven 
vessels of war, manned by lomsburg vikingSr 
which offer Olaf thankfiiUy accepted. Soon after 
a fair wind sprung up, and Olaf called his men 
together, and caused the war-horns to sound the 
signal for sailing. It was not long before all the 
ships were under weigh, but the small vessels, 
sailing &stest, got out to sea first Earl Sigvald 
counselled the king to sail in his keel track, pro* 
fessing to know where the water was deepest^ so 
that the large ships might steer safely between 
the islands and shoals ; so Sigvald, with his eleven 
ships, and Olaf, with his eleven (for he had the 
same number) sailed in one line, but the rest of 
the ships stood out to sea. Now the fleet of 
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Sweyn and his allies was lying in the harbour of 
Svald, where it could not be seen, and as Olaf s 
ships approached the island, a small skiff came off 
to hail Earl Sigvald, and inform him of the where- 
abouts of Sweyn. Then the earl ordered the sails 
of his vessels to be struck, and they rowed in 
under the island; and when the conmianders of 
Olaf s ships saw this they also let fall their sails, 
and rowed after him, calling out to him and 
asking him why he was going in shore. Sigvald 
answered that he was waiting for King Olaf, for 
he feared that enemies were lying in wait for him ; 
so they lay upon their oars till Thorkil Nefia 
came up with " The Short Serpent," and the three 
ships which followed him; then they told him 
what Sigvald had said, and he, too,, waited for 
Olaf. But when Olaf came up, the whole of the 
enemy's fleet came out of the harbour, and the 
king saw at once that he was caught in a trap, 
and his captains exhorted him to save himself by 
flight, as he could not contend with such an over- 
whelming force. But the gallant monarch, stand- 
ing high on the quarter-deck of "The Long 
Serpent," called out, "Strike the sails; never 
shall men of mine think of flight. I have never 
yet fled from battle, and never will. Let God 
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dispose of my life." Then he ordered the war- 
homs to be sounded, and his ships to close up, and 
so he formed the line of battle. The stems and 
sterns of the ships were made fast together, and 
the chief warriors took their stations in the fore- 
castles. King Olaf was conspicuous on the qua^te^ 
deck of " The Long Serpent," by his gilt shield, 
and his helmet inlaid with gold; his polished 
armour was partly concealed by a short red coat 
There he stood, with high courage and majesty, 
prepared to die manfully, if his hour was come, 
encouraging his men by his words, and defying 
the worst malice of his enemies. 

Soon the battle began ; the ships of the enemy 
ranged themselves under the banners of their 
sovereigns and commanders. King Sweyn laid 
his ship against " The Long Serpent," hoping to be 
the first to board her, and so obtain the far-famed 
ship. Olaf, the Swede, laid his ship against the 
last ship on the right of the Norwegian line, while 
Earl Eric did the same on the left. As for Earl 
Sigvald, he kept out of the fray. The mode of 
fighting at sea in those days was to throw grappling 
irons into the enemy's ship, to drag her close, and 
shoot arrows, stones, and darts upon the men from 
the forecastles and poops, which were raised high, 
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and sometimes had castles, or temporary stages of 
timber, erected on them, wherein were stationed 
the fighting men. Thus Olaf, when he saw 
King Sweyn's ship advancing, got ready his grap- 
pling-irons, and threw them on board of her, and 
dragged her close under his forecastle, when his 
men speedily cleared her decks of those who were 
on them, killing the greater number, so Sweyn 
was glad to escape into another ship, out of the 
way. Then King Olaf the Swede tried his luck 
against the formidable " Long Serpent," but with 
no better success ; for he, too, was glad to get out 
of the range of her arms. So fiercely did Olaf s 
men fight that the Danes and Swedes shrunk 
away for a time ; but Earl Eric, with his lomsburg 
vikings, had acted diflferently at his end of the 
line. His ship was named " The Iron Beard," and 
he had laid it alongside of Olaf s outermost ship, 
boarded it, and driven the men out of it ; then he 
cut the cables and let it drive. Then he laid his 
ship alongside of the next, and fought it in like 
manner, and with like success ; so that those who 
were in the small ships made their way into the 
large ones, while Eric was busy cutting them 
adrift. He and his men were armed with heavy 
battle-axes, and stayed not to fight at long shots, 
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but came at once to close quarters, where their 
heavy weapons told more fatally than the swords 
of the men of Norway. At last he cleared tiie 
smaller ships of their crews, who had all got on 
board "The Long Serpent," excepting the wounded, 
who were left drifting away in their ships. Then 
Eric laid '* The Iron Beard " alongside of « The 
Long Serpent," to finish the struggle, and now the 
most deadly part of the conflict ensued. Eric 
stood on his forecastle, while Olaf placed himself 
in the gangway, shooting with bow and arrow, and 
hurling the spear. But the other ships of the 
enemy, seeing how Earl Eric had discomfited his 
foes, plucked up heart again, and joined in the 
fray : thus " The Long Serpent " was surrounded, 
and assailed with such showers of stones, darts, 
and arrows, that her men could with diflOiculty 
shield themselves, and they grew so mad that 
liiey rushed on board the enemy's ships, to strike 
down their enemies with the sword and battle- 
axe ; but in doing this many fell overboard into 
the water, and sunk under the weight of their 
armour. Still they dashed with loud cheers upon 
their foes, while Olaf stood admiringly looking at 
them. Seeing them often strike ineffectually, he 
called out to them to know why they did so, when 
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some answered that their swords were fuU of 
notches. Then he ran down into the hold, and 
opening liie arm chest, he took out fresh swords, 
and threw to them. But the odds were too great ; 
no valour, however tried, could long contend 
against the numbers of the enemy. Earl Eric 
grew impatient, and boarded " The Long Serpent," 
but he was driven out with great loss; for Olaf 
and his brothers-in-law, Hyrning and Eolbiom, 
inxet him hand to hand, and struck down those 
who were with him. When this was done, Olaf 
paused to recover his breath, and whHe standing 
on the gangway, close by one of his best archers, 
he saw Eric seated on a stool, on the poop of " The 
Iron Beard;" so he told the archer to shoot at 
at him ; the arrow hit the tiller head, just above 
the earl's head Again the archer shot, and this 
time the arrow pierced the stool. Then Eric 
called his best bowman, and told him to shoot the 
archer, and the man shot and hit the middle of 
the archer's bow, splitting it in two. Olaf turned 
round, and asked what had broken with such a 
noise. '* It is thy kingdom that has broken from 
thee," said the man. " It is even so," muttered 
Olaf: 
Now all this time Olaf s men were falling fast 
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around him, and the defence grew weaker, so 
Earl Eric determined to board "The Long Serpent" 
again, and again he met with a warm reception ; 
but so many of Olaf s men had fallen, that those 
who remained crowded to the forecastle for the 
final struggle, and Eric's followers swarmed in 
over the sides of the iU-fated ship. Olaf stood 
like a noble stag at bay, and with his battle-axe 
kept striking down his foes, while Hyming and 
Kolbiorn stood beside him to shield him &om the 
stones and arrows. But as his men fell one by 
one, and his foes kept ever swarming on, he saw 
that all was vain. His brother, Thorl^el Nefia, 
cried "Farewell Olaf!" and leapt overboard. 
Hyming and Kolbiorn, uttering the like exclama- 
tion, did the same, but were picked up out of the 
water by the enemy's boats. Then Olaf, hurling 
his battle-axe into the midst of his foes, threw his 
shield over his head, and leaping overboard, sunk 
beneath the waters. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

olaf's last days. 

When King Olaf sprang overboard, the whole of 
Sweyn's army raised a shout of victory, and Eric 
stood up proudly on the deck of " The Long Ser- 
pent," which had become his property by his being 
the first to board her, and because it was owing to 
his skill and bravery that the battle had been won. 
But it was an iniquitous business, and nothing 
short of murder to attack and destroy Olaf and 
his fleet while passing inoffensively firom Vendland 
to Norway. I suppose Sweyn and Eric excused 
themselves to their own consciences by pretending 
that they stood in dread of the great armament 
of 01b£, and believed he had hostile intentions 
towards Aem ; and certainly, if the words of 
Thyri had been repeated to Sweyn, there was 
some show of reason in this. The return of the 
victorious chiefs to Denmark was hailed with the 
loudest acclamations, and splendid festivals were 
made in honour of them as though they had 

N 
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delivered the nation from some great danger. 
After that, they sailed to Norway, and they 
divided the country between them. King Olaf 
of Sweden got four districts in the Trondheim 
country, and also the districts of Mere and Eawns- 
dal, and Eanrige from the Gotha river to Swine- 
sund ; and he then gave them to King Sweyn to 
hold of him as his feudal lord, on payment of 
tribute. King Sweyn retained Viken ; and Earl 
Eric's share was the greater part of Trondheim, 
all Halogaland, Naumadal, the Fiord districts, 
Raumarike, Hedemark, Sogn, Hordaland, Eoga- 
land, and North Agder, all the way to the Naze. 
Thus was the country bereft of a monarch — just, 
kind, brave, and enlightened — and handed over to 
the mercies of foreign conquerors. History tells 
us, however, that their rule was but short-lived ; 
for the Norwegians thought proper to choose a 
king for themselves, and they set up Olaf, the son 
of Harold Greenske, a prince who became as 
zealous a labourer on behalf of Christianity as 
Olaf Tryggveson had been, and was, by the Pope 
placed in the calendar of saints ; and to this day 
the memory of St. Olaf is venerated. But Olaf 
Tryggveson ; what became of him ? The battle 
took place in the year of Our Lord 1000, according 
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to the received mode of computing from the birth 
of Christ. A thousand years had elapsed since 
that greatest of events : let us cast our eyes around 
the world and see how matters stood at this time. 
America had just been discovered by the Norse- 
men, but nothing had resulted from the discovery. 
Europe was in a ferment ; the tide of barbarian 
invasion had begun to ebb, and the various nations 
of modem times were in process of development. 
Rome was the seat of religion and learning, the 
acknowledged capital of the Christian world, 
over which Pope Silvester 11. ruled with almost 
undisputed sway. But where were the Christian 
nations of the world ? Italy ? Spain ? and Portu- 
gal ? The two latter were half Saracen ! France 
was a prey to intestine disorder and Norman 
ravages — but professedly Christian. Germany 
was Christian, under Otho III. England also, 
with Scotland and Ireland, were obedient to the 
Church; but the rest of Europe was Pagan; 
— Bussia, Poland, Hungary, Prussia, Sweden — 
swarmed with idolaters. The Greek Empire, feeble 
outside the walls of Constantinople, was also 
Christian in name; but the Arabs, under their 
caliphs, and the Turks threatened its existence. 
In Asia the Saracen Empire was predominant. 
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while in the far East, in China and India, the 
Christianity planted by St. Thomas and the Nes- 
torians had nearly disappeared. In Africa, if 
U.e» ..^ Jy Cl^Wty, i. W >^ 
refuge in Abyssmia. The sword was the great 
preacher, the great converter ; and by it were the 
fierce Northern races brought into the fold of the 
Church. In this way Olaf did good service ; he 
forced his subjects to pay respect to the Christian 
priests, and to listen to their teachings. Was he 
a good or a bad king ? a good or a bad man ? 

What was his end? When he sank in the 
wave he was seen by his countrymen for the last 
time ; he never came back to claim his kingdom ; 
he never reappeared to his disconsolate Thyri, 
who was taken back by her brother Sweyn to 
Denmark. There were those living who had 
stood by him in the fight, who saw the blood 
running from his body in various places, and said 
he was so grievously wounded that he could not 
have survived the conflict. But it was remarked 
that there was a cutter from Vendland which was 
witness of the battle, and had stood aloof with 
Earl Sigvald while it was going on : this ship held 
the men who had been sent to escort Olaf by 
Astrida the wife of Earl Sigvald, and daughter of 
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King Burislafy with whom Olaf had always been 
a great favourite. When the fated king leapt 
overboard, the Vendland cutter rowed swiftly up 
to where he might be, and was seen to take some 
one out of the water, then row away swiftly to the 
southern shore, whence it sailed for Vendland, nor 
remained longer with the Danish fleet. Was Olaf 
on board? Had he swam and dived under the 
enemy's ships until he reached this cutter ? Did 
Astrida receive him in Vendland, and tend his 
wounds? Did he afterwards seek the court of 
his early friend and patron, Vladimir the Great of 
Bussia ? Did he oflTer his sword and his services 
to the Greek Emperor, Basil II. ? And was he the 
gallant Christian knight who drove back the 
Saracens from the frontiers of the Empire in many 
a fierce encounter ? Men said he was a Christian 
king in disguise, and from his fair complexion, 
stalwart frame, and dauntless mien, they concluded 
that he came from the North. He was seen on 
his knees at the holy places ; he knelt on Mount 
Calvary, and adored the relics of the humble roof 
at Nazareth ; Bethlehem saw him prostrate before 
the evening star, and he bathed in Jordan's flood. 
He had received a wound in fight with an enemy 
of the Holy Cross, and he felt his end was nigh ; 
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he sought consolation of a devout brotherhood, 
who received his latest sigh, and laid him in 
consecrated earth at the foot of the Mount of 
Olives, where a simple cross alone marked his 
resting-place. Was this pious Christian king, 
that same famous Olaf Tryggveson ? If he ever 
revealed his true rank to the venerable monk who 
shrived him, that secret died with the good father. 
Yet rumour, with its hundred tongues breathed it 
to the air, and the air wafted it from the peaks of 
Lebanon to the peaks of the Doorefield ; for some- 
how, it assumed a shape and came to be believed 
that Olaf, wounded and sinking, had been saved, 
and was alive for many years ; but that weary of 
the North, and despairing of recovering his king- 
dom, he had journeyed eastward in search of a 
soldier's death and a Christian's grave. There 
were not wanting those who affirmed that they 
had seen him at the court of King Vladimir, and 
again at that of the Emperor Basil. But when 
was there ever wanting testimony to confirm a 
pleasing or a grievous report ? Had Olaf desired 
to die the death of a hero, there was abundant 
opportunity in Spain, where the infidel proudly 
reigned, but strove in vain to subjugate the heroic 
race of Pelayo and the brave mountaineers of the 
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Asturias. Be this as it may, it was long believed 
that the gallant prince was living, but as he came 
not near his once beloved Norway, men's belief 
grew weaker and weaker, until they ceased to 
think of his fate. It is to this day a matter of 
conjecture: his body was never found, though 
himdreds of others who had been slain or fallen 
overboard had been recovered. We will not weary 
ourselves about it. His father murdered, himself 
bom in secret and in exile, his mother torn jfrom 
him, he sold into slavery, the favourite of a queen, 
the husband of a princess and master of a kingdom, 
a successful rover in many lands, a sincere convert 
to Christianity, which he lived to plant in the 
country of his birth, his recovery of the throne 
of his ancestors, his extraordinary marriages, his 
abrupt disappearance, and his mysterious death ; 
do not these form a complete romance ? 
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" Nicely written, in a fresh and pleasant style : Evelyn's character— not 
without faults, and truer to nature than most heroines — is charmingly feminine, 

yet earnest and sensible Its liigh principles and earnest tone deserve 

warm commendation."— Lt/erary Churchman. 

** The chief intention is to teach young ladies how to make themselves nseftil 
and pleasant in their own homes, and were is much good counsel that they 
would be all the better for taking to heart.*'— il/Aefunim. 
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Present Books — Tales. 

FIVE TALES OF OLD TIME. Separately in cloth. FoUoW 
Me. (C. E. H., Morwenstow) U. — Shepherd of the Gitot 
Mountains. (Fouqu§) Is. — The Knight and the Enchanted 
(Fouqu^ Is. — ^The Stream. Is. — The Castle on the Rock. Is. 

FLOWER.— Classical Tales and Legends. By the Rei. 

W. B. Flower. 2s., cheap edition, Is. 
These Tales are firee translations from parts of Ovid and other aaihors, and 
adapted to the minds of children. 

FLOWER.— Tales of Faith and Providence. 28., or 

in a packet, 28., cheap edition, Is. 

« Taken from aodeut sources, and related with coniriderable spirit.*'— £e> 
elesUutic. 

FLOWER. — ^The Widow and her Son; and other Taks. 
Translated from the German. 18mo. 2s. 

FORBES.— Snowball, and other Tales. By Isahella Forbes. 
2s. 6d. 

CoNTKNTs :— Snowball ; or, the Little Lambs— The House and ttie Hat; or, 
the Promise of a Home in Heaven — The Ds^'s Journey } or, the Wide and 
Narrow Way— The Good Physician; or, Disobedience, &c. '"■ 

FOX. — ^The Holy Church throughout all the WoBi^tj. 
By the Rev. S. Fox. 2s. ; cheap edition, Is. 

Being an account of the Church from the time of the Apostles to the pnufift 
day, simply told for the use of young people. 

FREDERICK GORDON, or the Storming of the Redan. By 

a Soldier's Daughter. Royal 18mo., Is. 6d. 

A Tale of the courage and perseverance of a young officer in the Crimean 
War, with an account of the founding of the BOilitaiy Hospital aft Netlegr 
near Southampton. 

GERTRUDE DACRE. By the Author of " The Sunbeam.** 
Fcap. 8vo., 3s. 

GOING HOME. A Story. By F. G. W. Second Edition. 

Is. 6d. cloth. 

" Well written and admirably suited to its purpose, and as such likely to 

obtain a fall share of popularity. Though serious it is not too dry, the interest 

*■ of it being better sustained than is usual in works of this style." - BeeUmattie* 

GOULD.— The Path of the Just. Tales of Holy Men and 
Children. By S. Baring Gould, B,A. 2s. 

GRESLEY.— The Portkait of an Engush CHUECHMAi. 

A new and cheaper edition. By the Rev. W. Gresley. 2s. 6d. 

This is an attempt to paint the feelings, habits of thought, and mode 6f 
action which naturally flow firom a sincere attachment to the ^stem of belief 
and cZiscipline of our Church. 
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J. Masters, London. 
OJIESLEY.— Bernard Leslie. (1838.) 48. 6d. 

,y;tA Tale of the Early Time of the Revival of Chnrch Principles in Engrland :— 
qoptaining the events happening to a Young Clergyman in his endeavour to 
t^tdvy them out. 

GBESLEY. — Bernard Leslie. Second Part. 48. 

V "The object of this volume, as of the former, written fifteen years ago, is to 
inostrate passing events by actual facts, at the same time avoiding per- 
sonality . "—Pr^oce. 
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GRESLEY.— The Forest of Arden. A Tale illustrative of 
the English Reformation. 48. ; cheap edition, 28. 
The author has here diligently endeavoured to write on the Reformation 
without the spirit of partizanship, to describe things as they were. 

ORESLEY.— The Siege of Lichfield. 48. ; cheap edition, 

Is. 8d. 
•^ The narrative commences early in the year l64S, and carries us tlirough the 
Great Rebellion, when England was convulsed with faction, showing the 
sufferings and miseries that attended it. 

ft,*' 

'GRESLEY.— CoNiSTON Hall ; or, the Jacohites. A Tale of 
^„ the Revolution of 1688. 48. 6d. 

Vif.'No time in English History is more calculated to supply materials for 

graphic fiction than the last days of the Stuarts. There are no morbid feelings 

in ttie characters pourtrayed, no fictitious means of creating excitement, the 

teeatment of the suUect of the affections is shigularly pure, and the political 

'disquisitions are sensible and high toned.**— Ecclesiastic. 

ORESLEY.— Charles Lever ; the Man of the Nineteenth 

Century. Ss. 6d. ; cheap edition, Is. 8d. 
Written with a view to show the mutual bearing of difierent classes on each 
Otber} how ambition and lax principles in the rich lead to the demoralization 
of the poor j how the demoralisation of the poor reacts on those above them. 

.GRESLEY.— Clement Walton ; or, the English Citizen. 
38. 6d. ; paper, Is. 8d. 
The oMect of ibla Tale is to draw a picture of one, who in all the social re- 
lations or life acts on Christian principle. 

GRESLEY. — Church Clayerinq ; or, the Schoolmaster. 

48. ; cheap edition, 2s. 
Consists of a series of lessons, given partly in narrative, partly in conversa- 
tions, bearing in mind the one essential feature of education, viz., the training 
^ of youth to live to the gloiy of Gun. 

GRESLEY.— Frank's First Trip to the Continent. 
48. 6d. ; cheap edition, 38. 

'* a most interesting account of a visit to France, with much historical in- 
formation. It contains a practical view of education in France, the Schools of 
the Christian Brothers and their founder P6re de la Salle, Sisters of Charity, 
and otiber institutions.*'— JoAn Bull. 

GRESLEY. — Holiday Tales. 2s.; wrapper, Is. 6d. 

CoNTKNTs :~The Magical Watch, Mr. Bull and the Oiant Atmodes, Old Pe- 
dro, Adventures of a Bee. 
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Present Baoka — Tales. 



HENRIETTA'S WISH. A Tale, by the author of "The 
Heir of Redclyffe.'* Fourth Edition, 5s. 

" We have seldom seen a book for the yonng less exag^gerated* or more tnw 
to nature. The grulf between good and bad is generally so wide that no child 
can ever aspire to being so saintlike as the one, or dread being so criminal tf 
the other. ' Henrietta's Wish' is clear of these extremes."— jromtn^ Chnmide. 

** The characters; dialogue, the tenderness and beauty of many ^ the soena 
are remarkable; the reality and vigour of the conversations are delightfiiL"-' 
Christian Remembrancer, 

HEYGATE.— William Blake ; or, the English Farmer. By 

the Rev. W. E. Heygate. 3s. 6d. 

An attempt to rouse the mind of the Bnglish Farmer to a sense of the re»< 
ponsibility which attaches to him in the body politic; fUll of domestic and 
fMniJiar incidents which add naturalness to the siary. 

HIGHER CLAIMS ; or, Catherine Lewis the Sunday School 
Teacher. Edited by the Rev. R. Seymour. Is. ; cloth. Is. 6d. 

Sets fcNTth the great advantage that would accrue to the Church if the yoong 
paeons of the middle classes were aroused to consider the full extent of her 
claims upon them, as well as on their superiors in wealth or station. 

HILARY S. MAGNA; or. The Nearest Duty First. A Tale. 
Fop. 8vo. 4s. 

ION LESTER, A Tale of True Friendship. By €• H. H. 

Fop. 8vo. 4s. 6d. •« 

A Tale of one who, bom to riches and with every inducement to make tbb 
worid his chief concern, yet devotee himself nobly to the good of his flriends 
and people, and passes unhurt through all the flattery and luxi^ consequent 
on his position. 

IVO AND VERENA ; or, the Snowdrop, By the author of 

" Cousin Rachel." In cloth, 2s.; stiff cover, Is. 6d. 

A Tale of the conversion, life, and influence of an early convert to the Chris- 
tian Faith, in the countries of the North. 



^ubenile lEnslisfjman'd l^istorical iLUirarg. 

Edited by the Rev. J, F. Russell, B.CL, 

English History for Children. By the Rev. J. M. Neale. 
2s. ; school edition, Is. 

The olitJect is to give children a Churchman's view of the history of their own 
coimtry, and to secure correct first impressions on their minds, dwelling at 
Imgth on events of interest or importance. 

History of Scotland. By the Rev. W. B. Flower. 28.; 
school edition, Is. 

Contains an account ot its early kings, David the First— Alexander — Bruce* 
the Stuarts— Robert— James I. to VII. — Prince Charles ]£dwanl-*-to the tines 
foUow'mg the Battle of CuUoden. 

6 



J. Ma^er^f London. 

MxsTOEY OF Ireland. Edited by the late Ber. T. KL. Arnold, 
28. ; school edition, Is. 

** Within the compass of a very small volume a History of Ireland from the 
day? of the two SS. Patrick, to our own time, in which not only all importaiit 
r^cts appear to be accurately stated, but where is also a considerable amount 
or anecdote and rejection.**— Ecalesiastic, 

"A veiy well written and interesting oonqpendium.*'— f at^lJaA Retim§, 

History of Rome. By the Rev. Samuel Fox. 28. i school 
edition. Is. 

Aims at giving wittitn small limits a sufficiently lengthy history for schools ; 
actions are Judged throughout in it on sound principles of morality : it starts 
from the earliest times of Rome. 

History of Greece. By the Rev. J. M. Neale. 28. ; school 
edition, Is. 

" The events are Judidouslv abridged and related with a due appredatioik 
of those characteristics most hkely to afifect the mind ot a child."— Cirencet^er 

SMprt98, 

History of France. By the Rev. Canon Haskoll. 2q. 
school edition, Is. 
Contains all the most remarkable facts from the time of Julius Caesar — Gaul 
under the Romans — through the reigns of Clovis, Dagobert, Charles Martel, 
Pepin, and Charlemagne— The Feudal System — Philip and aU the Louis's — the 
Revolution till its present establishment as an Empire. Compiled careftUly 
fittjm the best authors. 

History of Spain. By the Rev. Bennett G. Johns, Chaplain 

to the Indigent Blind School. 2s. ; school edition. Is. 
Begins at the first settlement of the Phcenicians 1000 years before our Lord. 
The history of this interesting country is carried on to the time of Isabella 
Maria, in 1838. 

History of Portugal. By the Rev. J. M. Neale. 2b, 

school edition, Is. 
" The early history of that imhappy country was peculiarly romantic, and It 
has been fortunate to find a well informed and acoompUshel blstorian j evcrj 
one who begins to read it wUI find himself irresistibly carried on to the end."— 
English Review, 

Subenile (JPngligfjman's lifurarg* 

In enamelled paper covers, one shilling each. 

Tales of the Village Children. Ist Series. By the Rev. 
F. E. Paget. 2s. 

CoNTKNTs :— The Singers— The Wake— The Bonfire— Beating the Bounds- 
Hallowmas Eve— A Sunday Walk and a Sunday Talk. 

Tales of the Village Children. 2nd Series. By the Rev. 

F. E. Paget. 28. 
CoNTKNTs '.—Merry Andrew ; or the high-spirited lad brought low and taught 
the blessings of sickness— The Pancake Bell, a Story of Old Customs on Shrove 
Tuesday, and the meaning of that day and the Fast of Lent— The April Fo<^ 
or a warning against following bad customs. 



Present Books — Tales. 

The Hope of the Katzekopfs ; or, the Sorrows of SelMp 
new. A Fairy Tale. By the Rev. F. E. Paget. 28. 
To Ulngtrate the ill ettecta of apoiling a child by Indulgence. 

Henbi de Clermont ; or, the Royalists of La Vend^: i 
Tale of the French Revolution, 1788. Also, The EngM 
Yeomen ; a Tale. By the Rev. W. Gresley. 28. 

** A miniature romance of the history of tiie wars of La Vend^ J -wfXLleaA^ 
fhe perusal of more enlarged editions, and teaches in the tale the uses (rf ad> 
versity."— J^iM. 

PoFULAB Tales from the German. 1 Vol. By Foaqu^. 
Is. 6d. 

CoNTKKTS :— S. Sylvester's (Hght, An Allegwy — HaniTs Cold Heart; or Ha 
Effects of the Love of Gold— The Red Mautle ; a Fabulous Tale. 

Early Friendship ; or an Account of Two Catechumens, and 

their walk through life. Is. 6d. 
The Swedish Brothers. A Tale founded on the true History 

of Gustavus, King of Sweden. By Sir Charles Anderson. 

Is. 6d. . , 

The Charcoal Burners ; a Story of the Rise of a yooag 

Artist. From the German. Is. 6d. 
Godfrey Dayenant; a Tale for School Boys. By the Kef. 

W. E. Heygate. 2s. 
Contains tiie whole of a boy's School Itfe— on leaving Home — ^Flrst BmHaj 
•—Quiet Endurance— The Head Master— The Poor— Weakness and Self-Ot- 
lusion — More vadllatian— affliction— a quarrel— disappointment — and reneired 
Iwpe, ftc. 

Godfrey Dayenant at College, By the Rev. W. B. 
Heygate. 2s. 

CoNTBNTS : — First Impressions— The Freshman — Routine— First Yacation— 
Social and Religions Character of the Collegiate System, &c. 

'* A lively description of the characteristic dangers, temptaticx^, advantagei» 
and pleasures of a coUege life at Oxford "—English Review, 

** His view of the ' Collegiate System ' is admirable, and especiaHy that part 
cm the religious character of the system.*' — EcdesiaUie. 

Luke Sharp ; or Knowledge without Religion. By the ReT. 
F. E. Paget. 2s. 
A Tale for lads Just going out to service, to show that to resist the many 
temptations which are put in the way of youth, a strengtli is needed which no 
secular education can supply, but which a fsithftd training in Church principles 
will alone give. 

Tales of Christian Heroism. By the Rev. J. M. Neale. 28. 

Contents:— S. Pcrpetua, A.n. 202: S. Dorothea, 300} The Cross of Con- 
stantine, 312 ; The Death of Arius, 336 ; The Siege of Nisibis. 350 ; The Death of 
Julian, 363 ; S. Martin's Pine, 380 ; The Sack of Funchai, 1444; The Battle of 
Yama, 1566; The Martyrs of Yatzuxiro, 1609; The Plague at £yam, 1665} 
Brick's Orave; The Helmsman of Lake Erie. 

Stories from Heathen Mythology, and Greek History. 
By the Rev. J. M. Neale. 28. ■ 

CoNTBNTS :— Perseus and the Gorgons— Hercules— Admetus and Alcestes— 
Theseus— The Lotus Eaters— Ulysses— The Sirens— Arion and the Dalphio-"- 
Antlgone, ftc. ■ I 

*' The spirit of this book is admirable, and deserves carrying out to a fitr 
greater extent. We quite agree that Mythology is one of the sntjects which 
the dmroh has failed to turn to her own purposes.'*— iPeeleHiMKe. 
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/. Masters, London, 

Tales of Cheistian Endukance. By the Rev. J. M. Neale, 
Price 28. 

CoNTSNTs :— The Thundering Legion, a.d. 176 } The Statues of Antioch, 387 } 
The Com Ship, 500; The Defence of Porto Santo, 1610; The Eclipse at Pekin, 
I66O: The Battle of Lepanto, 1571 ; The Tiger of Lahore, 1588| The Bridge 
Hoase, 1803; The Sure Walk, 1812; The Rocks of Minehead, I837. 

" We think that the service done to the cause of truth by a careftil and Ju- 
dicious selection and publication of such stories, is very considerable."— 
Xcehaiastic, 

CoLTON Green ; a Tale of the Black Country, or the region of 

Mines and Forges in Staffordshire. By the Rev. W. Gres- 

ley. 2s. 
Contains an account of the state and reform of a colliery district, and the 
building of a new Church there. 

The Manger of the Holy Night. A Sketch of the Christ- 
mas festivities and their attendant circumstances, from the 
German. 28. 
It is the history of a proud, prosperous king and bis two children, who are 

brought to their senses by a series of disasters and the severe schooling of 

misfortune. 

FOTNINGS; a Tale of the Revolution of 1688, laid in Sussex. 
Price 2s. 

. Contents :— Who made Kings ?— The Plot— The Warning— The Journey— The 
"First Blood shed— The King's Flight— His Captivity. 

At the end are a few words to show that the iniquity of the Revolution, 
putting it at its worst, need be no stumblingblock to a tender conscience ai 
tile present day. 

Lays of Faith and Loyalty ; or Narratives in Verse, 
selected from History. By Archdeacon Churton. 2s. 

Stobies fbom Froissart. Illustrating the History, Man- 
ners, and Customs, &c., of the Reign of Edward III. By 
the Rev. H. P. Dunster. 2s. 

CoNTBKTs :— Scotch and English Border Warfare— Death of Robert Bruce— 
The Earl of Derby— Battle of Crecy— Queen Philippa— Invasion of France— The 
Invasion of Brittany, &c. 

*' We welcome this present attempt to make that fine and gentle spirited 
writer better known." — Morning Post. 

** Will give young people that interest and acquaintance vdth Mediseval His- 
tory, which some knowledge of the original scenes firom whence history is 
drawn is alone able to aflbrd."— JoAn Bull, 



LEVETT.— Gentle Influence ; or. The Cousin's Visit. By 
Miss F. M. Levett. Second edition. Is. 

LEVETT. — Self-Devution ; or the Prussians at Hochkirch. 
From the German. 6d. 
a sketch of a fine character in the fidelity and devotion of an old servant. 

B 2 9 



Present Books — Tales. 

JJTTLE ALICE AND HER SISTER. Edited by the Re?. 
W. Gresley. 2s. 
The account of a little Girl who learned to deny herseU^ and think of others 
before herself. 

LORD OF THE FOREST AND HIS VASSALS (The). By 

the author of '^ Hymns for Little Children." 3s., paper 28. 
An allegtny representing the real atrife againat Sin, the World, aad Um 
Devil, which all have to fight. 

LUCY AND CHRISTIAN WAIN WRIGHT, and other Tales. 
By the author of ** Aggesden Vicarage," *' The Wynnes," 
&c. Fcp. 8vo., cloth, 3s. 6d. 

LUCY, or the Housemaid, and Mrs. Browne's Kitchen. By 
the author of " Sunlight in the Clouds." ISmo. cloth, 28. 

MAC GREGOR. — ^Deepdene Minsteb; or, Shadows and 
Sunshine. By Cecilia Mac Gregor. Fcap. 8vo., 48. 

MAIDEN AUNT'S TALES, By S. M., author of '* The Use 
of Sunshine," " Nina," &c. 38. 6d. 
" The moral of the whole is the happy influence of such a firame of mind, 
aanctifled by religion, on the less perfect characters with which it is brooi^ 
into contact."— JoAn Bull. 

MALAN. — Bethany, a Pilgrimage ; and Magdala, a Day hy 
the Sea of Galilee. By the Rer. S. C. Malan, Vicar of 
Broadwindsor, Dorset. Second Edition. Is. 6d. 

" This very beautiftd little work seems to us to exhibit precisely the temper 
and feelings with which the holy scenes of our Lord's life on earth ouglit to 
be visited. This little volume tends to elevate the mind, and to shame us out 
of our earthly thoughts." — EccletUutic, 

" A graphic accoxmt of what Mr. Malan saw and felt. It will be of service 
to a large class of readers, "-^^crico/ J9umml. 

MALAN.-— The Coasts of Tyre and Sidon, a Narrative. Is. 

" No one can follow Mr. MaJan in his reverent and trutliful description of 
these holy places, without feeling that the scenes have a life and reality im- 
parted to them that in our minds they did not possess beCore." — Ckurchman*t 
Companion. 

MASON.— The Old Libbary and its Tales. By Elizabeth 
Mason. Fcap. 8vo., Ss. 6d. 

MEETING IN THE WILDERNESS (The). An Imagina- 
tion, wherein Divine Love is set forth. By the author of 
" The Divine Master.'' Is. 

MEMOIRS OF AN ARM-CHAIR. Written by himself. 
Edited by the author of "Margaret Stourton," "The 
Missing Sovereign," &c. Square 16mo. 2s. 

MILMAN.— The Way Through the Desert ; or. The 
Caravan. By the Rev. R. Milman, author of the " Life 
of Tasso,*' &c. Is.; cloth Is. 6d. 
An allegory, showing how we should walk here to attain life eternal here- 
after. 
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/. MaaterSf London. 
MILMAN.— The Voices of Haevest. Sd. ; cloth. It. 

"An eloquent and reUgion breathing little book, in which the marvellous 
operations of the harvest are pointed out in beautiftd lang^uage, and occasion 
thence taken to remind the reader of the necessity of cultivating the soul and 
heart, that we may reap the harvest of eternal happiness."— Jlfomln^ Post. 

MILL Y WHEELER. By the author of "Amy Wilson." 9(L 

MINNIE'S BIRTHDAY, and other Stories for Children. By 
Marietta. With four Illustrations by Cuthbert Bede. 
Fcp. 8vo. 2s. 

MITCHELL.--HATHERLEIGH Cross. By Mrs. F. J. Mitchell. 
18mo. Is. 

MOBERLY. — Stories from Herodotus. By the Rev. C. E. 

Moberly. 28. 

"Written with remarkable vigour and fireshness, and indicate a thorough 

i4>preciation of the author. The great charm of Herodotus, Mr. Moberly be-. 

lieves to consist in the religious temper of his mind, and he considers him tm 

have collected all the traditions and remembrances of heroism whether native 

. or foreign, with the view of counteracting that corruption of principle which 

, was then pervading the people of Greece.'* — Ecclesiaatic. 

MONRO. — Walter the Schoolmaster ; or, Studies of 

7 Character in a Boys' School. By the Rev. E. Monro. 

Third edition, cloth, 2s. 6d. 

** Brings out the religious aspect of the Schoolmaster's oflSce in its bearinjir 
on the moral training of the Christian soul, to whom he is in some measure a 
FasUv." — Ouardian. 

MONRO. — Basil the Schoolboy ; or, the Heir of Arundel 
A Story of School Life. Third edition, cloth, 3s. 6d. 

" Intended to paint the characters of boys in large modern Schools } the 
characters have had their types in most Schools, and are jpainted with a con- 
sistency that gives a life-like character to every scene."— *£cc/e«ias^. 

MONRO. — Leonard and Dennis. A Tale of the Ruuian 
War. In one vol., 7s. 6d. 
** Exhibits some strong and effective v/xiting."— CAW«|{an Reme m bra n cer, 

MONRO.— True Stories of Cottagers. Cloth, 2b. 6d. j in 

packets, 28. 
CoNTKNTs :— The Railroad Boy— The Drunkard's Boy— The Cottage in the 
Lane— Robevt Lee— Annie's Grave— Mary Cooper. 

MONRO. — The Dark River. An Allegory on Death. 28. j 

cheap edition. Is. 
, Iti this allegory the " Dark River" is emblematical of Death and the need of 
preparation j and the true supports through that last trial are set forth. 

jyiONRO. — The Vast Army. An Allegory on fighting the 
good Fight of Faith. 2s.; cheap edition. Is. 

" The handling of the subject is most admirable ; we must especially com- 
mend the way in which that old, so often ssdd, and alas so little acted t^ith— 
ttiat we are to do oar duty in that state ofUfe to which it pleaseth Ooo to call 
us, is set before the reader."— £ecfesiiM<<c. 
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MONRO.— The Combatants. An Allegory showing how^ 

Christian should contend with and overthrow his enemies. 

2s.; cheap edition, Is. 
**Tlie images are vivid and the interest sustained, and the parable not so 
transparent as to break down with its own weight/'— fcetesuu^. 

MONRO,— The Revellebs. An Allegory on the LoBix* 
Second Coming, and our Duty to Watch. The Mid- 
KIOHT Sea ; or the Great Pilot our only Refuge in storms. 
The Wandebeb; or Sheep without a Shepherd. 28.; 
cheap edition, Is. 

MONRO.— The Joubney Home. An Allegory. Intended 
to illustrate some of the leading features of the Christian 
life, and the earlier temptations and difficulties of the 
spiritual warfare. 28. ; cheap edition. Is. 

MONRO. — The Daek Mountains. A Sequel to the Journey 

Home. 2s. ; cheap edition. Is. 
This sequel contains an account of the trials and temptations most freqnent 
as life draws to an end and death is near. 

The above 6 vols, bound together, 7s. 6d. cloth ; 128. morocco.; 

or in 2 vols, cloth, 4s. each. 

MONRO. — ^Eustace; or, the Lost Inheritance. A Tale of 
School Life. 2s. 

MONRO. — ^Pascal the Filgbim. A Tale for Young Com- 
municants. Is. 

MONRO.— Habbt and Abchie ; or. First and Last Com- 
munion, and the danger of delay. Part I. 6d. Part H. 
6d. ; together. Is. ; cloth. Is. 6d. 

MONRO.— Nanny : a Sequel to " Harry and Archie." 6d. ; 
cloth, Is. 

MONRO. — Claudian ; a Tale of the Second Century. Part I. 
Fcap. 8vo., 2s. 

MRS. BOSS'S NIECE. By the author of " Stories on Pro- 
verbs." 18mo. cloth, 2s. 

MY BIRTHDAY EVE. A Waking Dream. With orna- 
mental borders. 2s. 

NEALE.— HiEBOLOGUS ; or the Church Tourists. By the Rev. 

J. M. Neale, In Two parts, Ss. 4d. 
Descriptiye of the architecture and local history of the parts visited — Croy- 
land, Peterborough, Geddington, York, Marston Moor, Chester, S. Asf4>h, 
Ruthin, &c. 

NEALE.— Theodora Phranza ; or, the Fall of Constan- 
tinople. 5s. 

*' Will be read with interest, affording: as it does an accurate picture of the 
manners and condition of society in Byzantium on the eve of the overthrow of 
the Christian Empire of the East by tiie Turks, as well as a most detailed and 
highly dramatic narrative of that event itseU.**— Atlas, 

** A readable story. The historical ];x>rtions are sufficiently learned for all 
practical purposes, but the interest centres in the human characters tdiose 
atory is interwoven with the fate of the doomed dtjV^AtheiUBum, 
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J, Mastert^ London, 

NEALE.— The Unseen World ; Communications with it, real 
or imaginary. New edition, with considerable additions. 
Fcp. 8vo., 2s. 6d. ; cheap edition. Is. 6d. 
Contents : — Apparitions— Warnings — ^A£rial Visions — Prophecies, &c. 

NEALE. — SxoBiES fbom the Cbusades. 3s. 

'* Displays an extraordinary acquaintance with the manners and customs of 
the age, as well as great powers of description. Each page almost is a picture 
Which seems to us to fairly represent botli what was good and what was evil in 
the system which it illustrates." — Ecoleriaatic. 

NEALE.— DucHENiER, or the Revolt of La Vendue. Ss. 6d. 

'Mt is not too much to say that the vivid and truthful descriptions of Mr. 
Neale in the present tale, founded in all its chief incidents on historical facts, 
reproduce the sensations and impressions of the truth which is stranger than 
Action . " — Eccletiaatic, 

NEALE.— The Egyptian Wanderers. A Tale of the Tenth 

Persecution. 18mo. 28. 6d. 

** Mr. Neale's command of the facts of early Church History is well known, 
afid his power of using his great knowledge in the composition of picturesque 
and striking Children's Books, most of our readers are well acqucdnted with. 
This book will be found by no means his least successful effort." — Ouardkm, 

NEALE.— Evenings at Sackville College. 18mo., cl., 28. 

'CoNTBNTs.— S. Thomas, and King Gondophorus— The Storm on Lake 
Wener— The Burial of Raymond— The Relief of Antwerp, 1622— The North- 
side Pit, 1851, &c. 

NEALE. — Lent Legends. Stories for Children from Church 

History. 28. 6d. 

CoNTRNTS :— The Siege of Omura— The Wolf of the Spessart Wold— The 
Challenge of Lucius — The Circus of Gaza- The Supper of S. Spiridion, &c. 

NEALE.— The Followers of the Lord j Stories from 

Church History. 28. 

CoNTBNTS :— The Martyrdom of S. Ketevan— The Tunny Fishers— The The- 
bau Legion — The Mountain Lights, &c. 
^* Not at all behind its predecessors in interest."— £cc/e«ta<^<c. 

NEALE.— Sunday Afternoons at an Orphanage, contain- 
ing Twenty-three Stories and Lessons for Children. 2s. 

Contents: — Advent — Epiphany — Christmas — The Beacon Lights — The 
Comet, &c. 

NEALE. — Church Papers : Tales Illustrative of the Apostles' 
Creed. 28. 6d. 

NORTHWODE PRIORY.— A Tale, in Two Vols. By the 
author of ** Evcrlcy." Fcp. 8vo., lOs. 6d. 

OLD COURT HOUSE (The). A Tale. Is. 
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Preteni Book* — Tales, 

ONE STORY BY TWO AUTHORS ; or, a Tale without » 
Moral. By J. I., author of " A Rhyming Chroniole ;" and 

F. M. L., author of " Gentle Influence," &c. Fcp. 8to., 
38. 6d. 

PAGET.— Tales of the Village. By the Rev. F. E. Paget 
A new edition, in one toL, 5s. 6d. 

C0NTKNT8 :— The Church's Ordinances— Fruits of Obedienoe-^Rriendly Dis- 
cnsaion— Yoathfol Trials— Forms and Formulaileft— The Way of the Worid-^ 
The Way of the Church, &c. 

PAGET.— MiLFOBD Malyoisin ; or. Pews and Pewholders. 28. 

Giving an account of the Origin and Evil Effects of Pews or dUrtinrtim of 
Persons in the House of Goi>. 

PAGET.— S. Antholin's j or, Old Churches and New, New 

edition, Is. 
A lesson to modem Church Builders on the erection of chei^ churches, sad 
adyocathig the restoration of our ancient churches in a good and subsfamtial 
way. 

PAGET.— The Wabden of Bebkinqholt. ds. ; cheap edi- 
tion, 28. 8d. 

** Enters fully into the responsibilities which rank, property, and edacatioo 
involve." — English Review, 

PAGET. — The Owlet of Owlstone Edge : his Travels, his 

Experience, and his Lucubrations. Fcap. 8vo., with a 

beautiful Steel Engraving. Fourth edition, 3s. 6d. 

'* Home truths, and will give usefol hints to the msijcNrity of clergymen's 
wives." — (htardian. 

PAGET.— The Cubate of Cumbebwobth, and the Vicab 
OF Roost. Fcp. 8vo., 4s. 6d. ; cheap edition, 2s. 6d. 

" While I touch the string. 

Wreathe my brows with laurel. 
For the tale I sing 
Has for once a moral.*' — Moork. 

PARISH TALES. Reprinted from the « Tales of a London 

Parish." In a packet, Is. 6d. 
CoNTKNTS :— Denis the Beggar Boy; The Old Street Sweeper; Honor 
0*Keefe; There's a Skeleton in every House; Christian Flower's Story; My 
Catechumens ; The Hill-side Cottage. 

PEARSON.— Stobies ON the Beatitudes. By the Rev. 

G. F. Pearson. Is. cloth, or in a packet. 

CowTBNTS :— Alice Mannering, or the Poor in Spirit; Mrs. Clifton, or tiie 
Mourner; Edward Barton, or the Meek; Edith Leslie, or Hungering after 
Bighteousness ; Mr. Harcourt, or the Merciful ; Bose Archer, or the Pure in 
Heart; Bebecca Smithers, the Peace-maker; Herbert Leslie, or Persecution 
for Bighteousness' sake. 

POLLARD. — AviCE ; or, a Page from the History of Imperial 
Rome. By E. F. Pollard. Fcap. 8vo. 38. 6d. 
14 



/. Masters, London, 

PRISONERS OF CRAIGMACAIRE. A Story of the « '46." 
Edited by the author of " The Divine Master." 1b. 
" A Tale of the tugged northern shores, and record of the patient snffering 
and heroic faith that was once displayed in the lives of men obscure and un- 
known on earth, but whose names were doubtless written in Heaven."— 

RAINE.— Rosa's Summeb Wandekings. By Rosa Raine. 
Fcap. 8vo. 58. 

RAINE.--THE Queen's Isle. Chapters on the Isle of Wight, 
wherein Scripture truths are blended with Island beauties. 
38. 6d. 

RAINY MORNINGS WITH AUNT MABEL. 18mo., cloth, 
28. 6d. 
An endeavour to inculcate in familiar and easy conversations a knowledge 
of the early Christian Church, its struggles and triumphs, including the Cata- 
combs, and early missions. 

REED. — Adventures of Olap Tryggve8on,King of Nor- 
. WAY. A Tale of the Tenth Century, showing how Chris- 
tianity was introduced into Norway. By Mrs. J. J. Reed. 
Fcap. 8vo., 28. 6d. 

ROBERTS. — ^The Rocks of Worcestershire: their Mi- 
neral Character and Fossil Contents. By George E. Ro- 
berts, Resident Secretary to the Geological Society of Great 
Britain. Fcap. Svo., cloth 5s. 

ROBERTS. — Snow-bound in Cleeberrie Grange. A 
Christmas Story. By George E. Roberts, Author of " The 
Rocks of Worcestershire," " Charley's Trip to the Black 

Mountain," &c. Dedicated to John Ruskin, Esq. 2s. 6d. 

CoNTSNTs :— A Treasure-trove— The Minstrel's Wish— Firelight Shadows- 
Frogs and Toads— The Foam-Bell— A Wild Beast Show— Grippel, the As»— 
The Two Hermits, &c., &c. 

'* An attractiye volume for the young, and not devoid of instruction either." 
— Christian Remembrancer* 

ROCHAT.— Harry's Help. By Mrs. S. C. Rochat. Square 
16mo. Is. 

ROCKSTRO. — Stories on the Commandments. The Second 

Table : " My Duty towards My Neighbour." By W. S. 

Rockstro. Is. 6d. cloth, and in a packet. 
CoNTBNTs: — The Drummer-Boys, or the Law and the Promise; Walter 
MUligan and his Cousin Frank, or the Law of the Sixth Commandment j The 
Sailing Party, or the Sin of Dinah ; The Little Choristers, or Is it Fair ? The 
Two Sailor Boys, or Sins of the Tongnie j The " Friends of Freedom,*' or the 
Factory Strike. 

[See Hill's Stories on the First Table, page 29.] 
ROCKSTRO.— Abbey Lands. A Tale. Fcap. 8vo., 58. 

" We must here take leave of the author, greatly commending the high tone 
of principle and the devoted fervour with which his work is filled throughout. 
.... The book is interesting, gracefkilly written* and rich in true and noble 
thoughts.*'— £?cc/e«ta«<tc. 
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Present Books — Tales, 

ROOT OF THE MATTER (The)j or, the VUlage Class: 
cloth, Is. 6d.; paper, Is. « 

RUTH LEVISON; or. Working and Waiting. A TtW 
Cloth, Is. 6d. ; paper, Is. 

S. ALBAN'S ; or, the Prisoners of Hope. By the author of 
" The Divine Master." Fcap. 8vo., Ss. 
Intended to illustrate the working of thie Church amongr the Middle Classes. 

SENTENCES from the Works of the author of « Amy Her- 
bert." Selected by permission. Second Edition. 2s. 

SMITH. — Grace Alford ; or the Way of Unselfishness. By 
C. M. Smith. 18mo., Is. 6d. 

STONE. — Ellen Mkrton ; or, the Pic-nic. By Mrs. Stone, 

author of " God's Acre," "The Art of Needlework," &c. 

Is. 6d. 
Intended to show in a simple story that every kind of evasion, if spoken vrtth 
a view to elude the rigid truth or deceive others, is a folsehood in the sighf 
of Goo. 

STORIES FOR CHRISTMAS-TIDE. By the Author of 

" Sunbeam,** " Ready and Desirous," &c. In 1 vol., 28. 6d. 
My Christmas Home ; The Three S. Stephen*s Days ; S. John the Evange- 
list's Day; Holy Innocents* Day, &c. 

STORIES FOR YOUNG SERVANTS. With Engravings. 

2s., in a packet or bound. 

No. 1. Deceit and Dishonesty.— 2. "Proper Plride.**— 3. Fine Clofhe8.r— 
4. Mischief-making. 

"Exhibit, in theh: character and little hints of domestic economy and 
scenery, considerable, and perhaps practised powers.'* — Christian Rement- 
brancer, 

** ¥o\a excellent Stories, both instructive and amazing, whether read by 
young domestics, or by those farther advanced in life.** — 0entleman*8 Mageueine. 

STORY OF A DREAM ; a Mother's Version of the olden Tale 
of " Little Red Riding Hood," wherein that tale is made to 
bear a Christian lesson. Is. 

SUMMERLEIGH MANOR ; or. Brothers and Sisters. A 

Tale. Fcp. 8vo. 4s. 

" It has been the object of the author of this very well-written tale, to show 
the gradual development of character in the chfldren of a large &mily, and 
how the small incidents in the small world of childhood, the opportunities of 
good there offered, and the temptations to evil, have an influence, not only 
on the passing hour, but on the far off future : and in the pursuit of this ob- 
ject he has been very successful. The style is easy and xmalfected, and the 
portraiture good, and the instruction to be gathered from it of a high order. 
It eminently deserves to be successful." — Oxford Herald. 

** Done extremely well, and we are confident will please all readcsrs whom 
literary pedantry has not rendered indifferent to the charms of simplicity and 
natural elegance. The charm consists in the ease and grace of dialogue, and 
the amiable and t^ectionate spirit by which it is pervaded.*' — New Quartertp 
Remew. 

SUNBEAM (The] ; or, the Misused Gift. A Tale. By the 
Author of " Our Christmas Home," &c. 5s. 
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/. Masters^ London, 
SUNLIGHT IN THE CLOUDS, &c. 28. 

CoNTBNTs :— I. The Dutiful Daughter Rewarded. II. The dealings of God 
througrh a lifetime. III. The Shoemaker's Daughter. 

SYLVESTER ENDERBY, THE POET. By Louis Sand, 

Author of " The Voices of Christmas." 28. 6d. 

** The story is full of interest itself, weU and pleasantly told, but its vaJae 

lies in the lessons it so forcibly teaches,— lessons at warning on the one hand 

against the cares and riches of this world, and against that philosophical seep* 

tidtm which so invariably creates an evil heart of unbelief ."—CAwrcA Review, 

TALES FOR ME TO READ TO MYSELF. With Twehe 
Engravings drawn by Macquoid. 16mo. 2s. 6d. 
" These stories are intended to be put into the hands of little childrw* 
who, though only able to master very easy words, may vet be wishing to read 
to themselves. The<r were written to supply the want which is sometimes felt, 
of a book sufficiently easy for this purpose, and yet more entertaining than 
the short sentences in spelling books." — Preface. 

TALES OF CROWBRIDGE WORKHOUSE. By M. A. B. 
With a Preface by Louisa Twining. 12mo., cloth 2s. 

TALES OF A LONDON PARISH, &c. By the author of 

" Tales of Kirkbeck." Second edition, 18mo., 2s. 6d. 
** Reveals by the help of a skilftil and powerftQ hand, directed by deep re- 
ligious earnestness, much of the sin, sorrow, the mental, moral, and spiritual 
darkness which London hides fl-om the world's gaze. A book to be read and 
thought a\)0\it."-'West of England Conservative. 

TALES OF MY DUTY TOWARDS MY NEIGHBOUR. 

32mo., Is. 

TREVENAN COURT. A Tale. By E. A. B., author of 

" The Neglected Opportunity," &c., &c. Ss. 6d. 
"The characters are very ably drawn, and we know not which most to ad- 
mire, the touching resignation of Lord Trevenan, the dutifulness and sab- 
mission of his son, or the patience of Bertha Granville under her husband** 
downward career. . . . We cordially recommend the book."— JoAn J9m//. 

TUTE.— The Champion of the Cboss : An Allegory. By th» 
Rev. J. S. Tute. 28. 6d. 

TWO GUARDIANS ; or, Home in this World. By the author 

of " The Heir of Redclyffe." Fourth edition, 6«. 

" A great advance in force and breadth ; in variety of character and depth ot 
interest and simple pathos. The spirit and teaching of the book are unexcep- 
tionable, and it is a great satiafsu^ion to be able to set before young readers « 
book so excellent in temper and of such striking ability."— Ottarcfian. 

** Nothing can be finer than the heroine } an upright, truthfiil character, 
wanting in tact, and not at first free from grave faults, yet full of deep feeling 
and true reUgioo ; strongly consistent, winning her way and inspiring hearty 
affection by her goodness, real kindness, and entire honestj."— Christian Re- 
membrancer. 

VIDAL. — Esther Merle, and other Tales. By Mrs. Frances 
Vidal, author of '* Tales of the Bush/' &c. Is. 6d. 
CoNTBNTs :— John Salter; or, the Inconsiderate Marriage.— Three Neigh- 
bours; or, the Envying of others, &c. * 

VIDAL.— Home Trials ; a Tale for the Middle Classes. Ss. 

" By no means unworthy of Mrs. Vidal's pen Mrs. Vidal writes when 

she has something to say, and therefore for the most part says it well." — Ouar' 
dian. 



Present Books — Tales, 

VILLAGE STORY FOR VILLAGE MAIDENS. In Three 
Parts. Susan, Esther, and Dorothy ; or, the Three Starts 
in Life. 9d. each, or in one vol. cloth, 2s. 6d. 

VOICES OF CHRISTMAS. A Tale. By Louis Sand. With 
an illustration by Dalziel. 2s. 
" We have seldom seen a Christmas book which appeared to us more tho- 
roughly successftd. A hearty, English tale, fall of piquancy and interest, with 
considerable humour, in which an under-current of earnest feeling teaches one 
of the deepest truths of our religion." — Ecclesiaatic. 

VOYAGE TO THE FORTUNATE ISLES. 1 s. ; cloth, Is. 6d. 

An Allegory of the sea of life with its waves and tides, ripples and stoinu, 
and each soul in a boat therein, with compass, sails, pilot, chart, &c. 

WAS IT A DREAM ? or, the Spirit of Evil-speaking— and 
The New Churchyard; or. Whose will be the First 
Grave? By the author of "Amy Herbert." Is. 6d.j 
paper. Is. 

WILBRAHAM.— The Loyal Heart, and other Tales for 
Boys. Translated from the German. By Frances M« 
Wilbraham. With Engravings. 2nd Edition. 28. 6d. 
cloth ; in a packet, 2s. 
The Loyal Heart— The Golden Locket— The Blind Boy j or, Trust in Provi- 
dence — The Yoong Robinson Crusoe— '* Thoa shalt not Steal*' — ^A Tale of 
St. Domingo. 

WILFORD. — The Master of Churchill Abbots, and 
HIS Little Friends. By Florence Wilford. Fcap. 8vo. 
3s. 6d. 

" The narrative is chiefly of an educational character, and is intended to ex* 
hibit what may be accomplished by a firm and steady principle, founded on a 
deep revereoce for Christian truth as embodied and exhibited in the Church. 
We gladly give our cordial approval of this tale." — Clerical Journal. 

** A capital story for yoong children. The writer has shown an aptitude for 
composition and description which will help her to success in a higher class of 
fiction than this.*' — Literary Churchman, 

WILFORD.— Play and Earnest. A Tale. By Florence 
Wilford. Price 5s. 

WILFORD.— A Maiden of our Own Day. By Florence 
Wilford. Foap. 8vo., cloth, 6s. 

WYNNES (The) ; or, Many Men, Many Minds. A Tale of 
every-day life. Fcap. 8vo. 5s. 

YORKE. — Cottage Homes ; or. Tales on the Ten Command* 
ments. By H, Yorke. With engravings. Cloth, or 
separately in a packet, 2s. 
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J. Matters, London, 
BIOGRAPHY. 

ALLESTREE (Life of Dr.), Canon of Christ Church in 1649, 
By Bishop Fell. He lived during the Tumults in the 
reign of £.ing Charles I. 3d. 

ANNALS OF VIRGIN SAINTS, from Primitive and Me- 
disval Times. 58. 

BRECHIN.— A Memoir of the Pious Life and Holy 
Death OF Helen Inolis. By the Bishop of Brechin. 4d. 

A short tale to show that it does not require " some gx^^ thiag to make a 
Saint, and that the commonest and simplest action of every day UPe, in one*» 
usual trade or occupation, if done flrom the love of God and in His faith and 
fear, may assume the value of high virtue." 

BRETT.— The Power of the Catholic Faith. A Me- 
morial of M. C. B. By R. Brett. Square 16mo.,on toned 
paper. Is. 6d. 

1)0CTRINE OF THE CROSS, a Memorial of a Humble 
Follower of Christ. By the author of " Devotions for tiie 
Sick Room." Is. 

FOUR YEARS OF PASTORAL WORK ; being a Sketch of 
the Ministerial Labours of the late Rev. Edward John 
Rees Hughes, late Curate of Lythe, Yorkshire, and Rune- 
ton Holme, Norfolk ; with a Portrait. Edited by the Rev. 
Cecil Wray. Fcap. 8vo., 3s. 6d. 

RACKET'S (Bp.) LIFE. By Thomas Plume, D.D., and 
edited with large additions and copious notes by Mackenzie 
E. C. Walcott, B.D. Fcap. 8vo., 3s. 6d. 

HEYGATE.— Memoir of John Aubone Cook, B.A., Vicar 
of South Benfleet and Rural Dean. By the Rev. W. E, 
Heygate, M.A. Price Is. 

HOLY MEN AND WOMEN (Stories of), 2s. ; in a packet, 
2s. : wrapper. Is. 

CoNTSNTs :— Phocas, the Christian Gardener} Zita, the Christian Maidser- 
vant; The Poor Manof Anderlecht; S. Alphage, Archbishop of Canterbury i 
The Martyr Penitents ; S. Lydwina ; Cuthman and his Mother. 

" Written in a good spirit, and gives a view of some of the bv-paths and 
quiet nooks of Cliristian antiquity which are too often overlooked.'* — Literarp 
Churchman, 



Present BooJu'^Biography. 

LAUD (The Life of Waiiam), Archbishop of Canterbury, and 
Martyr. By the Rev. John Baines, S. John's CoUege, 
Oxford. 38. 6d. 

** In Bir. Baines we have no blind wontaipper of the man, AocpVf ttioogh ta) 
be to be revered by ub all; but one who can notice his defects as well as hii 
▼irtnes, and on whose Judgment therefore we can re^"— Oaefbrd Herald, 

"The most impostant in«talmflnt of tiiis series."— Clkric^MM lUwu m h rmmeer . 

LIVES OF EMINENT ENGLISH DIVINES. By the Her. 
W. H. Teale. With EngniTings, 6b. { or each Life sepa- 
rate, in paper coTers. 

life of Bishop Andrewes, Is. Itfe at Dr. Hammond, is. 

Ufe of Bishop Bull, itf. Ltfe of Bishop WUson, la. 

Life of Jonef of Nayland, is. 

LIVES OF ENGLISHMEN IN PAST DAYS. 

First Series : contaiidng Herbert, Donne. Ken, Sanderson. 0d. 
Second Series : Kettlewell. Hammond. Wilson. Mompesson, Bold. 6d. 
Third Series : Walton. Wotton, Earl of Derby. Collin^rwood. RafBes. Bl»> 
month, lod. 
Fonrtb Series : Alfired the Great, Sir Thomas More. John Bvdiyn. is. 

In one volume, doth. gilt. Ss. 6d. 

MEMORIAL OF ELIZABETH A . 4d. 

MEMOIR OF THE BEV. R. A. SUCKLING, with Corre- 
spondence. By the Rev. I. Williams. New Edit., fcp. 8to., 5s, 

** A well-defined pictnre of a Christian Clergyman living in these later 6aj» 
a Ufe of fni^. and having a maiked infloence on friends and acqnaintancef, as 
well i^ on tlMse committed to his charge.** — Quardian. 

MEMORIAL OF M. E. D. AND G. E. D. Brief notes of 
a Christian life and very holy death. By T. B. P. 6d. 

NEWLAND.— Memoib of the late Rev. H. Newland, 
M.A., Vicar of S. Marychurch, a;id Chaplain to the Bishop 
of Exeter. By the Rev. R. N. Shutte, Rector of S. Mary 
Steps, Exeter. Fcap. 8vo., 5s. 

NOBLE ARMY OF MARTYRS (The). By the Rev. 8. 
Fox. Cloth 2s. ; paper cover. Is. 

Containing short lives of S. Stephen ; S. James ; S. Barnabas ; S. TImotlqr; 
S. Polycarpj S. Ignatiiis} S. Clement; S. Ireneeiis; S. Dtonysinai S. Justin 
Martyr. Suited for a dass-reading book. 

*' Jnst the book for drcnlation among children or a Parochial Lending IJ. 
bnay : what we want in the Upper Classes of our National 8chools.'*-<- AiflM 
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POETRY. 

ASCENSION, AND OTHER POEMS. Fcap. 8vo. 6d. 

ATHANASIUS, AND OTHER POEMS. By a FeUow of a 

College. Price 28. 
" The writer possesses the historical as well as the poetical mind. His tone 
reveals his deep sympathy with antiquity. His style of thought and versifica- 
tion freqaently remind us agreeably of Mr. Keble." — Ouardian. 

BAPTISMAL NAME (The), and THE FLOWER GAR- 
DEN. By the Author of " The Daily Life of a Christian 
Child." 6d. 

BELL. — The Rural Album, containinfi; Descriptive and Mis- 
cellaneous Poems. With Historical Notices of Barnwell 
and Fotheringay Castles, &c., Northamptonshire. By 
Thomas Bell. Svo., 6s. 

BENN.— The Solitary; or, a Lay from the West. With 
other Poems in English and Latin. By Mary Benn. 3s. 6d. 

CoNTKVTS :— The Soldier's Prayer; Phylactery; The Warning; The Four 
Ang^els ; The Gathering of the Saints. 

BENN.—Lays of the Hebrews, and other Poems. 2s. 

** There is a gjeat deal of tone and spirit in Miss Benn's Lays of the He- 
brews. The ' Grave of Saul ' would be creditable to any one, and tiiere are 
other poems equally striking and melodious." — Ouardian. 

BERNARD (S.) — ^The Sweet Rhythm of S. Bernabd on 
THE Most Holy Name of Jesus. Newly done into 
English. 2d. 

BLACK.— Memorialia Cordis: Sonnets and Miscellaneous 
Poems. By the Rev. C. J. Black. 28. 6d. 

CoNTiNTS :— To the Memory of W. Archer Butler j The Tomb of Swift ; TTie 
Famine of 1847; Rydal Mount; The Redbreast in Church; Gethsemane, &c. 

BOURNE.— Thoughts upon Catholic Truth. A Volume 
of Poems. By the late Rev. L. Bourne. 2s. 6d. 
** Hold fast the form of sound words which thou hast heard in fUfh and 
love which is in Christ Jksus.*' — 2 Tim. i. 13. 

BRAUNE.— The Persone of a Toun ; The First Book. 
By George Martin Braune. Demy 8vo. 2s. 
"The character of a parish priest described by Chaucer four hundred yean 
ago, is suited, in every respect but its archaic lang^uage, to describe the requi- 
sites of the same function in the present day. It is true that the character 
drawn by our ancient master of song was in stem contrast to the vices and 
ignorance of the clergy of his day ; ^et in the worst times of the Church there 
wHs many a faithfiil minister of rebgion who strove, to the best of his know, 
ledge, to perform his duty. Some such person Chaucer had in his mind when 
he. composed his eulogy on the ' Persone of a Toun.* The perusal of it led me 
to^consider the beauty of the Christian character with regard to mv own pro- 
fession. I resolved to delineate the same in verse, and I adopted the metre 
and a modification of the language of Spenser, as a mean between the times 
of Chaucer and our own." — Preface. 

CHURCH IN BABYLON, AND OTHER POEMS. By the 
author of *• Ascension, and other Poems." Fcap. 8vo., Is. 



Praent Books — Poetry. 

DAILY LIFE OF THE CHRISTIAN CHILD : a Poem, in 

which the duties of each day in a child's life are set 
forth. 6d. ; on a sheet, Id. 

DA£:EYNE.-^Thb Swobd, and the Cross. By the SeT. 
J. O. Dakeyne. 2s. 6d. 
" Commend themselves to the reader more l^thelr spiritml import* y«t they 
•re not wanting in passages of considerable force and beauly.*' — Morning P»^. 

EPIGRAMS, Sacred and Moral. Is. 6d. 

Contains Mo Original Epigrams on sul^eots BibUcal, Tbaological, Eedoi-. 
astical, Sodal, Historical, &o. 

EVANS.— Daily Hymns. A Volume of Poems. By tha 
Venerable Archdeacon Evans, author of **Ta\e^ of the 
Ancient British Church." 38. 6d. ' . 

$VANS.— PiETAS PuERiLis ; or, Childhood's Path to Heaveo, 
and other Poems. By the Rct. A. E. Evans. Sto., 2s. 6d. 

GOODRICH.— Claudia : the Days op. Martyicdom. A 
Tale. By A. M. Goodrich. Fcap. 8vo., doth, 2s. 6d. 

*' Marked by a devotional spirit, pleas^t to read, and nnailtected. It con- 
tains a faithftd pictore of the early Cbureh and many of its cnstoras, its tcme 
of feeling, perils, acts of heroism and devotton to Cbbist." — Omford HermU. 

GRANDFATHER'S CHRISTMAS STORY (The). 6d. 
A tme Tale of a little boy who always kept in mind the SAyioun's Le?e ited 



** Simply and touchin^y told, in a stnin likely to win the ear and heart eCa 
yonng child."— 5t(^o/Jlt Hermld. ^ 

HAWKER.~EcHO£S fbom Old Cornwall. By the Ber. 
R. S. Hawker. 2s. 6d. 

" Peculiar originality : a profound and concentrated ha^ of thao^A a»d 
expression.**— P/jfiiuw/A Herald, 

** Correct and elegant.**— Oenf/aiMm'* Magaxine. 

" Written to solace the antiior's own feelings. Hie reader who takes iq> the 
Sohoes in search of the same calm temper of mhid, will sol be disi^poi^fd,'* 
•^^eeleiioBtie, 

HOPKINS.— PiBTAS Metbica. By the Rey. T. M. Hopkins, 

Incumbent of S. Saviour's, Paddington. 28. 6d. 
CovranTS :— Love and Worship} The Christian Graces } Nathaniel} Lent; 
The Beacon; The Sea Shell} AiBiction) Where are the Nine? Tlie Storaal 
Country, &c., &c. 

HYMNS, DEVOTIONAL AND DESCRIPTTVTE ; for the 
Use of Schools. By the author of <* The Baron's LitUfi 
Daughter." 2d. 

HYMNS FOR LITTLE CHILDREN. By the author g( 
*' The Baron's Little Daughter." 244th thousand. CM)/ 
Is. ; paper, 6d. ; morocco, 3s. 6d. Cheap edition, 3d. 

HYMNS FOR LITTLE CHILDREN. Small 4to., printed, 
on toned paper, with 41 full page Engravings, by Dalxiel,. 
Handsomely bound in cloth, gilt edges, Ss. 6d. 

HYMNS OF THE HOLY FEAST. Square 24mo., on tinted 
paper, and rubricated, 8d. 
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BYMNS ON SCIIIPTURE CHARACTERS FOR THE 
1, YOUNG. Is. 

HYMNS FOR INFANT CHILDREN; on Church, School, 
Baptism, and Belief, &c. Id 
Accompanying Tunes for Ditto, by the Rev. J. B. Dykes. Is. 
BYMNS AND SCENES OF CHILDHOOD. By the author 
.- of " Margaret, the Martyr of Antiooh.'' 2s. 6d. 

Contains 114 Hymns on Religious and Natural Sabjects: suck as Walking 
n a Parent's Sight, Contentment, Qaestions and Thoughts about the Stars, 
The Little Pilgrim, The Martyr Stephen, The Comforter, Manj Flowers, Chris, 
tian Heroism, &c. 

KEN.— Prepabatiyes for Death. Being Selections from 
the Poems of Bishop Ken. 28. 

Contents: — ^The Miser; Now; Dajrs Numbered; Conscience; IHrne to be 
Improved : The Baptism ; The Yoke Easy ; The Shortness 6f Lifsi t)eath ; 
Kesurrection; Tlie World Renounced; Tlie Tempter Vanquished} The State 
of Separation; &c. 

LADY ELLA, or the Story of Cinderella in Verse. 3s. 6d. 

LAST SLEEP OF A CHRISTIAN CHILD : a Poem, show- 

.^ ing how a Christian Child should meet death. 6d. ; on a 

sheet, Id. 
" Very tonchingly wAtben."^EHgttsh Review. 

LAUGHARNE. — ^The Advent Collects Paraphrased in 
Verse. By the B«v. T. R. J. Laugharne, M.A. Is. 

LEE. — Poems. By the He v. Frederick George Lee. Second 
edition, enlarged. Fcap. 8vo., cloth, Ss. 6d. 
CoNTKNTs '.—Field Flowers ; Netley Abbey ; Kind Words ; Ruins of Thebes ; 

Woodchester; The Martyrs of Vienne; Oeraldine; 8. Thomas the Martyr; 8. 

Augustine, &c. 

LITTLE ANNIE; or, Michaelmas Day. By the author of 
** The Grandfather's Christmas Story." 6d. 
An account in yerse oi a little Girl, who by her example and earnestness 
brought her sinning brother to repentance and amendment. 

LOKAINE.— Lats of Israel. By Amelia M. Lorainle. 
2s. 6d. cloth ; 4s. morocco. 

** Evidences very considerable poetic powers.'*— £ce/9«<M/<e. 

LYKA SANCTORUM ; Lays for the Minor Festivals. Edited 
by the Rev. W. J. Deane. 3s. 6d. 
"We hail the appearance of such a book with pleasure; it is agree&Uy sig- 
Qiflcant as to the progress of sacred poetry in our age. It is a collection of 
historical ballads, designed for the most part to commemorate the sufferings 
and celebrate the triumphs of those who were martyred in the eartyages of the 
Qhurch. Many of the poems are singularly elegant and impressive.'*— Jfomfn# 

MARGARET, The Martyr of Antioch< an Olden Tale, 

in Verse. 28. 6d. cloth ; Is. 6d. wrapper. 
( .'* For combined beauty of compo^tion, typography, and illustration, we wUl 
Viinture to pronounce ' Margaret,' even in this day of handsome books, un- 
rirtilled."—Eeele8ia»tie. 

MAGNAY.—PoEMS. By the Rev. Claude Magnay. New 
' edition, with additions. 3s. 6d. 

MONRO.— Leila. A Tale. By the Rev. E. Monro, M.A., Is. 

1^ 



Present Books — Poetry. 

MORAL SONGS. By the author of " Hymns for Kttfe 
Children." With Engravings. 8d.; cloth, Is.; moroccoi 
38. 6d.; school edition, 3d. 

MOTHER'S EASTER OFFERING (The). By the author 

of " The Grandfather's Christmas Story." 6d. 
A Tale Id Verse of 6od*s chastening: hand in the death of yoong cfaildnB* 
and the mother's submission. 

MOULTRIE.— The Martyrdom of S. Polycarp. By th« 

Rev. G. Moultrie. 8vo., Is. 
NARRATIVE HYMNS FOR VILLAGE SCHOOLS. By 

the author of ** The Baron's Little Daughter." 3d. Set 

to Music, fcp. 4to., 2s. 6d. 
NEALE.— Hymns for the Sick. By the Rev. J. M. 

Neale. 6d.; cloth, Is. 
Intended to set before the Sick and Sofferingr some of those sonrees of 
" strong: consolation " which it has pleased God to lay up for them. 

NEALE. — Hymns for Children. 3d. each Series, or bound 

together, Is. • 
First Series : Hymns for the Days of the Week, Hours, and Holy Days. 
Second Series: Hymns for Special Occasions —Church Duties, Frivil^;es, 
and Festivids. 
Third Series : Hymns chiefly for the Saints' Days. 

NEALE. — Songs and Ballads for Manufacturers. 3d. 
OGILVY.— The Nun of Enzklosterle ; a Legend of the 

Black Forest. By Mrs. T. Ogilvy, (n^e Bosanquet.) 3s. 6d. 
OLD WILLIAM ; or, the Longest Day. By the author of 

" The Grandfather's Christmas Story." 6d. 
a Tale in Verse of the good and unselfish use made by a little Girl of her 
money. 

ORLEBAR.— Christmas Eve and other Poems. By Mrs. 

Cuthbert Orlebar. Is. 
CoNTKKTs: — Flowers and Hair, a Woodland Song; My Sister Laura; Thi 
Cradle ; The Eagle ; The Wife ; The Autumn Walk, &c. 

POEMS ON SUBJECTS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT. By 

the author of " Hymns for Little Children." In Two Parts, 

6d each. Cloth Is. each. 
Part I. The Creation; The Temptation; Cain and Abel; Enoch; The Ark; 
The Dove; Abraham's Sacrifice; Isaac and Rebekah; Esau, Jacob, Rachel 
Joseph, Jacob, Moses, &c. Part II. SuUects firom Moses to David. 

PROSE HYMN FOR CHILDREN. By the Rev. W. Ji- 
Jenkins, Rector of Fillingham. Id., or 7s. per 100. 

RAINE.—Veeses for Church Schools. By Rosa Raine. 
New and Enlarged Edition. 6d. 

RUSSELL.— -Lays Concernikg the Early Church. By/ 

ihe Rev. J. F. Russell. Is. 6d. , 

CoNTBNTs:— S.John's Torture; S.Ignatius; The Thundering Legion ; tte' 

Martyr's Funeral ; The Council of Nice : S. Ambrose, &c. / 

SEVEN CORPORAL WORKS OF MERCY. Bv the au- 
thor of " The Daily Life of a Christian Child." With 
Illustrations. Price 6d. 
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SEVEN SPIRITUAL WORKS OF MERCY. In Verse. 

By the same author. Illustrated by Dalziel. 6d. 
SONNETS AND VERSES, from Home and Parochial Life. 

ByH. K. C. 28. 6d. 

The greater part of the present volume received seven years ago the Im- 
pirimator of the author of the " Christian Year." 

Among its contents we have Moonlight on the Sea; The Larlc*s Complaint; 
ncimroses at Night ; Tavistock Abbey } Dovedale j Revisiting the Sea ; The 
Chancel ; Bumham Sands, &c. 

SUNDAY. A Poem. By the Ven. Archdeacon Freeman, 

M.A. 4d. 
TEN COMMANDMENTS (The), set in easy verse, for young 

Children to commit to memory. 6d. 
" Appljring the spiritaal sense of the Commandments in simple verse." — 
Knglish Review. 

TIME OF THE END, and other Poems. Fcap. 8vo., 38. 

CoNTBNTS : — Trust in the Lord j Infant Imagining } Flowers in Church in a 
Withered Leaf} The Whole Armour of God > The Christmas Treej The Last 
Day in the Year, &c. 

TUTE.— Holy Times and Scenes. By the Rev. J. S. Tute. 

First Series, 3s. 
TUTE.— Holy Times and Scenes. Second Series, 3s. 

On Kirkdale Abbey } Church Bells; the Great Festivals) Providence} The 
Martyrs ; the Lily } the Fall of Angels, &c. 

VERSES FOR THE SUNDAYS AND HOLYDAYS OF 
THE CHRISTIAN YEAR. By the author of "The 
Daily Life of a Christian Child,'* &c. With eight illustra- 
tions. 2s. ; morocco, 4s. 

VERSES. By a Country Curate. 4s. 

This work contains Fifty-six Translations firom the Ancient Hymns by S. 
Ambrose, S. Gregory, Prudentius, &c., with Thirty- three Original Poems, 
Hymns, Carols, Songs, &c. 

WARING.— Annuals and Perennials; or, Seed-time and 
Harvest. By C. M. Waring, Demy 8vo., beautifully 
Illustrated by Macquoid, ds. 
Verses for every Sunday in the Year, chiefly founded on the Collects, AnnutU 

in their Use, Perennial in their Antiquity. 

WHITING.— Rueal Thoughts and Scenes. By W. Whiting. 
In a Wrapper, 3s. 6d. 

WILLIAMS.— The Altak. By the late Rev. I. Williams, 
B.D., author of the ** Cathedral." 6s. ; morocco, 8s. 6d. 

This work consists of Meditations in Verse on the several parts of the 
Service for the Holy Communion, applying them to corresponding parts of Uxe 
Passion of our Loan. 

WILLIAMS. — Hymns on the Catechism. 6d., cloth Is. 
WILLIAMS. — Ancient Hymns for Children. Is. Bd, 
WINGED WORDS. Poems, by A. H. 28. 6d. 

" Childlike though the verses be. 
And untunable the parts ; 
Thou wilt own the minstrelsy, 
If it flow from chUdlike hearts.'* 



Present Books — Smaller Tales. 

SMALLER TALES AND REWARD BOOKS. 

ALICE PARKER ; or, the Tea Drinking. By the author of 
" Susan Carter," &c. 4d. 

ANNANDALE ; or, the Danger of Self- Confidence. A Welsh 
Tale. 2d. 

BELL AIRS.— Stkength and Weakness. By Nona Bellaiw. 
18mo., 4d. 

'* A pretty Story of Factory Life, exhibitdngr what may be done by kind waA 
zealous ministerial watchfolness and superintendence." — ClericeU Journal. 

BELLAIRS.— An Old Woman's Story ; or, Trust in Trial 6d. 

BETTY CORNWELL AND HER GRANDCHILDREN; 

or, the Path of Obedience. 6d. 
BISHOP'S VISIT. By the author of the " Bishop's Little 

Daughter." 8d. 
BOY MARTYR, (The). A Tale of Norwich a.d. 1137. 2d. 
BOY PRINCE OF MERCIA. A Tale of the Heptarchy. 4d. 
BUNBURY. — The Sunday of the People in France. By 

the Ahh4 Mullois, Chaplain to the Emperor of Franoe. 

Translated by Miss Bunbury. 4d. 
Originally written for the use of tbe workmen of France, to induce a Mtter 
understanding: and observance of the Sunday. 

BUNBURY.— I AM 80 Happy; or, the Reward of Sorrow 

borne Religiously. By Miss Bunbury. 21st Thousand* 2d. 
BUNBURY.— The Brother's Sacrifice j or, a Soldier's 

Generosity Rewarded. 2d. 
BUNBURY.— The Lost One Found. A true Story of the 

Baptism and Holy Death of a Young Girl. 4d. 
BUNBURY. — Sampson the Fisherman, and his Son. 3d. 
BUNBURY.— The Blind Curate's Child. 3d. 
BUNBURY.— Silent John. A short Story on the good result 

of meditation on the Good Shepherd, by the aid of the 

well-known picture of that subject. 3d. 
BUNBURY.— Little Mary ; or, the Captain's Gold Ring. 4d. 
BUNBURY.— The Error Corrected; or, the Faithful Priest. 

By Henry Shirley Bunbury. 4d, 

A story of the union between the Saxons aud Normans. 

CAT AND HER KITTENS (The) ; a Fable on Disobediemcc 

and Mischief. 2d. 
CHAPTERS ON PLANTS : or, Marion's Herbal. Thirteen 

Tales. In a packet, or cloth. Is. 
CHARLOTTE DREW'S PINCH. 6d. 

A tale for little girls, on the fatal effects of the first step in disobedienoe ito 
parents, and of choosini: bad companions at school. 

CHILD'S MISSION (The) ; a True Tale of the influence of a 
very young and dying Child in the Conversion of her mo- 
ther from Sin to Holiness. 2d. 
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CHORISTER'S FALL (The). 6d. 

A Tale of a Chorister whose vanity led him to fUl, but who was enabled to 
r^oice in the illness which brought him to repentanice. 

CHURCH CATECHISM (The). With the Confirmation Ser- 
vice. Beautifully illustrated by John Gilbert. Cheap 
edition, 6d. ; on tinted paper and gilt edges, Is. 

CHURCHYARD GARDENING. By the author of " The 
Bishop's Little Daughter." 4d. 

CONSOLATION ; or, the Comfort of Intercessory Prayer id 
Absence. By the author of " Gentle Influence.*' 4d. 

CONVERSATIONS WITH COUSIN RACHEL. 9d. each 
part. Parts I. and II. in a vol., cloth, Is. 6d. ; III. and 

IV., ditto, Is. 6d. 

Parti. Dialogues on Diligence and Thonghtfolness in Honsehold Work; 
on Good Thoughts j Sunday at Church ; Doing our Duty, not Choosing it $ 
Self-Control j Dividing our Time } the Seasons, with Hymns. 

Part II. Conversations on Dress and Keeping to our Church, or Good out 
of Evil; Easter-tide; The Old Farm-house; Bearing Reproof; Sheep-shear- 
ing ; and the Lessons in Scripture from Sheep. 

Part III. The New Church; The Story of Ambrose Heme, and English 
Church Teaching; The First Situation; The New School and Consecration; 
Christian Duties ; The Flowers of the Field ; How to bear Losses. 

Part IV. Dialogues on Gon's ordering all things ; Ill-natured speaking} 
Bearing little trials well ; Not thinking much of ourselves ; Being prepared to 
die; Our holiness not our own; Distraction and inattention; Drawing good 
from all we see. 

CORNER-STONE (The). An account of the Laying the 
Foundation-stone of a Church. 4d. 

DAY'S PLEASURE (A) ; or, the Consecration of the District 
Church. By the author of " Susan Carter." 4d. 

DISHONESTY, and the Loss of Character which follows it. 
By the author of "The Conceited Pig." 2d. 

DUMB BOY (The) ; showing how, though Dumb, he felt the 
influence of our Holy Religion, 2d. 

EASY TALES FOR LITTLE CHILDREN. With En- 
gravings, and in large Type. 6d. ; coloured, Is. 
John's Disobedience ; Fanny's Birthday; Little Mary's Fall; Susan's Crosa 
Behaviour: The Lost Child ; The Tom Frock; Ac. 

EDNA GRANT ; or, Never Lonely. 8d. 

EDWARD TRUEMAN. 6d.j cloth, Is. 

A Tale, to show that the best and kindest people fall into mistakes and false 
impressions, and that we must not on that account indulge revengeful or un- 
kind feelings, but " believe always for the best." 

ELLEN ASHTON; or, the Light of Christ's Love. By 

C. H. M. 6d. 
EVERLASTING HILLS (The) ; an Allegory. 6d. 
FAIR AND THE CONFIRMATION (l^e); a Lesson to 

thoughtless village girls on lightly treating God's holy 

ordinance. 6d. 

nx 



Present Books — Smaller Tales. 

FAIRY PERA (The) ; or, the Snowdrops. Reprinted from 

the Churchman's Companion, 3d. 
FANNY'S FLOWERS; or, Fun for the Nur8^^y. With 

several engravings. Is. ; cloth gilt. Is. 6d. 

FATHER'S HOPE (The); or, the Wanderer Returned. By 
the Author of " Going Abroad." 4d. 

FLORA AND HER CHILDREN; a Tale for Young Child- 
ren on the Nature and History of Flowers. 4d. 

FLOWER.~A Day's Misfortunes, ok Try Again; or, 
the Benefit of Perseverance and Good Temper. By the 
Rev. W. B. Flower. 4d. 

FLOWER.— Little Willie the liAME Boy; a Story on 

the Benefits of Education. 4d. 

FLOWER.— Rose Eglinton ; or, The Stolen Child. 2d. 

FLOWERS AND FRUIT, &c. For Little Children. In a 

neat hox, or bound in cloth. Is. ; cloth gilt. Is. 6d. 
1. Lacy; or, The Violet. — 2. Alice i or. The Daisy. — ^8. Mary; or. The Sob- 
flower.— 4. Rachel ; or. The Strawberry Blossom. — ^6. Crocoses ; or. The fldd 
of Flowers.— 6. Lilies ; or, Light in Darkness. — 7. Heart's Ease ; or, CbamiMr 
of Peace.— 8. The Orphan's Home.— 9. Christmas Tide; or, The Word of a 
BJng.— 10. The Foundling. 

FORSAKEN (The). Reprinted from the Churchman's Com- 
panion. By the author of ** Trevenan Court." 4d. 

FOUNDLING (The) ; a Tale of the Times of S. Vincent de 
Paul. 8d. 

FRIENDS (The) ; or how Neighbours should dwell in peace 
and love one with another. 6d. 

GABRIEL'S DREAM AND WAKING. By the author of 
" The Chamois Hunter," " The Cross-bearer," &c. 4d. 

GARDEN IN THE WILDERNESS (The) ; or, the Church 
of Christ in the midst of the World. An Allegory. 6d. 

GEORGE MALINGS ; or, the Sunday Truant. By the author 
of " Susan Carter," " The Secret," " Old Betty," &c. 4d. 

GEORGE FOSTER, THE PAGE. By the author of " Su- 
sannah." 6d. 

GEORGE TURNER, THE LONDON APPRENTICE; or, 
'Tis Good to be Honest and True. 6d. 

GLIMPSE OF THE UNSEEN. Reprinted from the Church- 
man* s Companion, 3d. 

GRESLEY.— The Little Miners; a Fairy Tale of an Ex-r 
plosion in a Mine. By the Rev. W. Gresley. 4d. 

HALF-HOLIDAY (The).— A Packet of Six Tales, contaming 
Six Different ^ avs of Spending a Half-Holiday. By the 
author of " Gentle Influence." In a Packet. 6d. ' 

The Good Daughter; Usefulness j Charles Withnell; Mischief; Kindness » 
Self-denial. 

HANNAH AND ALICE ; or, Neatness of Dress. 3d. 
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The Pride of Rose Lynn. 4d. 
Eve Godstnarke. 4d. 
Our Little Kathleen. 4d. 
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HARRIET AND HER SISTER; or the First Step in De- 
ceit. 6d. 

HANCOCK. — The Children of Rose Lynn. By Selina 

Hancock. In a packet, 28. 
nitfoy. sd. 

Cbrnelie j or, Self-will. 4d. 
Annie Merton ; or, the Child of 
Mercy. 4d. 

HAROLD. A Ghost Story with a Moral. By the author of 

" The Little Gardeners." 4d. 
HENSLOW.— John Bortonj or, a Word in Season. By 

Mrs. J. S. Henslow. 4d. 
HEYGATE.— Ellen Meyrick ; a Story on False Excuses. 

By the Rev. W. E. Heygate. 4d. 

HILL. — Stories on the Commandments. The First Table: 

" My Duty towards GoD." By the Rev. G. Hill, M.A. Is. 
• The Needle Case, or Forgetting God j The Idolater, or the Love of Money; 
The Christening, or taking the Name of CRaisT} A Sunday at Deepwell, or 
tht Dae Observance of the Lord's Day. 

: rSee Rockstro's Stories on the Second Table, at page 15.] 
HOLIDAY HOURS. A Series of Thirteen Tales. By the 

author of '' The Little Comforters." In cloth, or a packet, 

price Is. 
HONOR DELAFONT j a true Tale of a Mother's Prayer, and 

its Answer. By the author of ** Sunsetting." 6d. 
HOW TO BE A MARTYR; a Story for S. Stephen's Day. Id. 
ISLAND CHOIR (The) ; or, the Children of the Child Jesus : 

showing how Choristers should conform themselves to that 

?attem. 6d. 
' THE BEST ? A Tale. By the author of " Trevenan 
. Court," &c. 6d. 
LEFROY.— The Force of Habit ; or, the Story of Widow 

Monger. By F. C. Lefroy. 6d. 
LEGEND OF THE LAND OF FLIES. 4d. 
LEGEND OF S. CHRISTOPHER (The) ; or, What Master 
shall I Serve? Reprinted from the Churchman's Com- 
panion for November, 1859. 3d. 
LITTLE COMFORTERS (The), and other Tales. In a packet. 

Is., or bound in neat cloth. 
Contents :— The Two Ways of Ruth Martin.— Rachel Ford j or the Little 
Girl who tried to be Good.— The Little Comforters.- The Four Seasons.— Little 
Efien, or the Sick Child; and Death.— The Coward —Sunday.— The Little 
Street Sweeper.— The Rose Trees j or, Disobedience, &c. 

LITTLE LACE GIRL (The) ; a Tale of Irish Industry. By 

the author of "The Conceited Pig." 2d. 
LITTLE NELLY ; or, God will provide. 6d. 
LITTLE WALTER, THE LAME CHORISTER. 6d. 

A Tale, to show the great importance of each one's individual example for 
good or tot evil. 



Present Books — Smaller Tales. 
LITTLE GARDENERS (The). Wrapper, 8d. ; dotb. Is. 

" Most of us have seen how intensely little children love flowers, and hov 
delighted they are to have a little garden of their own. These facts are taJuv 
advantage of to teach much religioas truth. The writer is well acqaainted 
with gardening, and makes its incidents tell upon the purpose of the stoiy." 
— Clerical Journal. 

LITTLE STORIES FOR LITPLE CHILDREN. With 

Engravings, and in large Type. 6d. 
LITTLE STORIES FOR LlfTLE CHILDREN. 2d. 

CoNTBNTs: — The Little Herd Boy$ The Sensible El^hant; The SCarlh^; 
Sleep and Death ; The Wooden Leg j The Flowers, the Field, and the PearL 

LONDON PRIDE j or, the Account and Eiffecta of a Vi«it to 

the Great City. 3d. 
LUCY FORD ; or, Hearing the Story of a Pilgrimage to the 

Holy Land. 2d. 
LUCY PARKER ; or, the true value of regular, self-denying 

Service to Go D and Man. 6d. 
MAKING UP OF THE JEWELS (The). This is an answer 

to a little Girl's question, '* If I were a Sister of Mercy, 

should I have no Jewels ?" 6d. 
Under the form of allegory, the Jewels and Talents entrusted to eadi Chris- 
tian to preserve pure and bright agsdnst the King's coming are represented. 

MARGARET HUNT ; or, the Patient and Forgiving School- 
Girl, By the author of « The Conceited Pig." 2d. 

MARY MANSFIELD ; or, the Life and Trials of a Country 
Girl. 6d. 

MARY WILSON ; or, Self-Denial. A Tale for May-Day. 2d. 

MAURICE FAVELL; a Story of the Reform of Chuwh 
Music in a Village. 3d. 

MEMORIAL OF ELIZABETH A . 4d. 

MICHAEL THE CHORISTER; or, the Influence of the Ca- 
thedral Service. 6d. ; cloth Is. 

MIDSUMMER DAY; or. The Two Churches where DaUy 

Pravers were said. 3d 
MILLIE'S JOURNAL. Edited by the author of " Gentle 

Influence.'* 6d. 
Is the plain unvarnished Narrative, or Journal, of a young and well edu- 
cated English Girl, who accompanied her family into the Far West, Macomb, 
Illinois, U.S. 

'* Genuine Letters by a young female Emigrant : are very acceptable as tiie 
portraiture of the feelings of a person placed in an entirely novel positiont and 
influenced by high moral and religious feelings." — Oxford Herald, 

MILL Y WHEELER ; or, a Daughter's Love. By the Author 

of " Lizzie Martin," &c. 9d. 
MILMAN —The Mystery of Mabkinq ; or, Christian Re- 
sponsihility. 6d. ; cloth, lOd. 
An Allegory for School Giils, teaching them how to work oat tiie Pattern of 
our Lord and Saviour in themselves. 

MINNIE HASLEM ; or, the Benefit of Having Something to 
Bo. 2d. 
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MIRRORS (The) ; a Story for Children. 6d. 

A story of a little Girl, who was taught by our Lord's parables to see thing^s 
eternal, of which all things here are bat the pictures or emblems. 

MISS PECK'S ADVENTURES ; or. the folly of going out 
of our own sphere of Duty. By the author of "The 
Conceited Pig." 4d. 

MONRO. — Annie's Grave ; or, More than Feeling Required 
in True Religion. By the Rev. E. Monro. 4d. 

MONRO.— Robert Lee ; or, The Recruiting Party. 4d. 

MONRO. — Mary Cooper j or. Choosing One's Own Path in 
Life. 4d. 

MONRO. — The Cottage in the Lane ; or the Sad Effects 
of Indecision of Character. 4d. 

MONRO. — The Drunkard's Boy ; or, God's Help in Mis- 
fortune. 4d. 

MONRO. — The Railroad Boy j or, True Peace in Suffering. 
4d. 

MONRO.— Midsummer Eve. 6d, ; cloth, Is. 

A Tale of the fidelity of a young girl to the daughter of her mistresSj and of 
ber influence for good on the fiother and others. 

MONRO.— Tales for the Million. 

1. Dick, the Haymaker. 4d. 

2. Walter, the Convict. 4d. 

3. Edward Morris ; or. Cottage Life. 2d. 

4. The Tale of a Cotton Gown : Manchester Life. 4d. 

5. The Tale of an Old Coat: Leeds Life. In the press. 
MY DREAM. A true account of a Dream of the Heavenly 

Jerusalem, with the lesson of purity in heart, needed for 
all to see God. 4d. 

NEALE.— Erick's Grave ; or, how a faithful Russian Servant 
laid down his life for his Master. — The Helmsman of 
Lake Erie ; a Tale of American Courage in a Burning 
Ship.— The Plague of 1665 at Eyam, in Derbyshire, 
and how it was met. By the Rev. J. M. Neale. 4d. 

NEALE.— The Dream of S. Perpetua, a Martyr of Car- 
thage; and The Cross of Constantine. 4d. 

NEALE.— The Legend of S. Dorothea, Virgin and Mar- 
tyr, of Csesarea. 4d. 

NEALE. — The Siege of Nisibis, and how Sapor, King of 
Persia, and his Host were overthrown by the Faith of its 
Bishop ; and. The Death of Julian the Apostate Em- 
peror, A.D. 363, the fearful Tale of one who renounced 
his Christian Faith. 4d. 

NEALE.— The Two Huts. An Allegory. 4d. 

NEGLECTED OPPORTUNITY (The). 6d. 

NELLY UPTON'S TRIAL ; or, The Hidden Path. By the 
author of " Strength and Weakness," &c. 6d. 
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Present Books — Smaller Tales. 

NEVER TOO LATE TO MEND; or, the Two Foittiti 

Tellers. By the author of " Willie Grant." 8d. 
A Tale for village prbi, of encouragement to persevere in the ooone of ttne 
religion, and to find in that the best way to be oaeAil and bappf. -Mo 

NINE SHILLINGS A WEEK j or. How Rachel Down k^pl 
House. 6d. /^j_ 

NURSE AMY. 8d. ij 

OLD BETTY. A Sketch from Real Life. In two parte, Vi 

each ; together. Is. 

OLIVE LESTER. 6d. 

The account of the straggle of a poor lame orphan in her endeavour to ill 
her duty amidst the difficulty of a careless and irrdigious fBonily. 

PAGET.— A Sunday Walk and a Sunday Talk ; or, How 
the Yateshull Boys enjoyed that Day. By the Key. F. £. 
Paget. 4d. 

PAGET. — Beating the Bounds; its Religious Meaning and 
Origin, as taught at Yateshull. 4d. .... 

PAGET. — Hallowmas Eve; or, a Conversation on Old 

Church Legends and Customs. 4d. t^^ 

PAGET. — How to be Useful and Happy ; a Few Words 
of Advice, with Rules for a Young Person. 2d. ^«^'' 

PAGET.~The Singers ; or, a Story for Boys in a County 
Church Choir. 4d. 

PAGET.— The Wake; or, How the Dedication Feast of 
Yateshull Church was kept. 4d. 

PAGET.~The Bonfire; or, How the Fifth of November 
was kept at Yateshull. 4d. 

PAGET.— The Pancake Bell ; its Origin and Meaning. 4d. 

PATH OF LIFE. By the author of the « Seven Corpond 
Works of Mercy." 6d. 
An Alleg^ory, representing the narrow way to everlasting life as tb» pajA 
trod by our Blessed Lord. 

PATTIE GRAHAM ; or, School Trials, Learning, and Bene- 
fits. 2d. 

PAY NEXT WEEK. By Anna B. F. Leigh Spencer, aulhv 
of « The Co-Heiress of Willingham." 4d. 

PEARSON.— Hugh ; or, the Influence of Christian Art. By 
the Rev. H. D. Pearson. 4d. 

PEAJISON.- Holy Stone ; a Story of Two Penitents : show- 
ing what real Repentance is. 4d. 

PEARSON.— Little Ruth Gray ; or, the Effect of a Qo6d 
Example even by a Little Child. 4d. 
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PEARSON.— -SlBTL Mabghant; or, The Strengthening and 

Refreshing of the Soul under Trials. 4d. 
•.y An interestiiig and edifying: story. It will impress a reverent appreciation 
of the blessings of Holy Communion." — English Churchman, 

PEARSON.— Old Oliver Dale. 4d. 

A Tide of the example and influence of an old man of somid religious prin- 
ciples which are shown forth in the every-day walk of life throughout the village. 

PERSEVERANCE. A Tale for Working Girls. 4d. 

PETER NOBLE THE ROYALIST. An Historical Tale of 
the 17th Century. By the author of ** The Apple Blos- 
som.** 6d. 

PHILIP BEZANT ; or, Is Revenge Sweet P By the author 
of ** Likes and Dislikes." Demy 18mo. 4d. 

PHCEBE; or, The Hospital. A Story of many Trials in 

Country Life. 3d. 
JPOST-OFFICE WINDOW (The) ; being a Tale of the Night 

School. By the author of '< Likes and Dislikes." 6d. 

PRECIOUS STONES OF THE KING'S HOUSE (The) : 
an Allegory founded on Holy Scripture. 6d. 

PRIMROSES (The); or, the Duty of Elder Sisters in a 

: Famih-. 8d. 
PRIZE (The) ; a Tale of Industry, and Neatness in Needle- 
work. 2d. 

RACHEL ASHBURN; a Story of Real Life. By the author 

of " Harry and Walter." 6d. 
RAGS AND TATTERS. By the author of " Everley." 4d. 

RAVENS (The) j A Fairy Tale. By the author of " The 
Conceited Pig." 2d. 

READY AND DESIROUS ; or, A Lent's Lessons. Second 
Edition. 6d. 

RECOLLECTIONS OF A SOLDIER'S WIDOW. 6d. 

A true Tale ; related as told by the Widow herself. She followed the for- 
t^nes of the 28th Regiment for eleven years of fatigue, danger, and death, at 
Copenhagen, Comnna, and Barossa. 

RICKARDS.— Bird-Keeping Boy (The); or, the Lowest 
Occupation may be sanctified to God 8 Service. By the 
Rev. S. Rickards. 6d. 

ROCKSTRO.— The Choristers of S. Mary's. A Legend 
of Christmas-tide, a.d. circa 1143. By W. S. Rockstro, 
\ author of " Stories on the Commandments," &c. 4d. 

RUTH OSBORNE, the Nurse. 6d. 

A lesson to nurses of patient and untiring attention, supported by true reli- 
gious principles. 

S. ANDREW'S DAY; or, the Brother's Influence. By the 
Author of " The Sunbeam." 3d. 



Present Bookt — Smaller Tales. 

SECRET (The) ; a Tale of Christmas Decorations. By the 
author of " Susan Carter." 4d. 

SCHOLAR'S NOSEGAY (The). Being a series of Tales and 

Conversations on Flowers. In a neat box, or bound in 

cloth, Is. ; cloth gilt, Is. 6d. 

1. Introduction i the Good Shepherd and the lily of Purity. — 2. The Daisy; 
or, Loving One Another.— 3. The Vkdet; or, HumiUty.— 4. The Arum) or, 
Baptism.— 5. The Crocus ; or, The Holy Trinitp^ in Unity. — 6. Thit Strawberry 
Blossom; or. Modesty (in verse). — 7, The Danaelion ; or, Lent. — 8. ThePahn; 
or. Bearing the Cross.— ^. The Hawthorn ; a Lesson for Good Friday. — 10. The 
Tulip; or. The Resurrection. — ll. The Sunflower; or. Reverence. — 12. Grass; 
or. Contentment. — 13. The Forget-me-nc^ and the Lesson its name implies. 

SEVEN CORPORAL WORKS OF MERCY (The). In a 
Packet, or bound in ornamental cover, 6d. 

1. Feeding the Hungry* Need and Charity. — 2. Giving Drink to the TUrsty. 
The Old Man by the Well.— 3. Clothing the Naked. Ellen the Parish Child. 
x4. Taking in the Stranger. Mary Howard.— 5. Visiting the Sick. Watching. 
— 6. Visiting the Prisoner. Phoebe and her Friend.- 7. Burying the Dead. 
Shirley Church. 

SEVEN SPIRITUAL WORKS OF MERCY (The). In a 
Packet, or bound in ornamental cover, 6d. 

1 . Counselling the Doubtful ; or, the Little Sisters of Mercy. — 2. Teaching 
the Igniorant; or, the Shepherd Boy of Aragon. — 3. Admonishing the Sinner; 
or, the Little MiUc Boy. — 4. Comforting 'the Afflicted ; or, a Day in Bessie*8 
Life. — 5. Forgiving Ipjuries; or, Nonnia the Captive.—^. Suffering Wrongs 
Patiently; or, the Path to Glory.— 7* Praying for Others j or, the Story of 
Little May. 

SHEPHERDS OF BETHLEHEM : a Story of the Nativity 
of our Lord. 6d. 

SISTER'S CARE ; or, How a very young girl took care of 
her little orphan sister. By the author of '< Michael the 
Chorister." 6d. 

S. JOHN THE EVANGELIST'S DAY; or, The Martyrdom 
of Will. 6d. 

SPRAINED ANCLE (The) ; or, the Punishment of Forget- 
fulness. By the author of " The Conceited Pig." 2d, 

STONE. — Angels. By Mrs. Stone. In ornamental borders. 
6d. 

STRAY DONKEY (The). A Lesson on Cruelty to Animals. 
By a Donkey himself. 2d. 

STORIES ON THE LORD'S PRAYER. By the author of 

" Amy Herbert." 6d. 
Containing eight incidents in the Life of a Young Widow, illustrating the 
eight petitions. 

STORY OF A PROMISE THAT WAS KEPT. 2d. 
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STORY OF A PRIMROSE; wherein is shown the Results 
of Disobedience to Parents, and a Lesson in Kindness is 
given. 2d. 

SUSANNA : a Home Tale. 6d. 

A Tale of patient suffering and the influence of example of a little girl during 
a long Hojoum in the Ward of a Hospital. 

SUSAN SPELLMAN : a Tale of the Trials she met with in 
the Silk Mills at Horton. 6d. 

SUNSET REVERIE; an Allegory: in which Mirth and 
Earnest pass through the trials of this world. 6d. 

SUNSETTING ; or, Old Age in its Glory. A story of hap- 
piness, peace, and contentment. 6d. 

A Tale showing the blessings of old age when it is allowed to see the firuits 
of its labour in bringing up its children in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. 

TALE OF A TORTOISE, with its Adventures ; and A SxoET 
OF Kino Alfked the Great. 2d. 

THE THREEFOLD PROMISE AND THE THREEFOLD 
BLESSING. Published in aid of the Funds of the Mis- 
sion Church, S. George in the East, London. 18mo. 6d. 

TOWER BUILDERS (The), and The Two Merchants. 9d. 

Two Allegories, showing (1) how we should be built up in our Christian 
Faith } and (*i) where we should lay up our treasure. 

TREBURSAYE SCHOOL ; or, the Power of Example. A 
Story for Choristers and Schoolboys. 6d. 

TWINS (The). A Tale of Warning to Boys; showing the 
misery caused by giving way to angry and unkind temper. 
8d. 

TWO FRIENDS (The) ; or, Charley^s Escape. 6d. 

A Tale of the influence of a good companion, and the warning of his sudden 
death. 

TWO SHEEP (The) ; a Lesson from the Adyentures of an 
Erring or Stray Sheep. 2d. 

TWO BIRTHDAYS, (The), and Other Tales. A packet of 
Six Reward Books. By the author of ** Harold, a Ghost 
Story with a Moral." 6d. 

1. Tlic Two Birthdays.— 2. Mary's Sorrow.— 3. "I Wish."- 4. The Little 
Pharisee. — 6. Carelessness sometimes Dishonesty. — 6. Bessy and the Sheep. 

UPWARD AND ONWARD. A Story for Girls. 4d. 

VILLAGE STORY ; a Tale of a Lacemakers' Village, and the 
good influence of the chief family in a Village. 6d. 



Present Books — Smaller Tales, 

WHITE RAIMENT, a Tale on the Sinfulness of Gaudy and 
Showy Dress, chiefly intended for Sunday School Teachers 
and Sunday School Girls. 2d. 

WILFORD.— Joy in Duty. By the author of "The Master 
of Churchill AbboU, and his Little Friends," and "Play 
and Earnest.'' Demy 18mo. 6d. 

WILLIAM DALE ; or. The Lame Boy. 2d. 

WILLIE COLLINS AND THE PONY FROSTY. By 
B. E. B. 6d. 

WILLIE GRANT; or. Honesty is the Best Policy. A Tale 
of the Fidelity and Reward of a Lad in very humble life, 
4d. 

WILLY MORGAN. A Tale for Good Friday. By a Clergy- 
man's Daughter. 3d. 

WOOD CARVER (The) ; or, S. Barnabas' Day. 2d. 

YOUNG CHRISTIAN'S LIBRARY; Containing Tales and 
Lessons on all the Festivals and Holy Days of the Church'i 
Year. In 32 little books, 2s. 6d. the set, in a neat orna- 
mental Box. In 3 vols., ornamental cloth, 3s. 



Advent 

Christmas Day 
Epiphany 
Ash Wednesday 
Good Friday 
Easter Eve 
Easter Day 
Ascension Day 
Whit Sunday 
Trinity Sunday 
S. Andrew 
S. Thomas 



S. Stephen 

S. John the Evan- 

grelist 
The Holy Innocents 
Circumcision 
Conversion of S. 

Paul 
Puriftcation 
S.Matthias 
Annunciation 
S. Mark 
SS. Philip and James 



S. Barnabas 

S. John the Baptist 

S. Peter 

S. James 

S. Bartholomew 

S. Matthew 

S. Michael and All 

Angels 
S.Luke 

SS. Simon and Jode 
All Saints. 



YOUNG CHURCHMAN'S ALPHABET. The leading events 
of our Lord's Life, illustrated in verse, with an en- 
graving to each letter. 6d. 

YOUNG SOLDIERS (The), or the Double Birthday : and 

other Tales. A Packet of Seven Tales, 6d. ; bound, 6d. 

1. The Young Soldiers. Part I.— 2. The Young Soldiers. Part II.— 3. Ash- 
grove F6te. — 4. The Little Sisters. — 5. They do so in my Country. — 6. Herbert 
and Lizzie ; or, the Morning Ramble. — 7. Christmas ; or, the German Fir Tree. 

YOUNG ANGLERS OF VICHY, (The). By the author of 
" Willie Grant ; or, Honesty is the best Policy." Reprinted 
from the Churchman's Companion, 6d. 
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